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PREFACE

B"H

To our dear brothers and sisters,

Our joy knows no bounds. Our Hakoras Hatov is limitless. We con-
tinue to celebrate each day and give thanks to Hakodosh Boruch Hu. 
We take nothing for granted, Chas Veshalom.

Chasdei Hashem, this year Zos Chanukah has taken on new meaning. 
We were all zoche to experience the nes for which we were yearning.

For years, we lived through a terrible nightmare that seemed 
unending. Yet, our parents constantly infused us with Emunah and 
Bitachon so strong that we knew the Yeshua would come. We con-
stantly begged Hashem for that day. We did all we could think of 
B’Gashmius and B’Ruchnius. Your Chizuk and support helped carry 
us through to that miraculous day. And then we were all zoche to 
truly celebrate as one. It was our family’s Simcha. The family of Klal 
Yisroel. That is truly what it was.

While our joy knows no bounds, it is far from complete. How can 
it be, when our fellow brother and sister are suffering? We will 
never sit back and B’ezras Hashem we will do whatever we can. It 
has been a real whirlwind B"H and we are so humbled by the Chizuk 
each one of you are taking from this story and the personal impact 
the lesson is having on you. We are so inspired by the Kabolos you 
are taking on and the life-altering changes you are making. We are 
trying to emulate you.

We now present you with a gift of Hakoras Hatov; a treasure that 
carried us through each Pesach we were separated. We share with 
you what infused us with Bitachon, which ultimately brought the 



Yeshua. As Dovid Hamelech says in Tehillim, “V’Haboteiach BaHa-
shem, Chased Yisovivenu.”

May the words enter your hearts and give you much Chizuk and 
Bitachon during these final days of Golus, and finally help carry us 
all through to the Geula Shleima U’krova!

A kosher un freilichen Pesach,

The Rubashkin Family



ALEPH, BEIS = GIMMEL

B"H

Boruch Hashem, we all witnessed and lived through an amazingly 
great Nes, when Hashem Yisboreich freed me so suddenly and so 
quickly on Zos Chanukah, bringing “Yeshuas Hashem K’Heref Ayin” 
to life before our eyes!

We all immediately gathered together to rejoice and sing praise and 
thanks to Hashem Yisboreich for all His Nissim and wonders. “Hodu 
L’Hashem Ki Tov, Ki L'Olam Chasdo!”

Extraordinarily, the Simcha continues to this day. I see the over-
flowing joy and gratitude to Hashem Yisboreich that Am Yisroel 
feels everywhere I go. Just today, hundreds of children of all ages, 
together with their teachers, gathered to celebrate Hashem's Nissim 
and take the lessons of Aleph – Emunah; and Beis - Bitachon brings 
Gimmel - Geulah into their lives. They were strengthened in their 
Emunah and Bitachon and, although it is three months after the 
Nes, they danced with pure heartfelt joy for a long time, with the 
same joy as they showed on the day it happened.

Nissan is a month of Nissim and Pesach is Z’man Cheiruseinu. It is 
an opportune time for every one of us to ask Hashem for our indi-
vidual Cheirus from anything that inhibits us, as well as for true 
Cheirus for all Klal Yisroel with our Geula Shleima now with Moshi-
ach Tzidkeinu.

The Yom Tov of Pesach is all about Emunah in Hashem Yisboreich. 
Chazal tells us that in the Zechus of Emunah we went out of Mitz-
rayim. With pure Emunah, we followed Hashem into the desolate 
desert, void of food and water. Matzah is called Michla D'Miheim-



nusa, food of faith. Just as eating food physically strengthens our 
body, eating Shmurah Matzah on Pesach actually strengthens our 
Emunah in Hashem Yisboreich.

We can go out of our personal Mitzrayim by using our Emunah to 
escape our current limitations.

The highlight of Pesach is the Seder. The word Seder means order. 
Every part of the Seder is structured in the appropriate order. The 
word Pesach, though, means to jump over, which is the opposite of 
structured Seder. We are reminded of this aspect by the highlight 
of the Seder, which is the Korban Pesach.

The first time the Yidden were commanded to do Korbon Pesach, 
it required the utmost Mesiras Nefesh, which is going beyond per-
sonal structure and Seder. The Yidden tied a sheep, the Avodah Zara 
of Mitzrayim, to their bedpost for four days. When the Mitzri’im, 
who were still in power, asked why they were doing this, the Yidden 
responded with pride, "Hashem commanded me so." Naturally, this 
should have provoked the Mitzri’im to harm the Yidden, but because 
the Yid was doing Hashem’s Mitzvos with pride, Hashem protected 
him from harm and ultimately took him out of all his limitations.

The message is clear. We live in a world of Seder - structure and 
limitations. However, as Yidden, we must know that we are higher 
than nature. It is our mission to bring the Korban Pesach into the 
Seder. Practically, this means applying and infusing our Emunah 
and Bitachon (which is our ability to transcend Seder, structure and 
limitation) into our daily lives. Then, as we all know, Emunah and 
Bitachon will bring our Geula, our victory over personal limitations, 
internal and external.

We live in a world of nature; which, by definition, is limited. When 
a person is in an Eis Tzara and sees that there is no way to be helped 



in a natural way, that is when his Emunah and Bitachon must be 
ignited. In the Zechus of our Emunah and Bitachon, Hashem will 
take us out of our Tzara and give us a Yeshua and Geula that is 
higher than nature, because Hashem is B’Li G’Vul, higher than any 
limitations.

It's simple to remember: Aleph, Beis, Gimmel!

May we finally be Zoche to the ultimate Cheirus with the Geula 
Shleima!

A Kosher un Freilichen Pesach

Sholom Mordechai ben R' Avrohom Aharon HaLevi
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THE FIRST PESACH BEHIND BARS 

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin 
To: Dairy
Date: 5770

The following is a loose translation of an excerpt from Reb Sholom Morde-
chai’s diary, describing the first Pesach behind bars in 5770.

B”H

It was the month of Nissan, a few months after I was first thrown 
into the place called prison. How would I be able to fulfill all the Mitz-
vos of Pesach? Where will I make the Seder? How will I fulfill the Mitz-
vah of V’Higadita L’Vincha? They refused to allow me a furlough for 
Pesach.

Boruch Hashem, two tayere Bochurim volunteered to come make a 
Seder together with me. The Askanim of Aleph Institute, an organiza-
tion that helps Yidden who are incarcerated, told me that the officers 
had given permission for the volunteers to bring and use everything 
a Yid needs for the Seder.

How would they know what is needed? They told Aleph that they 
would make a special meeting with me to discuss what I need for 
Pesach in general, and for the Sedarim in particular, and they would 
provide me with everything a Yid needs!

(Sometimes words can sound so sweet but look in the Shulchan Aruch 
HaRav Siman 473 Halacha 30. Read his explanation about why we eat 
Chazeres for Maror and you will understand everything.)
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I waited impatiently for the meeting, but they didn’t come! One 
week, another week... It’s already the week before Pesach and no one 
has come to speak with me! Boruch Hashem, during the week before 
Pesach, I was taken into a small room where two officers sat in fancy 
suits. They asked me what I need for Pesach.

I answered that my first concern was the schedule. How much time 
would I be allowed in order to make the Seder? I explained to them 
that it is a very holy “service” and I would need at least from around 
8:15 until midnight. (This is allowed in other prisons in the US.)

They answered coldly: Impossible! The volunteer Rabbis will have to 
leave around 9:30!

I was shocked! I explained to them that the Seder could not begin 
before nightfall and there was simply not enough time to make Kid-
dush, read the Haggada, eat the Matza and Maror and also Korech 
before 9:30!

Go talk to the wall. They just repeated their decision: No! Only until 
approximately 9:30.

I thought to myself “Ribbono Shel Olam! They promised everything a 
Yid needs for the Seder but they’re not following through!”

Boruch Hashem, I held fast to my position and I repeated what I had 
told them, that it was impossible to make a Seder in the amount of 
time they were discussing.

They said they would get back to me with a final decision. Nu! They 
are following the tradition started by their Zaide Eisav - they promise 
a lot but are not willing to actually do any of it.

With a silent Tefillah to Hashem Yisboreich, I moved on to my other 
very simple needs. First of all, I need grape juice for the Daled Kosos 
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and an unused plastic cup. The non-disposable plastic cup I use before 
Pesach could not be used on Pesach.

The officers glanced at each other. One of them was shaking his head 
as if I had made an especially difficult request. Over a silly plastic 
cup?! “We’ll look into it,” he says.

My second request was that I be given a clean set of clothing (the 
garish orange clown clothes that is the inmate’s uniform) on Erev 
Pesach, to be able to change from the Chametz’dike clothing to Yom 
Tov clothing.

Third, I need to take a shower L’Chovod Yom Tov on Erev Pesach in the 
afternoon. Nine Kabim was also the closest I could get to a Mikvah 
under the circumstances.

Fourth, I need permission to keep the Shmurah Matzah in the cell, to 
be sure it doesn’t get broken, wet etc.

These officers, who had authority in the prison, did not answer on 
the spot; instead, they said they would let me know.

“Ribbono Shel Olam!” I thought to myself. “Weeks ago they so freely 
promised everything a Yid needs for Pesach, yet now it’s almost Pesach 
and they’ll only get back to me over these minor requests?!”

Erev Pesach arrived and I had still not received word so I wrote a “kite.”

In a place called prison, a kite is an official request by an inmate to 
the officers and they are required to respond. I demanded to know 
what they will allow me to do to keep Pesach. I also called the Aleph 
Institute. He said he didn’t know what was going on but he would 
find out and I should call him back soon.

This was around 3:30 PM. Boruch Hashem, they brought me a fresh 
set of clown clothes.
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A short time later, the higher-ranking officer who had been at the 
meeting, came in and asks with artificial kindness if I would like to 
go to the shower now. I wondered why the higher-ranking officer 
himself came.

“So? Do you want to take a shower now?” he asked.

I had been planning to call back the Askan from Aleph, but I thought 
to myself “If he wants to do the shower now, we’ll do it now.” I said 
yes. He radioed one of the regular officers to come take me to the 
shower and he left.

A regular officer arrived. I took the clown clothes and followed him, 
turning the whole scene over in my mind. This whole scene bothered 
me and left me wondering. Why was the higher-ranking officer so 
personally interested that I go to the shower right now? We arrived 
at the shower room, I entered, and the officer closed the door and 
locked me in.

Suddenly, Boruch Hashem, it all clicked. I realized what the high-
er-ranking officer was doing to me!

This higher-ranking officer knew the official permission to make a 
Seder was not yet given. All phone calls are monitored so he knew I 
was in contact with the Askan from Aleph to arrange my Pesach needs, 
and he wanted to prevent this from happening. He so kindly had me 
relocate from the cell, where I would have access to the phone; and 
lock me in the shower, where I would not. He knew that by the time 
I returned from the shower it would be after 4:30, and from 4:30 to 
5:30 the phones do not work and the officers all go home!

I began banging on the door as loudly as I could. The regular officer 
came to the door and asked me what I wanted. I told him that I don’t 
want to take a shower and I wanted to be returned to the area of the 
cell. He couldn’t understand what was going on - first yes, then no - 
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but Boruch Hashem he agreed to move me back, without consulting 
the higher-ranking officer.

I made it back around 4:20, only ten minutes before the phones would 
be deactivated. I called the Askan and told him that the officers are 
misleading him and that he should immediately call and arrange that 
I have a Kosher Seder!

A few minutes later, the higher-ranking officer stormed in, in a rage. 
He demanded to know why I didn’t want to take a shower. I didn’t 
answer him, but I saw clearly how Hashem was protecting me. Now 
that the phones were off, I realized that there is no further Hishtad-
lus I can do. A total calmness descended on me, knowing that I was 
in the Hands of Hashem and that Hashem would ensure that I had a 
Kosher Seder. I said Tehillim and davened Mincha.

Boruch Hashem, a little later I was taken to the room where I would 
make the Seder and I was overjoyed to see the two Bochurim there. 
They had the box containing what we needed for the Seder.

One Bochur showed me a bottle of grape juice and said that it was 
mamash a Nes, a miracle! The higher-ranking officer had initially 
refused to allow the Kedem grape juice in. Instead, he offered a 
non-kosher grape juice with a K on the label, saying that the K meant 
it was Kosher and that we had to use his bottle.

No matter how the Bochur tried to explain that K is not a Hechsher 
and that we could not drink the grape juice, the higher-ranking offi-
cer insisted that we could only use that bottle. The Bochur tried to 
reach the Askan, but in New York, it was already after Shkiya. Yom Tov 
had already begun there.

Boruch Hashem, a Yid is never alone, because the Aibershter is always 
with the Yid! The Bochur had already carried the box back to the car 
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when it occurred to him that the higher-ranking officer’s bottle had 
a K, but it did not say Kosher for Passover!

With no response, the higher-ranking officer had no choice but to 
allow the Kosher grape juice in and we were able to drink the Daled 
Kosos.

The whole day had been a display of the Possuk “Utzu Eitza V’Sufar, 
Dabru Davar V’Lo Yakum Ki Imanu Kel!” For my part, the Avodah was 
“Hashleich Al Hashem Yehavicha V’Hu Yichalkilecha!” (Yichalkilecha is 
translated as “He will sustain you,” but it’s also related to the word 
Keili - meaning “He will even make the Keili.”)

We davened Maariv and sang Hallel out loud with joy and went to the 
Seder with hearts full of joy to do the Will of Hashem!

It wasn’t like the Sedarim at home around a large table with my family 
and the many guests. It was a small table with two tayere Bochurim 
with only the basics, using plastic utensils, but Baruch Hashem, I was 
able to make a Seder.

We made Kiddush, the first step of the Seder, followed by Urchatz, 
Karpas, Yachatz and we began Maggid. We spoke about Yetzias Mitz-
rayim but also about the miracles Hashem had done for us that day 
and all those that He does for us in our time.

In the middle of Maggid, the Bochurim were told to leave. They walked 
back to their motel and finished their Seder there, while I stayed in 
the small room to finish my own. There were no other people with 
me at the Seder, but I was not alone, Chas Veshalom!

A Yid is never alone! Leil Shimurim! I continued the Seder with Hashem 
Himself, full of gratitude and praise to my Holy Father in Heaven 
that I could make a Seder and do the Mitzvos of Yom Tov!
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Yehi Ratzon from Hashem Yisboreich to give every single Yid his or 
her Geula Proti together with our Geula Klali now with Moshiach 
Tzidkeinu!
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THIRTEEN WAYS TO INTEGRATE PESACH INTO 
OUR LIVES

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Family
Date: 1 Nissan, 5771

B”H

Dear Kinderlach, sheyichyu,

Being that today is Rosh Chodesh Nissan, I wanted to start learning 
about the Yom Tov of Pesach.

I always like to learn in a way that the learning permeates our daily 
lives. Every Yom Tov has its lessons that teach us and give us the 
kochos that we receive from the Yom Tov. Hayomim Ha’eilu Nizkarim 
Vina’asim.

There are 13 lessons, like the Yud Gimmel Middos Harachamim, which 
are on my mind now. I was hoping that you could help me make the 
list grow by adding what you learn from Pesach, what you live with, 
and by emailing me back so that our list could grow.

Lesson #1: The Moon and Kiddush Hachodesh - The First 
Mitzvah

The Yidden are likened to the levana. The same way the levana goes 
through changes from small to big and then small to be big again, so 
too we Yidden need to grow in our Avodas Hashem and should never 
be satisfied with where we are. However, because Yidden are com-
pared to the small and batul moon, we should never become a Baal 
Gaavah. Like the moon, Yidden are so small and are sometimes not 
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even seen. But, from that, we start growing in our light again. Just 
like human beings are given light that comes from the Shemesh or 
the Maor Hagadol, we Yidden also know that the light that we have 
is not our own; what we have is from Hashem. Our job is to give that 
light to a world that is in darkness because the sun is not revealed. 
We also know that when Moshiach comes, the moon will be as big as 
the sun, symbolizing the light of the Yidden becoming great forever 
when Moshiach comes.

Lesson #2: Korban Pesach in Mitzrayim

We may still be in Mitzrayim, but when Hashem commands us to do 
something, we do it. Even if it means to take something that is idol-
ized by the people around us, their deity, we are not ashamed to do 
what we are commanded to. When we are questioned, we tell them 
with pride that we are preparing a Korban for Hashem. We shechted 
it, gathered the blood and painted it on our doorposts. We did not 
try to rationalize the Mitzvah with some fabricated reason so that 
the people around us will possibly understand. We were not worried 
about those who claimed that we were a backward people with ritu-
als which caused harm to animals. We were not worried about orga-
nizations that came and protested about the way we did things. We 
told them that Hashem commanded us to do this, through Moshe, 
His servant. Simple yet powerful, we did it because the Creator of 
the World commanded us to do it. We are connected with the Cre-
ator of the World with nothing to fear. We also continued to explain 
to them what the Creator is going to do on the night that we bring the 
Korban. We tell them that Hashem would kill every firstborn. We said 
it the way we are told, no additives. When we prepared the Korban to 
eat, we did everything to make sure that everyone knew what we are 
doing, as the meforshim explain in great detail. We roasted it so that 
the smell would spread out and all the people will know what the bar-
beque is for. It will have the pungent smell of lamb, the idol of the 
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Mitzriyim. We made sure that the head was connected to the body, so 
that when they looked they clearly saw that it was a lamb. We did not 
break a bone for the same reason; we wanted to make sure they have 
no mistakes about what is happening. The result is in Lesson #3.

Lesson #3: L’makah Mitzrayim B’vchorayhem.

When we told the people why we are preparing the Korban, they were 
suddenly aware that they have a problem. Even though Moshe had 
told Pharaoh in front of his court and advisors what was going to 
happen, the people and the bechorim were very shocked to find out 
that they were the next target of the Makah. They were not being 
told by their king what was really happening to them. They went to 
the king and ask him to allow the Yidden to go; the king said no and 
they started a civil war. The bechorim, who represent the strength of 
Mitzrayim, were destroying the king themselves; a real miracle. All 
this was made possible only because the Yidden explained their Mitz-
vah to them with no embarrassment or reasons; only what they were 
going to do.

Lesson #4: Z’man Cheiruseinu - The Time for Freedom

The Yidden were going to be changed forever. They were to be trans-
formed from slaves to a free being. Real freedom is as the Pasuk say: 
Hashem takes us out of Mitzrayim for “Ta’avdun al hahar hazeh”. Only 
after we received the Torah are we free and able to get the reward of 
expressing that freedom in the Eretz Tovah U’rechavah.

Real freedom is when we express our Neshama through Torah and 
Mitzvos and we connect to Hashem with all the 613 Mitzvos, which 
correspond to all 613 parts of our physical body. This year, the idea 
of freedom is much easier for me to understand.
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Lesson #5: Sholosh Regalim - V’somachta B’chagecha (Simcha)

It is a Yom Tov, and the Mitzvah that every Yom Tov has is for people to 
be besimcha, happy. Freedom and simcha go together. Both can only 
be had when we are connected to life and goodness, which is Hashem. 
The Rambam explains that Simchas Yom Tov is not only when we take 
care of ourselves (because if we only take care of ourselves, with good 
clothes and wine, we are not having Simchas Yom Tov, we are making 
our stomachs happy). If we want Simchas Yom Tov we must make 
sure that all the poor, and those that do not have, are joining us at 
our table and have food to eat. We accomplish a lot of this by Maos 
Chitim, even before Pesach, so that we can feed and clothe even more 
people than we can physically host.

Lesson #6: Emunah in Hashem - Lechteich Acharai Bamidbor 
B’Eretz lo Zaruah

Pesach is the Yom Tov that feeds our Emunah all year round. The Yidden 
were told by Hashem that they must go into a desert where there 
was no food or water. The Yidden did just that; they showed their 
Emunah , which was higher than any reason can explain. It is this 
Koach of Emunah that makes a Yid a Yid. This Emunah is described in 
the Pasuk as “Chesed Ne’urayich” - “the kindness from when we were 
young.” Meaning, even before we were mature enough to understand 
the greatness of Hashem as we understood it by Har Sinai, we had 
Emunah, which is higher and stronger than any strength of reason 
and logic. Matzah, which is flour and water in its simplest form, feeds 
this Emunah and is therefore called the “Food of Faith.” Also, flour 
and water that is not Chametz, or made with the juice of fruits to give 
more taste, cannot be used for the Mitzvah of Matzah. Since Matzah 
is all about the simple being that the Yid’s existence has, which is 
the base of Emunah which exists identically by all Yidden. As we see 
that all Yidden, even the most simple, will be ready to commit acts of 
Mesiras Nefesh because the Yid and Hashem are one unit.
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Lesson #7: Matzah; Bread That Does Not Rise - Anavah Not 
Gaavah

The main Mitzvah of Pesach is Achilas Matzah. There are many sources 
that refer to Matzah as being humble and Chametz being full of 
gaavah. There is no room for Hashem in a Baal Gaavah’s life. Gaavah is 
likened to the worst aveirah, Avodah Zarah.

Moshe Rabbeinu was the greatest anav on the face of the world. He 
didn’t deny his lofty stature - that he stood on Har Sinai and brought 
the Torah to the Yidden. Yet, Moshe Rabbeinu was able to remain an 
anav by looking at another person and thinking that if Hashem had 
given the other person the capabilities that he (Moshe Rabbeinu) had, 
that person would be even greater than him! Aside from the middah 
of anavah, it also teaches us a lesson in Avodas Hashem. No matter 
how much Moshe Rabbeinu accomplished in his Avodah, he always felt 
that there could be someone with greater Avodas Hashem than him. 
He was a true Eved Elokim.

“Hama’sah hu ha’ikar:” With the explanation of Matzah and its anivus, 
how this is what a Yid must be, and the terrible Aveirah of Chametz 
and Gaavah, we are commanded to eat Matzah. The Mitzvah is not to 
talk and think about the concept, the Mitzvah is davka the Maaseh.

Lesson #8: Yom Holedes Am Yisrael - Hashem Himself comes 
“Lokachas lo Goy Mikerev Goy”

What a birthday present that we have! Hashem Himself chooses us 
and separates us from all the nations. The next time the Yetzer Harah 
comes and tries to convince you that you should act as like the goy 
next door, chas v’sholom, tell him that ‘Hashem himself came and sep-
arated me from the goy next door! Would I be so stupid as to jeop-
ardize that separation? I am a Jew, and I am proud, and I will sing it 
out loud!’
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Lesson #9: Ahavas Yisrael and Achdus Yisrael - All of the Arbah 
Banim are at the Seder, conversing and enjoying together.

It’s incredible and exciting that in a place like prison, Yidden from 
all different walks of life will be together by the Seder table in unity. 
A deeper understanding of the Arbah Banim is suddenly much more 
meaningful to me! Baruch Hashem, the achdus that we are having 
together is so special and so great, that in the zechus of this alone, 
Hashem will be mekabel our Seder with a great nachas ruach.

Lesson #10: The Power of a Story - Mitzvah L’Saper Yetzias 
Mitzrayim Kol Halaylah, Mitzvas Aseh.

I like to tell stories, and we see how important this is from the Mitz-
vah to be misaper the story of Yetzias Mitzrayim. It’s not enough to 
just know the details of what happened, we have a Mitzvah to talk 
about the miracles, wonders and love of Hashem; to tell about how 
He saved us from slavery and chose us to be His Am Segulah. Hashem 
redeemed us B’zroah Netuyah. When all the nations saw that Hashem 
was protecting the Yidden and fighting on their behalf, they felt a 
deep respect for the Yidden and were afraid to interfere with them.

Lesson #11: V’Neiyer Pharaoh V’cheilo B’Yam Suf

It was not enough that the Yidden were saved, the Reshaim must be 
punished. Hashem gave the Reshaim ten Makos and then added more 
by the Yam Suf. Rabbi Akiva says that by the Yam Suf there were 250 
Makos. The entire description of the Makos comes to teach us what 
it says in Shaar HaBitachon, that when someone has Bitachon, not 
only will he personally be saved, but his oppressors will be punished 
as well. Part of the nes of “B’yad chazakah ub’zroah netuyah” was that 
Hashem made the Yam Suf spit the Mitzriyim onto the shore so that 
the Yidden could see with their own eyes that the Reshaim were finally 
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dead. This not only gave them much needed security, it also strength-
ened their belief in the fact that Hashem punishes Reshaim .

Lesson #12: Kashrus Achilah - One who is zahir and is not oveir 
on a mah’shehu Chametz on Pesach, muvtach lo shelo yecheto 
kol hashanah; he will be protected from aveiros all year round 
(Zohar)

This shows us the importance of eating only what Hashem allows 
according to the Torah. We see the great effect that our choice of food 
has on us. Even a small amount of Chametz is assur and detrimental 
to us. When we watch ourselves and do not eat even a small amount 
of Chametz on Pesach, we are rewarded with Hashem’s protection 
over us so that we will remain free from aveiros all year round. Wow, 
imagine that!

Lesson #13: Yetzias Mitzrayim; The Days of Moshiach

This is a lesson that we must remember. We leave Mitzrayim every 
day since we originally left Mitzrayim, which was the first Geula. 
However, since there were more galiyos that came later, up until the 
Golus that we are in today, we still ask Hashem to free us from the big 
prison of Golus. Of course, we also ask Hashem to remove us from the 
Mitzrayim and prison that each one of us have. We continue to ask 
Hashem for the ultimate Geula of which there is no Golus after that. 
As it says, “K’yemei tzeischa m’eretz Mitzrayim kol yimei chayechah”. It 
uses ‘like the days’, in plural, because of all the days we have had since 
we left Mitzrayim. Each day brings us closer to the day that Moshiach 
will finally come to take us out of Golus and bring us all to Eretz Yis-
rael. Then we will be able to serve Hashem in our best possible way.

Kinderlach, we will need to talk about these lessons some more, so let 
us all ask Hashem that I could come home! Then instead of this email, 
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I will be able to be mekayeim the Mitzvah of V’higadita L’bincha this 
Pesach together with Moshiach Tzidkeinu.

Happy Rosh Chodesh,

Tatty
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TO UZIEL: THE CHACHAM’S QUESTION

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: uziel
Date: 8 Nissan, 5771

B”H

Dear Uziel, sheyichye,

Mazal Tov on your Yom Holedes! Yehi Ratzon that you should have a 
gezunter year and hatzlacha in all of your learning. May you grow up 
to be a Chassid, a yarei shamayim, and a lamdan and to be reunited 
with Tatty :):)

I was so happy that you came to visit with Mommy today. You said 
the Brachos so nicely and we had a good game of checkers.

A lesson that you can learn from the game of checkers is that in the 
beginning, you can only move your pieces in one direction as you 
make your way to the top. Then, when you are finally able to reach 
the top, you are able to move around in any direction. Life is the 
same way. As you grow older, you are limited in your knowledge and 
capabilities. You are only able to move a little bit at a time. But, im 
yirtzeh Hashem, when you grow up you will have learned so much 
that you will be able to move around in any direction.

Remember you asked me, ‘why on Pesach is it the child that needs to 
ask questions?’

Here is the answer.
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It is a Mitzvah for the Tatty to answer all the questions the child has 
as he grows up so that the child understands the correct way to live 
and serve Hashem.

We do that on Pesach because Pesach is also the birthday of Klal Yis-
rael. Imagine! Your birthday and the birthday of all of Klal Yisrael is 
in the same month of Nissan, a month when Hashem makes miracles 
for all his kinderlach and saves them from all those that want to hurt 
them. Also, your birthday is on zayin, the 7th day of Nissan, and Erev 
Pesach is on the 14th day of Nissan, just one week later. Erev Pesach is 
when we brought the Korban every year in the Bais Hamikdash to eat 
by the Seder and to tell of all of Hashem’s miracles. It is also the birth-
day of the Rambam and, in later generations, Zaide Uziel’s birthday 
was on this day! Mazal Tov and may you make good hachlatos today 
and every day, and serve Hashem very happily.

Here is the beginning of a biur in the Haggadah that I will im yirtzeh 
Hashem continue by the Seder.

The Chacham has a question, and essentially every Yid is like the Cha-
cham because we belong to a nation that is called “Am navon v’Cha-
cham”. So let us understand what the Chacham means when he ques-
tions what the Eidus, chukim and mishpatim are all about. He is a Cha-
cham; of course he knows the answer to his question. So what is he 
really asking?

The question he’s asking is this: even though the many different 
Mitzvos that we have on Pesach fall into 3 different categories, the 
one thing they all have in common is that they are Mitzvos we do 
through action. We have the Mitzvah to remember Yetzias Mitzrayim, 
which is the Mitzvah of eidus. We also have Mitzvos that we do not 
understand, which are chukim, as it says, “Zos chukas haPesach”.



TO uZiEL: THE CHACHAM’S QuESTiON |   18

The Gemara Pesachim relates a story about Reb Nachman. When his 
servant asked him why we celebrate Pesach, Reb Nachman answered, 
“you understand that when a slave goes free, he needs to praise his 
master for freeing him from slavery.” The slave understood.

On Pesach, there are all three different types of Mitzvos: eidos, chukim 
and mishpatim. Now, when the Chacham sees this, he wonders and 
asks: Since all this is about serving Hashem, praising Him and loving 
Him, why do we do all these Mitzvos through physical actions like 
eating Matzah, Maror, drinking 4 cups of wine, and many similar 
Mitzvos?

The answer is “Avadim hayinu l’Pharaoh b’Mitzrayim.” Since the Golus 
was in the most immoral and low place in the world, we see that 
Hashem wants us to take the mundane, physical world and do his 
Mitzvos over there. It was precisely in Mitzrayim, where there was 
so much tumah coming from one side, that the Yidden, through all 
their hard work in fighting against that tumah, were redeemed and 
brought to Har Sinai. So too, we Yidden are sometimes required to 
go into the lowest places, like this jail in America, and to extract the 
holiness that is hidden there. Just like when a wall falls, the highest 
stones in the wall fall furthest away from where the wall first stood, 
so too, the highest sparks of Kedusha fall into the lowest places. We 
are put into the physical world and try our best to do the Mitzvos 
which Hashem commands of us. Just as Hashem took the Yidden out 
of Mitzrayim, so too, all the sparks of Kedusha will come forth and 
once again become united with Hashem.
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Yehi Ratzon that all the sparks have already been elevated here, 
and with Hashem’s miracles, in the month of Nissan, we will all be 
together for Pesach, and on your birthday, say Amein. :):)

Besoros Tovos,

Tatty
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THE POWER ENTRUSTED IN US

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Family
Date: 9 Nissan, 5771

B”H

Chodesh HaGeula

Dear Kinderlach, sheyichyu,

Although a new Haggadah for Pesach was sent to me, I did not open it 
up, because the place here is very tiny and Chametz is still being eaten 
in the room. But, I do want to share some lessons from the Hagga-
dah with you. Really, the Mitzvah of V’haggadetah L’bincha should be 
in a question and answer format, where you ask a question and Tatty 
needs to answer; but, I will try to ask the questions that you would 
ask and then answer them! :)

The Haggadah states that the Mitzvah to remember Yetzias Mitzrayim 
applies to the night. In Maggid it says, “Amar Reb Elazar Ben Azaria, 
it is like I am a seventy-year-old man and I did not have the merit to 
know the source which teaches that the Mitzvah of Sipur Yetzias Mitz-
rayim applies at night, until Ben Zomah said the drash of the Pasuk”.

It’s interesting that Reb Elazar Ben Azariah is surprised that he didn’t 
know the source for the halacha regarding when to say the story of 
Yetzias Mitzrayim. Does he think that since he now looks like a sev-
enty-year-old Talmid Chacham, he should have previously acquired 
this knowledge? If it was obvious that he was only eighteen years old 
but had the appearance of an old man, isn’t it understandable that he 
hadn’t yet learned this material? Additionally, what is the purpose 



THE POWER ENTRuSTED iN uS |   21

of introducing the Mitzvah of Yetzias Mitzrayim by telling us how old 
Reb Elazar looked and what Torah he knew?

First, let us understand the reason Hashem made Reb Elazar look 
seventy years old when he was really only eighteen years young.

The Gemara tells us that the Chachamim in his generation wanted to 
appoint Reb Elazar as the head of the Sanhedrin. Obviously, to be the 
head of so many learned and pious Tzaddikim, Reb Elazar had to be 
on a very high madreiga. The problem was, being that he looked very 
young, it would not seem right for him to accept a position as the 
head of so many elders. It would seem to be a hepech hakavod to all 
the other Tzaddikim. So, Hashem made a nes and his beard grew eigh-
teen rows of white hair, overnight. This made him look like a seven-
ty-year-old man, and thus, he accepted the position as head of the 
Sanhedrin.

It is hard to imagine, though, that Reb Elazar was bothered by his 
external appearance.

I think it is the the Zohar that explains that the white hair in his 
beard was not just an external, “elderly look” given to him by Hashem. 
It was not Purim then; rather, Hashem revealed the true age of Reb 
Elazar—not the amount of years since his birth, but the age that 
reflected his true capacity to be a Torah leader. Reb Elazar had the 
p’nimiyus of a seventy-year-old Talmid Chacham because he had the 
Neshama of Shmuel Hanavi, the great navi and leader of Klal Yisrael. 
Shmuel Hanavi lived, learned and served Hashem for 52 years. Reb 
Elazar’s eighteen years of life, added to the 52 years of Shmuel Hana-
vi’s, amounted to 70 years; his seichel and his Middos had the kochos 
of a seventy-year-old tzaddik. These kochos and capacities were 
revealed to Reb Elazar when Hashem made the rows of white hair in 
his beard grow. Understanding this to mean that he had great abili-
ties, Reb Elazar accepted the position of Rosh Sanhedrin. That is why 
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Reb Elazar was surprised he could not find the Pasuk. Since he had 
the kochos to learn and understand so much Torah, he was surprised 
that he didn’t know this Pasuk until he heard it from Ben Zomah.

Ok Kindelach, now that we know this great Pshat, what lesson is the 
Baal Haggadah teaching us through this information?

The answer is: even when it seems that we have a problem and we 
cannot yet find a solution, we should never think, “I cannot, because 
I am just little me” or, “I do not have the strength to overcome this 
problem”. We do have the Koach to do all the Mitzvos Hashem gave 
us; Hashem only gives us Mitzvos we can do. Sometimes we may not 
realize the great strength that we have; we may think that we are 
too young to accomplish the great things we need to. But, from Reb 
Elazar Ben Azariah we learn we do have the kochos. We have the 
hidden kochos of the Neshama that was doing Mitzvos we do not even 
know about. We may not see it because we are not as great Tzaddi-
kim as Reb Elazar and because we do not know which Neshama we 
are one with. But, we do know that we each have a Neshama that was 
learning Torah and doing Mitzvos before we were born. We need to 
combine the strength that we have and the strength of our Neshamos 
to be able to overcome all the nisyonos that Hashem hands us. Some-
times, a person needs to remind himself he is able to win his chal-
lenges and overcome his nisyonos because of the “previous zechusim 
of that person” which help him in his time of need.

Then, another question arises: how do we know what our Neshama 
did before? Perhaps our Neshama previously did some aveiros that 
may have had a negative effect on us?

The answer to that question is: when we do a Mitzvah, it is forever. 
When we do a Mitzvah and we are listening to our King, our Father, 
and do what He wants, we become connected to Hashem. Just as 
Hashem is eternal, our connection with Hashem is eternal. The kedu-
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sha and kochos hakedusha are eternal; they give us the light and kochos 
we need as we continue in our Avodas Hashem. That is real cheirus and 
freedom; to be connected to Hashem who is the Almighty and Eter-
nal. Yet, an averiah, chas v’shalom, is not the same. The Neshama may 
need a kaparah—which is never more than 11 months—after which, 
the Neshama is purified from any aveiros it did; the aveirah is gone, 
never to bother the Yid again.

The Baal Haggadah is teaching us two things. One: we have much 
more Koach than we think we do to learn and keep Hashem’s Mitzvos. 
Two: how sweet and precious it is when we do Mitzvos, because Mitz-
vos last forever.

Ok, if you have any questions on this please email me back, and, with 
Hashem’s help, I will answer right away.

To be continued...

A Koshere un freilicher Pesach,

Tatty
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THE MIRACLE UNFOLDED

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Reb Pinchas, All
Date: 11 Nissan, 5771

Be’ezras Hashem.

Reb Pinchas, all my brothers, Askanim, and my family sheyichyu,

It’s Friday, erev Shabbos Hagadol, the Nosi of Asher, Yud Alef Nissan, 
and the Yom Huledes of the Rebbe. The best way to honor the day is 
by learning Torah and be connected with the Rebbe’s biur.

The Shabbos before Pesach is called Shabbos Hagadol. Since there were 
big nissim that happened on this Shabbos we remember these nissim, 
and when we are nizkorim then venaasim, also in our days.

In the Shulchan Aruch HaRav, he explains at length: since Yetzias Mitz-
rayim was the 15th day in the month of Nissan, on the fifth day of the 
week; therefore the Shabbos before, was the 10th day of the month. 
That was the day that the Yidden fulfilled the Mitzvah of taking the 
Korban Pesach in preparation for the 14th day, when they were going 
to shecht it. When the Mitzriyim asked the Yidden what they were 
doing, the Yidden answered that Hashem was going to kill all the 
bechorim - the firstborn of the Mitzriyim. When the bechorim heard 
that, they went to their fathers and to Pharaoh, with their demand 
that they free the Yidden so that they will not be killed during Makos 
Bechoros. At that moment the bechorim finally realized the truth and 
the power of Hashem. When Pharaoh refused to free the Yidden the 
bechorim made a war, in which many were killed. He then brings the 
Pasuk in Tehillim that says ‘Lemakeh Mitzrayim Bivchoireihem’.
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There are different details that are revealed to us, in different 
pirushim, that describe this nes.

The nes that the Tur Shulchan Aruch brings is that when the Mitz-
riyim saw the Yidden tying the sheep to their bed, they asked them 
what that was all about. The Yidden explained to them that they have 
a Mitzvah from Hashem to do so. The Mitzriyim’s teeth became weak 
from seeing the Yidden taking the shepselach, and shechting the Avodah 
Zarah, but they couldn’t say anything. They received great pain in 
their insides and great pain from a bitter sickness that inflicted them. 
This made them not be able to hurt the Yidden. Because of these great 
nissim which saved the Yidden we call the Shabbos, Shabbos Hagadol.

The Tur does describe the reason why we call it Shabbos Hagadol, 
not in the Yidden being saved in a miraculous way, but that when the 
Yidden said with Mesiras Nefesh and strength that they had a Mitzvah 
from Hakadosh Baruch Hu to do, and they were not making any chesh-
bonos about any danger involved with that, that alone caused the nes 
gadol and the Miztriyim’s teeth got weak and could not say anything 
to the Yidden.

Obviously, this is a lesson that is very important in our time today. 
It’s not that the Tur is arguing about the nissim that the other Ris-
honim describe. It’s only that the Tur includes the nissim that the 
other Rishonim describe together with all the nissim and niflaos of 
Yetzias Mitzrayim that was going on then. The reason that the other 
Rishonim do bring out the nissim is because we are only separat-
ing the nissim of Shabbos Hagadol by calling it a name of Shabbos 
Hagadol. Then there is the difference of one Pshat that focuses and 
remembers that the Yidden were saved in a ‘nissim’diker’ way from 
Hashem. The other peirush focuses and remembers that the reshaim 
got the yesurim they deserved.
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However, the Shulchan Aruch HaRav brings the reason explained in 
Tosfos in Gemara Shabbos. Even though, according to this explana-
tion, one has to understand what was gained and the greatness of 
the fact, that the bechorim went to their fathers and to Pharaoh and 
when they refused to let the Yidden free, they made a war against 
Pharaoh and their fathers and many of them were killed.

The biur in this is, because as he brings in Shulchan, the nes that hap-
pened with ‘Lemakeh Mitzrayim Bivchoreihem’ was the beginning of 
Yetzias Mitzrayim. That in fact, is why it is Shabbos Hagadol. Which 
means that we are not only commemorating the fact that the Mitz-
riyim died, but that the inyan of Yidden going out of Mitzrayim actu-
ally started then - in action. This is also the penimius reason why we 
always keep it on Shabbos and not on the 10th day when it happened.

The connection with Shabbos is explained through the two zechiros 
that we do on Shabbos – both being remembered during Kiddush.

Aleph: Shabbos is eidus and is a zechira to Ma’aseh Bereishis. When 
Yidden keep Shabbos, they are eidus to the fact that it is Hashem that 
created the world in six days and rested on the seventh. This aspect 
focuses on Shabbos as the shleimus of the briya.

Beis: the Pasuk says ‘Vezocharto Ki Eved Hoyiso Be’eretz Mitzrayim... 
Al Kein Tzivcha Hashem Eloikecho Laasos Es HaShabbos’ - remember-
ing that we were avodim and Hashem took us out. This is the aspect 
of Shabbos as it relates only to Yidden and their connection with 
Hashem. This is completely higher than briya.

The difference of the two is, that the first is zecher l’ma’aseh bereishis, 
with Shabbos being a chelek of the briya. Being that the briya was 
missing menucha when Shabbos came, Hashem created menucha. This 
shows how through Shabbos we make a shleimus in the briya. How-
ever, zecher to Yetzias Mitzrayim is a part of Shabbos which is higher 
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than the briya. It has a connection only to us Yidden through the fact 
that we came out of Mitzrayim. Going out of Mitzrayim happened 
with great nissim and niflaos, breaking all boundaries of creation.

This is the difference between what the Tur explains as the nes of 
Shabbos Hagadol and the peirush from Tosfos that the Shulchan Aruch 
HaRav brings.

When the Yidden went to be mekayem the Mitzvah of Korban Pesach 
that Hashem commanded them, the nes that they were not stopped 
by the Mitzriyim, is part of Ma’aseh Bereishis. Because when there 
is the recognition that Hashem created the world, that Hashem is 
manhig the world, then it is understood that no one will try to inter-
fere, or go against the will and the commands that the Creator gives, 
so this is not totally out of the gedarim of teva.

Different was the war that the Mitzriyim started against their own 
fathers and king. This war was the beginning of Yetzias Mitzrayim, 
which means it going out of all the boundaries of teva. This nes is the 
nes of Shabbos Hagadol, and it’s the second and gadol part of what we 
are saying eidus to on Shabbos. That’s why we call this Shabbos, Shab-
bos Hagadol. When the Mitzriyim themselves are fighting and break-
ing the strength of the klipah of Pharaoh and Mitzrayim that is such 
a great klipah, that it is a nes that is beyond anything that teva can 
do. It’s not that there is a nes from on high, that comes and destroys 
the klipah but rather the klipah, and the strongest part of the klipah, 
represented by the bechoirei Mitzrayim, are mevatel the klipah itself! 
Menei ubei, the very fact that bechorei Mitzrayim are demanding that 
their fathers and Pharaoh should send the Yidden out of Mitzrayim, is 
the great nes and the gadlus of which Shabbos Hagadol reminds us of.

That is also why we say Avodim Hoyinu on Shabbos Hagadol and not 
Borchi Nafshi. Borchi Nafshi is about the niflaos of Ma’aseh Bereishis, 
the first inyan of Shabbos - zecher l’maaseh bereishis. On this Shab-
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bos before Pesach when the Yetzias Mitzrayim starts, we say Avodim 
Hoyinu, and how the Haggadah describes going out of Mitzrayim. 
Through doing that we remember the second inyan of Shabbos - the 
zecher of Shabbos - which is Yetzias Mitzrayim and is gadol in relation 
to Ma’aseh Bereishis.

Another important nekuda is, that it was the Yidden that caused the 
bechorim to break their own klipah by doing the Mitzvah of Hashem. 
This teaches us that the Yidden are a light upon the nations and 
effect the nations. We are released from all bondage only through 
the kiyum of Torah and Mitzvos. It was the Yidden’s unashamed expla-
nation to what they were doing that made the nes of ‘Lemakeh Mitz-
rayim B’vchoreihem’ happen. They did it with Mesiras Nefesh even 
though their neighbors were laughing at them and upset with them. 
The exact opposite is what actually happened. Yes, the Mitzriyim’s 
teeth got shaky and they were angry, but their anger then became 
directed to those goyim that were hindering the Yidden from doing 
their Mitzvah and inhibiting them with boundaries.

This is also why the nes is done on the day of the week rather than the 
day of the month. We spoke before that the month is chiddush and 
is tied with nissim that come from above and break the boundaries 
of teva. However, here the nes happened from the Mitzriyim them-
selves, the teva itself went to war to release the Yidden. That is why 
the nes is kovuah on the day of a week, not the day of the month, 
to show that the briya itself fights for the Yidden and releases them 
from all bondage.

Yehi Ratzon, that Hashem should make this nes again this Shabbos 
Hagadol that the bechorim of the Mitzrayim that we are in, should 
fight and succeed to send the individual Yid and all Yidden out of 
Mitzrayim. We should be able to celebrate Pesach properly, and with 
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Moshiach Tzidkeinu go to Eretz Yisroel and be able to be makriv the 
Korban Pesach.

Ah gutten un freilichen Shabbos,

Sholom Mordechai Halevi Ben Rivkah, Sheyichye
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THE SHELAH HAKADOSH ON PESACH

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Family
Date: 14 Nissan, 5771

B”H

Dear Kinderlach sheyichyu,

A freilichen Yom Tov,

In keeping with learning from the Shelah HaKodesh we will continue 
to learn that, and then we will learn something from the Shelah on 
the Haggadah. It is important to note that in Maseches Pesachim, 
where he also has the biurim in the Haggadah, the Shelah requests 
that his sons say some peirush of the Shelah at the Seder.

All inyonim of cheirus that we do on this night is the cheirus of the 
nefesh that we were saved from the kelipos. Since we were sunk in the 
49 ponim tamei, and we were taken out to cheirus, therefore we make 
a siman of cheirus. We are therefore b’simcha shel Mitzvah, and before 
the Yom Tov comes in we are me’vaer the Chametz, which is a klipah, 
in a complete and total way – “b’al yeroeh ub’al yemotzei.” The Chametz 
is just not there. When the holiness of Yom Tov comes we have gone 
in with a greater level of Kedusha and we have gone out from dark-
ness to light.

Arbah Kosos

This is why we have the four cups of wine. When the Yidden were in 
Golus Mitzrayim they were under the klipos of Arlah, the four harsh-
est klipos, and according to the teva of the world someone who comes 
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under those klipos cannot have any freedom. For this reason, Yaakov 
Avinu was afraid to go down to Mitzrayim until Hashem told him ‘Al 
Tira Meirda Mitzraima, Veonoichi Aalcho Gam Oloi.’

Hashem promises Yaakov that he will raise him out of Mitzrayim, and 
when it came the time to redeem the Yidden, Hashem had to break 
the klipah, Hashem killed the bechorim and Hashem destroyed their 
idols. That’s why Hashem told the Yidden to make a Bris Milah to go 
out of the orlah and when they separated from the orlo, that went 
immediately to cheirus. For the shivra, the breaking of the four klipos, 
there are four leshonos of Geula in Parshas Vaeira. When we bring the 
fourth cup we say Hallel, because we are the avodim of Hashem and 
not avdei Pharaoh.

Matzah Shmura

The same letters of Chametz is Matzah and the only difference is a 
nekudah that separates the hei from being a ches.

We know that nekudah is chochmo. ‘Hei’ is yesoid binah and Matzah 
Shmura is that the nekuda of chochmo, bitul, is in binah and protected 
from Chametz. When there is the hispashtus habinyon where there 
can be nourishment to forces that are opposite of Kedusha, the ‘hei’ 
could become into a ches, as the Pasuk says ‘Katzi Mipnei Bnois Cheis’.

This is also the inyan of Arba Kosos. Even when there is the Choch-
mah and Bina spread to Chesed and Gevura, it is all ‘shov el achizoso 
(returning to its inheritance) to the yovel, which is Geula.

Hei Lachmo Anyo - lechem oini

The question is, what is the maaloh of chipazon (leaving Mitzrayim in 
a hurry) that we make a special zechirah for the chipazon?

Lechoirah, by the Geula sheleima there will not be chipazon. That 
seems to say that there is not a maaloh in chipazon, so why is our 
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Matzah eaten because there was chipazon and that dough didn’t rise 
and become Chametz?

The inyan is that Hakadosh Baruch Hu takes us out of Mitzrayim and 
the bad Malach must say amein.

In the same way that the Mitzriyim enslaved the Yidden they were 
forced to free us from bondage to cheirus.

The Mitzriyim did allow the Yidden, when we were enslaved, to wait 
until the dough would rise and become bread and Chametz. They 
rushed them off to work, (in America they tell us to rush and to even 
eat while going to work! the infamous sandwich), that’s why now by 
the Geula the Mitzriyim were forced to rush the Yidden to our free-
dom. That the dough could not rise is the peleh of the Geula! In that 
very way they planned and enslaved us Yidden they were forced to 
free us. This is mamish the inyan of going from a big darkness to light.

This is already what Hashem had in mind when Hashem gave the 
Mitzvah to eat matzos the night before, at chatzos, with the Korban 
Pesach. This is how we understand the meaning of Rashi in Parshas 
Re’ei, lechem oini, the bread that reminds us of the oini. (Oini means 
enslaved, gepainikt, - oni is poor.) It reminds us that we were enslaved 
in Mitzrayim – and the fact that were not anymore is the peleh.

That is why there must be lechem oini on the first night only, and there 
cannot be Matzah Ashira. Because to make the zechirah how it was 
in Mitzrayim, that the same rush that they suffered in enslavement, 
Hashem made that the Mitzriyim should rush them to their Geula. 
However, the rest of the days the main thing is, that there should be 
no Chametz, and therefore Matzah Ashira is already permissible.

Hei lachmo anyo.
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Omar Shmuel, it’s called lechem oini because a lot is answered on this 
lechem.

Vechol hamesaper... harei zeh meshuboch.

The Shelah explains be’arichus, that the words of sipur Yetzias Mitz-
rayim makes a roishem lemaaloh and this awakens the Koach haGeula 
like it was in those days. Hakadosh Baruch Hu is one with the sippur 
and causes the hisorreres of Geula.

‘Yoidu Lashem Chasdoi’, when we praise Hashem for his chesed, which 
is said singular, that awakens that Hashem is mashpia even more 
chesed. And that’s why the Pasuk says ‘venifliosav’, his wonders, in the 
plural many wonders, Hashem makes for man.

This teaches us that when we thank Hashem for the kindness that He 
did, then comes an awakening of the hashpoah, the flow of kindness, 
to add to the first chesed – ‘Venifliosav’!

So let’s thank Hashem for all his kindness, and Hashem will make the 
nissim we all need, with poshute cheirus just like before.

A kosheren freilichen Yom Tov,

Tatty
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ACHIEVING FREEDOM IN GOLUS

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Reb Pinchas, All
Date: 14 Nissan, 5771

B”H

Reb Pinchas, all my brothers, Askanim, and all my family sheyichyu,

In a few hours is the Seder where we have the Mitzvah of saying the 
story of Yetzias Mitzrayim; how Hashem made great miracles for us 
when he took us out and it was revealed to all the nations that our 
freedom is happening only because the Creator and King of the world 
is making these nissim for his one and only child, ‘Beni B’choiri Yisroel’.

Sitting in Golus, and waiting for our Geula through celebrating chei-
rus in a real way, needs a little hisboinenus and understanding of what 
cheirus means. We usually attribute the word freedom to a matzav 
that follows hard work. This is right on target but the freedom is pic-
tured in terms of something else. We think of freedom that, since 
before we were working hard and not having any enjoyment in our 
life, now in freedom, we can have beautiful clothes and good food, 
good drinks and surrounded by all that we want to be with in a place 
where there is no hint of the word work. That is true, which why at 
the Seder, the Shulchan Aruch says that the table must be set like roy-
alty, even if the nice keilim are borrowed and we need to eat b’heseiba 
and drink b’heseiba.

But then we wonder, if this is all what freedom is about then why 
can’t we skip over the work part of our life in order to get straight to 
the freedom part of our life? The question can only be asked because 
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the work that got us to the freedom we have, is viewed as some-
thing that had no other purpose other than to have the ability to be 
rewarded with all the nice stuff we enjoy in freedom.

Let’s share a world of Torah on the Pasuk in Micha, ‘Ki’mei Tziescho 
M’Eretz Mitzrayim Arenu Niflaos’.

The Pasuk can have two pirushim. The first Pshat is that the Geula 
ho’asida will have miracles as the Geula from Mitzrayim had miracles.

Pshat number two is that the miracles of the Geula Ho’asida will be 
miracles in relation to the miracles that we saw during Yetzias Mitz-
rayim, which will be miracles beyond comprehension. Kriyas Yam Suf 
will be like nature in comparison to the miracles of the Geula Ho’asida.

According to the second Pshat, the question is simple.

What relation and what comparison is there that the Navi compares 
the two? What comparison is there then, between the miracles that 
Hashem made when he took us out of Mitzrayim and the miracles of 
the Geula Ho’asida?

The Rebbe Rayatz explains, that since by Geulas Mitzrayim there 
became the Chidush (chidush means something totally new and 
unknown before this event), of the inyan of Geula for us Yidden, it 
opened the door for all the future geulos.

This is also what it means that every day that we are going from Geulas 
Mitzrayim is a day that we are heading toward the Geula Ho’asida. The 
Geula of Mitzrayim was not complete, as we see from the other goli-
yos, but it is the beginning of our new existence as an Am Hashem 
that received the Torah, connected with Hashem, going towards the 
Geula forever.

Listening to all this still makes us wonder, what is all this hard work 
for?
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Since Hashem wants to give us the Geula Shleima with Moshiach Tzid-
keinu, what is really all the reason for the work we put in each day 
getting there? Yes, we understand that Hashem will reward us with a 
great treasure for our work in Golus. But to repeat the words of our 
ancestors; “We are mevater on the Rechush Gadol, just please Hashem 
free us from all this misery”. We have had enough of this hard work 
and nisyonos, and the Rechush Gadol seems like something removed.

Here is where there is a tremendous lesson, which we need to focus 
on this Pesach. Pleasure of cheirus is not what we will receive later, 
separate and apart of what we are going through now. Rather, the 
pleasure of cheirus is being achieved during our days from Mitzrayim 
till Moshiach.

First, cheirus is when a person is unlimited and unhindered by any 
limitations of himself and of anything else.

That can only be when he rids himself of all Chametz that inhibits 
him and he is his true self. This is also when the limited person con-
nects and is one with Hashem, Who has no limitations.

When we have a nisayon, when we are in Golus, and Hashem is hidden, 
we need to have extra Koach from Hashem to be able to achieve vic-
tory. When we Yidden went out of Mitzrayim, we were called ‘Tzivos 
Hashem’, the army of Hashem, our King. Since then we are fighting 
His fight as loyal soldiers and servants. We know that in ordinary 
times, a king has his greatest treasures stored away, he wouldn’t reg-
ularly use them for anything. Yet, when the king is waging a war and 
he needs to supply his troops, he will open up all these hidden trea-
sures that he will give freely to every soldier that needs it.

In the same way, Hashem will give us great oiros and kochos during 
our nisyonos so that we can make the world a place of Kedusha. We 
need to know that as we find ourselves in Golus, traveling toward 
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Geula, we are not alone. Hashem is giving us those great hidden oiros 
that no one has ever seen before. The highest angels have not seen 
these treasures. It is only us that Hashem gives us these treasures. 
Then when we achieve ultimate cheirus, the pleasure we will have will 
be the very treasure that we received only because we were willing to 
be in Hashem’s army and fight His fight. For those that were comfort-
ably doing the work that ‘great treasures’ are not needed to accom-
plish that work, then those will have lost out in receiving such great 
divine light.

This shows us the maalah that exists in the Geulas Mitzrayim that 
will also be cherished in the times of Moshiach and that is why the 
Navi Micha says, ‘Kimei Tzeischo’, that even when Moshiach will come, 
these hidden treasures that Hashem has and never revealed, we will 
have then and enjoy them. So therefore, the miracles of the Geula 
Ha’asida are compared to Geulas Mitzrayim.

With all of this explanation, we say to Hashem and beg him to bring 
the Geula Ho’asida, we say that we have waited long enough and 
we are ready, ‘Le’echol Min HaPsochim Umin HaZvochim’ in the Bais 
HaMikdash HaShlishi.

And to bring this on a personal level, since this is a time, as it says in 
the heiliger Seforim, for the yeshuos, specifically in the inyan of chei-
rus, we all ask Hashem that he should give a personal Geula of free-
dom b’pashtus and that all the Yidden that need the inyan of freedom 
should receive their freedom.

A freilichen and kosheren Yom Tov,

Sholom Mordechai Halevi Ben Rivkah, Sheyichye
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SWEETENING THE SEVERITIES WITH OUR AC-
TIONS

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Family
Date: 14 Nissan, 5771

B”H

Dear Kinderlach,

Here is some more Divrei Torah to say at the Seder:

The Maharal writes in the beginning of the Haggadah that every-
thing we do during the Seder tonight is of great importance and 
“ve’ein davar raik maihen.”(what a lashon!) Therefore, we should be 
meticulous in every minhag and Mitzvah D’rabanan and D’oraisa that 
we are doing.

We all have the same items on the ke’arah, but there are different min-
hagim about the placement of the items. However, l’gabei the Maror, 
we all place the Maror in the center of the ke’arah. Fregt zich di shei-
lah, we know that there is spiritual significance regarding which side 
to use for each siman. We know that Chesed is on the right, on the 
left is Gevurah, and Tiferes which is rachmanus is in the center. That’s 
why it says in the Pasuk, “semoli tachas leroshi v’yemini techbikeini, 
yemin mikareves usmol docheh.” We give tzedakah with the right hand, 
etc. However, Maror would be described as Gevurah, being that it is 
bitter, so why do we put the Maror in the middle which is rachmanus. 
If I remember correctly, the Maror is to awaken the merirus, di bitter-
keit within us. Realizing that we are not with Hashem as much as we 
should be. We are in Golus and the merirus of the Yid is then me’orer 
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the rachamin of Hashem, our Father in heaven. He has the rachmanus 
and He takes us out of our Golus and brings us together, close to him.

We find the same with yachatz when we break the middle Matzah 
which is kineged Yitzchak Avinu. Avraham Avinu is Ahava/Chesed, 
Yitzchak Avinu is Gevurah/Gevurah and Yaakov Avinu is Tiferes/ 
Rachmanus. In the Avodah of yachatz we are mamtik the gevuros of 
Yitzchak by breaking the Matzah into five pieces (just like the Rebbe 
Rashab who would break the Yachatz Matzah into five pieces, corre-
sponding to the hei gevuros) Just like we do on Hoshana Rabba when 
we take the five aravos which are kineged the five gevuros. Then we 
klap hoshanas five times to be mamtik the gevuros. Then from those 
gevuros emerges the Afikoman which is comprised of two words: afik 
bring out and man: the food. The place of gevuros becomes the makom 
of hashpa’os b’harchavah. As you know, Chesed is usually defined as 
hashpa’ah and giving, whereas gevuros is defined as holding back. 
But it is davka from Gevurah that there are tagburos Harachamim, the 
overflowing strength of rachmanus, which we all need so much today.

In these days of z’man cheiruseinu, it should be the time of our 
redemption, personal redemption and the klali redemption.

A Gut Yom Tov, a Koshera Yom Tov,

Tatty
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BITACHON: PRAISING BEFORE THE YESHUAH

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Family
Date: 14 Nissan, 5771

B”H

Dear Kinderlach,

Here is another thought for the Seder:

Meir Simcha sheyichye asked me to remind everyone about the D’var 
Torah from the Shelah Hakadosh. Every year at the Seder we remem-
ber the Midrash that describes the Malachim’s shira to Hashem while 
the Egyptians were drowning in the Yam Suf. During that time 
Hashem said to the Malachim, “Maaseh yadai tubu biyam ve’atem 
omrim shira!?[my creations are drowning and you are singing shira!?]

This requires clarification. Hashem was not telling the Malachim 
to stop singing because His creations were sinking in the Yam Suf! 
Clearly, the ones drowning in the Yam Suf were the ones that Hashem 
inflicted with the 10 Makkos! Furthermore, Hashem tells Moshe Rab-
beinu that He wanted to show His strength through the Mitzriyim 
downfall and that He laughs at the Mitzrayim for all generations to 
come. The Malachim heard that Hashem laughed at the Mitzriyim, and 
they praised Hashem for revealing His strength. On another note, it 
is the derech of Hashem to save the Yidden from destruction. Thus 
we conclude, that this Midrash is not about Hashem being somewhat 
surprised at the Malachim for missing rachmanus (by singing shira 
when Hashem’s creations are being destroyed) because when Reshaim 
are being destroyed any Rachmanus exhibited would be misplaced.
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The Pshat is based on the story of the nes that happened during the 
time of Chizkiyahu Hamelech. Hashem expected Chizkiyahu to say 
shira as soon as he heard that Hashem would save the Yidden from 
the murderous army of King Sancherev, who were waiting outside 
the walls of Yerushalayim. When Chizkiyahu heard this nevuah from 
the Navi, Yeshaya, he was expected to have the Emunah to sing shira 
right then and there, and not wait to witness the nes. On the other 
hand, the Yidden did need to see the “Mitzriyim meis al sifas hayam.” 
Yet, this was not considered to be a chisaron since the Yidden were 
still on a level of katnus in the strength of their Emunah. At that time, 
they still did not receive the Torah which gives us strength in Emunah 
in great ways.

Contrary to Hashem’s expectations for the Yidden, Hashem expected 
the Malachim to sing shira immediately upon hearing the besurah 
tova; precisely when Hashem told Moshe to go into the Yam Suf 
because He will split the Yam. The Malachim waited for the maaseh 
to happen and the Mitzriyim were already drowning when they sang 
shira. Therefore, Hashem says to them, “Maaseh yodai tubu bayam…!?” 
Only now that you see it happening lipoel are you all singing, you, 
Malachim [being on a high level of Emunah ] should have started 
singing before.

This reminds us again that in the sipur Yetzias Mitzrayim, not only 
does Hashem take us out of Mitzrayim and end our slavery, but that He 
does it with miracles and great wonders! The Haggadah spends a lot 
of time describing all the Makkos that the Mitzriyim got in Mitzrayim 
and how many more they received by the sea because the Reshaim 
must get punished. And of course the salvation of the Yidden is b’yad 
Romo and b’reish galai. Kein tihiye, in our story, with all these Reshaim 
that are chasing us. They will receive their punishment and we will be 
saved! Hashem will make it happen soon, even this Yom Tov!
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The lesson here is that we need to praise Hashem already for the 
nissim that He is going to do. With that kind of Simcha and Bitachon 
the nissim are revealed and we serve Hashem in the best way.

A Freilichin Yom Tov,

Tatty
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EMUNAH: SEICHEL OR ABOVE SEICHEL?

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Leah
Date: 17 Nissan, 5771

B”H

Dear Bluma Leah Chana Shetichye,

Ah guten moed, ah freilichen moed un ah kosher moed v’Yom Tov.

Pesach is a time for questions and answers. I guess questions are abun-
dantly available all year-round so the chiddush is more relevant on the 
answer part than the question part. It is a Mitzvah to ask questions 
and give answers. Hashem, Who is the Commander of the Mitzvah, 
would not allow a question to be asked without making the answer 
attainable. As Hashem says in the Gemara, “Yogati u’matzasi taamin”. 
This means that we can find answers for whatever we are looking for 
as long as there is the “yegia”. This is most interesting in the fact that 
Matzah is the food of Emunah which is, l’choira, a higher answer than 
an answer of seichel. Therefore, when we eat the Matzah we internal-
ize that which is higher than seichel in a way that it becomes part of 
our life and one with us.

The name Pesach represents the giluy of Hashem, a level that is higher 
than Seder. Seder is a level which seichel needs to understand. The 
Korban Pesach was done without seichel, with just total Emunah . 
Therefore, we take the Korban Pesach (representing a higher level 
of Emunah ) and we bring it into the Seder (a lower level of Emunah 
based on seichel) in order to elevate the Seder which is an orderly pro-
cess, at least it is supposed to be.
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Hashem wanted me to have my Seder here in Otisville, and the proof 
of that is that as I am here, I thought to share with you a few of the 
insights we had by the Seder. Yes, Eliyahu Hanavi had an open door 
for him, with four licht welcoming him to our Seder as we said, with 
great feeling, “Shfoch chamoscha.....”

There is a Yid here, Chaim, who worked very hard to nicely set up 
the three tables that we used. Being that he was here before shkiah, 
we were able to say the Korban Pesach from the Siddur as one is sup-
posed to after Mincha. I had received a tremendous letter written 
by Reb Shimshon of Astropola, Hashem yinkom domo, from a pen-
pal that sends me different inyanim in learning, explaining a Torah 
niflah in the Arizal and it is a segulah nifla’ah to learn it anytime and 
especially Erev Pesach. Refael is a Sefardi and he has a Sefardi siddur. 
As he was going through his siddur, looking for the Korban Pesach, 
he showed me what he said, which is this Torah from Reb Shim-
shon, Hashem yinkom domo. I asked him if he wants to learn it and 
understand it and he was happy to, so we learned it together. His 
face began lighting up in a big smile as we got into the Torah which 
included the actual limud. It also shows how everything that we have 
in the Torah is so b’diyuk and important. He really enjoyed it; then the 
other people came in and we started the Seder.

I explained to those that were there that first we would daven Maariv 
and then we would sing Hallel and then the Seder would begin. If 
anybody wanted to go on, on their own, they were welcome to; but 
if anybody wanted to join with me they were welcome, too. Baruch 
Hashem, most joined me and Maariv started. We did not have a 
Minyan so I davened out loud and we said Shema together, out loud. 
After Maariv, I said the bracha for Hallel and sang Hallel with closed 
eyes, thinking I was in shul together with everybody. Hallel was sung 
very slowly and with as much chiyus as could be had and for the time 
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Hallel was being sung it felt as if I was takeh in shul, davening with 
all the rest of the Yidden.

“Lo lanu Hashem lo lanu ki leshimchoh tein kovod, lo yomru. . . Hallelu es 
Hashem kol goyim. . . . Hodu Lashem ki tov ki le’olam chasdo. . . Min ham-
eitzar korosi. . .” “Ana Hashem hoshiah nah, ana Hashem hoshiah nah,” 
was also said with great kavana.

“Ana Hashem hatzlichah nah, ana Hashem hatzlichah nah,” was said for 
tremendous hatzlacha in all we do.

U’lpeleh gadol, there was quiet in the room when I finished the bracha, 
“Ki Lecha tov l’hodos…” Very soon we will make a great Seudas Hoda’ah 
and be meshabeach Hashem for my personal and all of Klal Yisrael’s 
Geula.

Then, as we did every year at home, we started taking the Matzahs 
and making the k’arah. To many, this was all new and they were very 
interested in what was going on. Why three Matzahs? Why the items 
on the k’arah? Why the 4 cups of grape juice? Most of the guys fol-
lowed and we had a Seder table and each person was ready for Kadeish.

The vort from the Maharil states that every nuance in the Seder, even 
if it seems unimportant, is very important.

First, all together, we said the fifteen chalokim of the Seder: Kadeish, 
Urchatz, Karpas, Yachatz....

At this point in the Seder, a vort that got some real responses was the 
discussion of why the Maror is in the center of the plate. Being that 
Maror is bitter and represents Gevurah, why is it put in the center? (I 
sent an email on this before Yom Tov.)

The answer, in short, is that the bitterness that we have is not an 
end in and of itself but rather it is in order to invoke Rachamim from 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Because when Hashem sees that we are bittered 
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in our plight and want to be able to do better, Hashem, as our Father, 
is aroused with mercy and comes to save us, just as He saved us in the 
time of Yetzias Mitzrayim. By the nods of their heads and their com-
ments afterward, even from the most skeptical ones, I understood 
they felt that the bitterness was already felt and it is the the mercy of 
Hashem that we yearn for so much.

We talked about cheirus and about the chicken fat story (see 24 
Nissan, 5771). We also spoke about the meaning of time in connec-
tion to the Mitzvah of Sefiras Ha’omer and discussed eating Matzah 
and Maror.

Let’s start with cheirus.

The question we always ask is how on earth can we celebrate cheirus 
when we are still in Golus?

Well, that question takes on a whole new meaning when one finds 
himself on a different plane, unknown to most people. For those that 
are in prison where there is no physical freedom, the question of how 
we can celebrate cheirus takes on a whole new dimension. As I was 
talking about this the room was silent, which is a chidush gomur com-
pared to how things generally are. One could feel that their souls 
were listening intently, wanting to hear the answer to this question.

The computer is flashing that there are a few minutes left so, im 
yirtzeh Hashem, I will continue later, with some more stories.

Happy Yom Tov,

SMR
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FREEDOM FROM MITZRAYIM IS INCOMPLETE

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Reb Pinchas, All
Date: 20 Nissan, 5771

B”H

R’ Pinchas, All my brothers, Askanim, and all my family, sheyichyu,

Gut Moed. We are now preparing for the Yom Tov of Kriyas Yam Suf 
and Kriyas Yam Suf. Previously, Hashem took the Yidden out of Mitz-
rayim from slavery. The Yidden were on their way to Kabolas HaTorah, 
but Pharaoh and his Mitzriyim began to chase them; thus, their Geula 
was not complete. As long as there is a possibility of being enslaved 
once more, Geula is not complete.

Therefore, on the night of Kriyas Yam Suf, b’ashmuras haboker, the real 
freedom begins. This is when the Yidden begin to be mekabel Torah, 
“Ein lecha ben chorin, ela mi she’osek batorah.”

There are 3 pesukim in Hallel Hagadol which describe Kriyas Yam Suf:

1) “Legozer Yam Suf l’gezarim, ki l’olam chasdo,” refers to Hashem 
coming to be with the Yidden.

2) “V’heevir Yisrael b’socho, ki l’olam chasdo,” refers to the Yidden being 
with Hashem.

There is a yichud between Hashem and Klal Yisrael, similar to when a 
Chosson comes toward his Kallah, and then the Kallah goes to her 
Chosson. Woe to the person who tries to interfere between the two 
of them!
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3)“Ve’nier Pharaoh v’chelo b’Yam Suf, ki l’olam chasdo,” is what hap-
pens to those that interfere with the yichud of the Aibershter and 
the Yidden. Yehi Ratzon that it should be as such in our times, that 
Hashem comes close to us and we get closer to Him. Anyone that tries 
to interfere should be destroyed, as Pharaoh and his officers were 
destroyed. The Yidden should be able to continue our special Avodah 
with Hashem.

Yehi Ratzon that Hashem should take every Yid out of any Mitzrayim 
he may find himself in, along with the redemption from the klipah 
and all of its manifestations, which need to be destroyed – to the 
point that they never bother or inhibit the Yid again. Furthermore, 
let us be zoche to have our cheirus as Klal Yisrael from this long and 
bitter Golus. We will be fortunate to sing the tenth shira as we leave 
Golus, together with Moshiach Tzidkeinu.

A Freilichen Yom Tov,

Sholom Mordechai Halevi Ben Rivkah, Sheyichye
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INDIVIDUAL DIVINE PROTECTION

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Leah
Date: 23 Nissan, 5771

B”H

Dear Bluma Leah Chana shetichye,

When we talked about the concept of going from slavery to freedom, 
it was a topic that was very relevant to what we are living through. At 
the start of the Seder, we had the feeling that slavery is set and free-
dom is something not to be talked about. It’s an amazing thing that 
happens when all hope of cheirus is discarded and the current state 
of enslavement is accepted as the reality. It was like when Moshe Rab-
beinu came and spoke to the Yidden about the imminent redemption 
that Hashem sent him to relate to them. They just could not listen 
“m’kotzer ruach um’avoda kosho”. When I learned this, I wondered why 
a slave that has such a hard life would not be able to listen to words of 
redemption; but, at first, that was very much the mood at the Seder 
table.

However, then we began to read the Haggadah and related the mes-
sage of the Matzah which symbolizes that redemption comes so 
quickly that there is not even enough time for the dough to rise. We 
also learn from the Matzah that Hashem does not send a Malach or 
any other messenger to save us from the Mitzriyim; rather, He Him-
self personally comes to take us out of our slavery because He cares 
about every single Yid. After discussing that we started warming up 
to the idea of redemption and it’s reality.
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Then, we related how every Yid was rewarded with unimaginable 
wealth when he left Mitzrayim and was able to see his own tormen-
tor punished for the atrocities he committed against him during the 
years of slavery.

The fact that Hashem did not punish the Mitzriyim in a “wholesale 
fashion”, but rather, punished each Mitzri individually at the Yam Suf, 
according to his evil doing, clearly shows us that Hashem is watching 
each of us, personally, and each action taken against us is not forgot-
ten. This is something I never imagined I would be able to talk about 
so personally. I was able to describe to them those security officers 
that go out of their way to harass an inmate, making the inmate’s life 
as miserable as he can (within the law). I was able to describe, too, 
how Hashem is watching us and feels our pain, and assure them that 
our tormentors will be punished.

There was quite an emphasis on the fact that Hashem took us out of 
Mitzrayim to serve Him at Har Sinai. Hashem freed us from the slav-
ery of Egypt, not to take us on a vacation, but to serve Him. There 
was a lot of surprise about that. Someone even asked whether the 
Yidden knew that they were going out of Egypt to receive the Torah 
and serve Hashem. Actually, this is an area that surprised me, and we 
discussed the simple fact that, right from the start, Hashem told the 
Yidden that Yetzias Mitzrayim was to serve Hashem. Yet, it took a few 
by surprise and they joined in, questioned and eventually, accepted 
that they had simply overlooked that fact.

We sang Dayeinu, with me reading the Loshon Kodesh and everybody 
screaming out “DAYEINU”! That was actually a lot of fun and being 
that late in the Seder they were with it.

We ate Shulchan Orech, sang a little and then got to Motzi Matzah and 
Maror. Here we learn a lesson that when we do a Mitzvah according 
to the Shulchan Aruch and with the proper measure, it is clearly seen 
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as something more than a physical act of eating, and it has an effect 
on others.

They told me the best part of the Seder was watching me eat the 
Matzah, b’heseiba. I was unsure of what they are talking about. One 
person explained that it was the commitment to eating all that 
Matzah and he could not eat all that Matzah. So when we take the 
two K’zeisim Matzah because that is what the halachah tells us to 
do, it’s amazing that that consumption (which seems to be a task of 
eating) is actually seen as different from other forms of eating.

Tzafon. Beirach. Hallel.

We were fortunate to have two of the Yidden go and open the door 
for Eliyahu Hanavi and say Sh’foch Chamascha. It was a very touching 
moment for me and the others that realized that we were in the pres-
ence of Eliyahu Hanavi!

Before the computer shuts down again, here is an interesting thing 
that happened at the Counting of the Omer. As the day before, I 
davened Maariv and sang Hallel and then I told everyone about the 
special Mitzvah we have that night, Sefiras Ha’omer. I explained to 
them that the Yidden were so anxious to receive the Torah that they 
counted each day they finished until they reached Har Sinai.

The amazing lesson we learn is the value of time. Time is some-
thing that is so precious, even more than money. Money lost can 
be returned; time taken away will never be returned. To bring that 
home, again, here is an example from prison life.

It is absolutely ironic and of Golus mentality that when people here 
describe the time they have to be enslaved in prison they use the 
term, “time received”, not taken from them. They will say “I received 
twenty years” , “I received ten years” or “I received two years”. In real-
ity, they did not receive anything! Their time, the most precious 
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thing they have, has been taken from them. I can’t describe to 
you the look on the inmates faces as they were contemplating this 
thought.

Furthermore, on Planet Earth, life is a very precious thing. People 
want to be able to give the gift of life. People will study and dedi-
cate their life to the mission of giving life; yet, when a life sentence 
is handed to a person he will describe it as “he got life!’’ Actually, he 
got a death sentence!

This is the lesson of the Counting of the Omer, that time is so pre-
cious and when there is a punishment that impacts and takes away 
one’s time, it is actually a very tough and harsh punishment, even 
cruel.

Hashem comes and saves us from all this enslavement and we become 
a nation of free people forever! Kein t’hiyeh lanu.

To be continued.
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APPRECIATING OUR DIAMONDS

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Leah
Date: 24 Nissan, 5771

B”H

Dear Bluma Leah Chana Shetichye,

A freilichen Isru Chag! Pesach is still with us and actually, it is with us 
the entire month of Nissan, since we do not say Tachanun all month 
and it is called the month of Nissan and Geula, Kein t’hiyeh lanu.

It says that “the beginning is implanted in the end and the end in the 
beginning,” so the few points of the sedarim that were supposed to be 
continued, I will continue now.

By the time we got to the second Seder everybody was more warmed 
up to the idea of Yom Tov. Also, Boruch Hashem there were a few that 
warmed up enough to join the dancing that was started after Magid 
and while some went to to Rachtzah. While it may not seem so special 
to dance without music to the frum world, for these guys to be able 
to dance while singing MiMitzrayim gealtanu aya aya aya :):) without 
an ear deafening band in foreground is something that really was 
special. Ata bechartanu was also a good song.

Another “moment” that could be felt and grabbed the attention and 
the sudden joining of everybody: trying to explain that this was a 
moment when the greatest treasures one seeks could be had for real. 
The greatest treasures are the Mitzvos that are done by the Seder and 
the cheirus which we could bring upon ourselves during this time 
that will translate to cheirus and freedom in reality.
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I shared with them the chicken fat story: A certain Yid that heard of 
a country that has diamonds on the ground that could just be picked 
up and make you instantly wealthy. This Yid traveled to this land and 
as soon as he came off his boat he filled up his pockets with the dia-
monds. He then finds out that in that land, the diamonds which are 
so easy to be had, are not precious and one is not wealthy by having 
diamonds. Rather the item used for currency is chicken fat! The Yid 
starts accumulating chicken fat and he becomes very chicken fat 
wealthy. He is honored by all the people living in chicken fat country. 
Then he realizes that he has to get back to his home so he loads up all 
his wealth of chicken fat onto the boat and reaches his home coun-
try. When he wants to show off his wealth to his family he opens 
up the boxes and boxes of chicken fat and a stench comes out that 
makes everyone run away because the fat has spoiled on the trip. The 
Yid realizes his lost opportunity. He then remembers that he had put 
some diamonds in his pockets of his old coat when he first came. He 
found the old coat and there were a few diamonds there. He realized 
sadly that although he has some of the great wealth that was in that 
land, he has lost the opportunity to bring back boxes and boxes of 
diamonds.

Finishing with the point, we are sitting at the Seder and instead of 
focusing on some chicken fat to be had here, let us focus on the abil-
ity to pick up the diamonds, even if they do not seem precious right 
now. There are also many precious things that we could have here. 
The most precious thing we have is cheirus, freedom.

Being that this was during shulchan orech we put some grape juice in 
our cups and we all said a big Lechaim :):) together that was so heart-
felt, it is still in my mind.

The second Seder was also done in as much time that we had. Had we 
more time, we would have been going for much longer. The door was 
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opened again and we said Shfoch Chamascha, drank the fourth cup 
and danced again to the tune of Leshana Habaah B’yerushalaim :):)

Nirtzah, Hashem is mekabel our Avodah and we are b’simcha for that.

Now for some of what happened here on Shevi’i Shel Pesach. Unfortu-
nately, there was no place designated where we could have the seudah 
together like we had for the Seder. So, as Yom Tov comes in and Baruch 
Hashem I lit the licht asking Hashem to split the Golus Haproti and 
the Golus haklali. I was sitting alone thinking of ways to get ener-
gized and lebedik for Yom Tov. It is like a dark cave with many foreign 
sounds coming in through the door and searching for some light.

About Kriyas Yam Suf, maybe the greatest lesson is how the Torah tells 
us about one single Yid with Mesiras Nefesh. Nachshon Ben Aminadav 
causes the nes of Kriyas Yam Suf to happen. This shows two things. 
The power of Mesiras Nefesh. Nachshon Ben Aminadav shows how the 
avoda without cheshbonos must be. When a Yid splits the covering of 
anything that covers the ratzon Hashem and reveals his Neshamah, 
then Hashem splits the cover of the sea, that covers over all the life 
in the sea, and the greatest nes happens. Nachshon knew only one 
thing. He knew that Hashem was taking the Yidden out of Mitzrayim 
in order to be mekabel the Toras Har Sinai. Nachshon was not stopping 
for anything that was trying to stop him. This is the power of Mesiras 
Nefesh and the power of one person.

Kriyas Yam Suf was not only a great big path through the ocean, 
rather, it was 12 paths that Hashem made for each shevet, as the Mid-
rash teaches us. The lesson from Kriyas Yam Suf is that through the 
ahava that Hashem showed the Yidden, He showed them how they are 
very much on my mind. How the unity and achdus of the Yidden that 
are going through the Yam Suf. How each shevet has their derech in 
their Avodas Hashem that causes the the nes to happen in their very 
own path through the Yam Suf. There was not only one great derech 
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for all Yidden. Hayam ra’oh vayanos, the Yam split for each Shevet. Each 
shevet had its own path because it was their derech in Avodas Hashem 
that the Yam saw and ran from (as it says in Hallel). They were also all 
able to see each other as they were passing through. This is because 
they all were going in the same direction with the same destination, 
Har Sinai. All of creation joined in the shira laHashem. As the Mid-
rash says, there were trees that grew out of the ground in the Yam Suf 
and peiros grew out of those trees that the kinderlach fed to the birds. 
They all sang shira. All the parts of creation were part of the shira. The 
ground did its part and grew trees. The trees did their part and grew 
fruits. The kinderlach did their part and fed the birds, chai, and they 
also sang along in the shira laHashem.

Mepi ollim v’yonkim yosadato oz lehashbis oyev umisnakem.

Also of importance is how Pharaoh and his army drowned in the Yam 
and how Dovid Hamelech gives that its own line in Ki le’olam chasdo.

I am sitting and wondering how to take this all and make this part 
of Yom Tov be with a special simcha with a shira laHashem. All these 
thoughts while I am alone in a cave with no fruit trees and no birds 
to sing with.Then I thought that I should gather all of the Yidden that 
are in the same unit. I go over to the few guys that are Yidden in the 
unit and see if they want to sit and discuss the special Yom Tov that 
we are having and the splitting of the Yam Suf. One was busy, and the 
other said that at 9 o’clock it will be ok. When I came in I was sur-
prised to see that sitting there was, one Yid, one lehavdil Christian, 
and one Yemenite Moslem! The first thing that passed through my 
mind was “what now?” I mean, who could have thought that this is 
what would happen? I wanted to talk to someone about the nissim 
of Hakadosh Boruch Hu and “now what?”. This is amazing- looking 
at their patient look and wanting to hear something made me think 
straight. Since everything is hashgacha pratis , I realize that this is 
amazing to be sitting here, on the night of Kriyas Yam Suf in such 
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company. It seems like these guys heard some chazara of what the 
Seders were like and they wanted to hear some more.

Sitting there and looking, I tell you that of course I could think of 
many other places I would rather have been, but, Hashem wanted me 
to be sitting in that place, and that is exactly what I was going to do. 
Of course I tell them the nissim of the Kriyas Yam in detail. I tell them 
about the wonders that Hashem does for the Yidden. How, the cre-
ation of the world was before, but it was in the month of Tishrei that 
all the people of the world got to see that the creator is Hashem. That, 
he is the Controller of Nature and that is also the purpose of the mir-
acles, which is to save Yidden, and the people that enslaved the Yidden 
were punished for their deeds. That, the purpose was for the Yidden 
to becomes G-D’s nation. How, G-d gives the Jews the land of Eretz 
Canaan… I could see the Yemenite squirming, so I asked him, “When 
G-d took the Jews out of Egypt where did he take them?” The whole 
fight today about Eretz Yisrael is against what all the religions believe 
in. That is because everyone agrees that there was Har Sinai and the 
Jews received the Torah. Then, doing as the Rambam says we need to 
do when we can have a hashpa’ah on the nations, we spoke about the 
Sheva Mitzvos Bnei Noach. They were very happy. Then the time came 
for the kindergarten to get locked in. Boruch Hashem I was able to 
stay up all night until a little after five and learn many inyanim. The 
guy that is in the same cell as me was Boruch Hashem ok with that.

The computer is almost closing so be’ezras Hashem to be continued. I 
will try in the morning.

Yehi Ratzon that the Geula should finally come today and we greet 
Moshiach Tzidkeinu.

Besoros Tovos,

Sholom Mordechai Halevi Ben Rivkah, Sheyichye
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LEARN FROM SHABBOS HAGADOL, EARN A 
NES GADOL

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: All
Date: 4 Nissan, 5772

B”H

Mein Tyere Yiddisher breeder un shvester sheyichyu,

It is in the zechus of the children, that there is strength for us Yidden 
to overcome all our enemies and tzaros. It is in the zechus of all the 
Torah you are learning, and all the maasim tovim you are doing in my 
zechus and my family’s zechus, that we will see the great yeshua, and 
Geula, and Yetzias Mitrayim. Just like the Yidden saw the big nes on 
the 10th of Nissan, we have Bitachon in Hashem that we will see our 
nes this year starting from the 10th of Nissan. This is the nes of the 
Geula that Hashem Yisbareich is sending me and my family. Hashem 
will reunite me with my family to be together for the Pesach Seder 
this year, along with the Geula of all of Klal Yisrael.

Chazal teach us that, “Every day we have to see ourselves as if we are 
going out of Mitzrayim.”

This is for every Yid. For me, this is what I live with every day. Mitz-
rayim is not only the land of Mitzrayim, we need to leave all things 
and places that make us Yidden constrained in our Avodas Hashem.

King Pharaoh of Mitzrayim enslaved Yidden to do work for him, and 
not for Hashem Yisbareich. He wanted to stop the Yidden from leaving 
Mitzrayim to serve Hashem. This is like the Yetzer Hara who is also 
an old foolish king. He comes to a Yid and tries to convince him to 
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do things that are not to be done by a Yid. Our fathers, in Mitzrayim, 
cried to Hashem for help and Hashem himself came and saved them. 
So too, when we daven, Hashem helps us win over our Yetzer Hara, 
the foolish king. We receive the strength we need to leave behind 
Mitzrayim and become the servants of Hashem Yisbareich. When we 
listen to our Yetzer Tov, it means we are going out of our Mitzrayim 
and we do this every day.

A Yid in prison is a Yid in Mitzrayim. Not only is he limited and con-
strained, because it is full of people and things of Tumah, rachmana 
litzlan, that are not Kedusha or Jewish, but, there is also a King Pha-
raoh who together with his helpers, want to make the Yid be like 
them, and stop the Yid from serving Hashem, Chas Veshalom.

There is one most important thing that we need to have to go out of 
Mitzrayim. It is what we learn from the happenings on Yud Nissan. 
The manner in which the Yidden acted when they were in Mitzrayim. 
They were only preparing for their Geula.

This is what we will share together.

The Chodesh of Nissan is the month that Hashem Yisbareich chose us 
Yidden as his own nation.

Hashem made many wonders and nissim for all nations to see that he 
is choosing Am Yisrael. Hashem, with a strong hand, went and pun-
ished Pharaoh and Mitzrayim, who tried to stop the Yidden from leav-
ing Mitzrayim. It is a great honor that Hashem Yisbareich came him-
self to take us Yidden as a nation to be separate and apart from the 
other nations. We became the Am Kodesh, Am Yisrael. We are fortu-
nate to become the servants of Hashem and receive his Torah.

There are many special connections of the Yom Tov Pesach and Yetzias 
Mitzrayim with Yiddisher kinder.
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Hashem Yisbareich tells Moshe Rabbeinu to tell Pharaoh “Beni bechoiri 
yisroel,” My son, my first born, Yisrael. Hashem Yisbareich is making 
it known, even to Pharaoh, who was not a Yid, that Hashem loves 
each Yid as a father loves his only child. This is a love and connection 
that is not limited to what the child knows, but an essential love, 
ahava atzmis. Hashem Yisbareich always has this love for us, his Yid-
dishe kinderlach.

The Yidden showed their great love to Hashem, by having Emunah in 
Hashem Yisbareich. This is just like a child, who knows his father and 
trusts him. He does what his father tells him to do and follows him 
even into places that he does not understand. The Yidden also fol-
lowed Hashem, as the Navi says to the Yidden in the words of Hashem 
Yisbareich, “Zocharti luch chesed neurayich, lechtaich acharai bamidbor 
b’eretz loy zeruah.” “I remember the kindness of your youth that you 
went after me into the dessert, a land that is not planted.” This is how 
Hashem always remembers the Yidden. This is when the Yidden were 
young. It was not for their great learning and understanding, but for 
their Emunah in Hashem, that is forever a zechus for the Yidden.

Hashem is proud with us children, and we show him that we are proud 
to be HIS children. Proud, is when we show for all to see that we are 
Yidden. We are recognized as Yidden who do Hashem’s Mitzvos. We

started with the first Mitzvah that Hashem gave us while still in Mitz-
rayim. We proudly fulfilled the Mitzvah of taking a Korban Pesach. It 
was our Gaon Yaakov - Yiddisher pride, that made the nes gadol, the 
big miracle, we celebrate this Shabbos called, Shabbos Hagadol.

Hashem told Moshe Rabbeinu to tell the Yidden to take a shepsele on 
the tenth day of Nissan, and keep it in their homes tied to a bed for 
4 days. On the 14th day of Nissan, they were to shecht the shepsele as 
the special Korban Pesach. The blood of the Korban was to be on the 
door post and mashkoif, as the sign, that it was the home of a Yid. We 
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then needed to roast it on a fire, not cook it. The fire would be outside 
the home. Since it was a barbecue outside, the smell of roasted lamb 
spread over to all the Mitzriyim. The Mitzriyim smelled the Korban 
that the Yidden were roasting for all to see. They all knew that they 
were doing the Mitzvah of Hashem. The Korban needed to be roasted 
whole, with the head to its feet and with the insides intact. This made 
sure that when the Mitzriyim looked inside to see what it was, they 
would be shocked to see that their Avodah Zarah was shechted. This 
assured the Mitzriyim that the Yidden shechted their Avodah Zarah. 
They recognized the shepsele with its head still on his body for it was 
barbecued whole. The Yidden were barbecuing and eating the shep-
sele that the Mitzriyim worshiped as their Avodah Zarah, to show that 
that their Avodah Zarah was worth nothing.

This was the way the Yidden did teshuvah. They pulled away and apart 
from the Avodah Zarah of the Mitzrayim and now they were doing the 
Mitzvos of Hashem. This act was done with Mesiras Nefesh because the 
Yidden were still in Mitzrayim, and the Mitzriyim were the bosses. The 
Mitzriyim could have harmed the Yidden. But the Yidden had Emunah 
and trusted Hashem Yisbareich and did His Mitzvos. Hashem Yisbare-
ich then freed the Yidden from Mitzrayim forever.

But this all started with the Yidden taking the shepsele on the 10th 
day of Nissan. The Yidden went and took a shepsele for the Korban 
and the Mitzriyim asked them what they were doing. The Yidden were 
proud to do the Mitzvah and did not hide what they were doing. The 
Yidden told the Mitzriyim that they were doing the Mitzvah of Hashem 
Yisbareich. They were taking a shepsele for a Korban Pesach because on 
the night of Pesach, Hashem will come and kill all the bechorim and 
free all the Yidden.

When the bechorim of Mitzrayim heard this, they got scared, and they 
did not hurt the Yidden, or try to stop them, Chas Veshalom. Instead, 
they went to Pharaoh and to the elders of Miztrayim and told them,
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that they needed to listen to Hashem and let the Yidden go. But Pha-
raoh, did not want to listen to the first born Mitzriyim. The becho-
rim, who very strong, started a war against Pharaoh to force him to 
listen to Hashem. The bechorim killed many of the Mitzriyim in the 
war. Imagine, the non-Jews themselves, were fighting against the 
other Mitzriyim to listen to Hashem!

In order to remember this big nes, we call this Shabbos “Shabbos 
Hagadol,” the big Shabbos. The big nes was that even the non-Jews 
were fighting for Hashem to be listened to.

It was the pride the Yidden had in doing the Mitzvah, that started 
the nes of the non-Jews fighting against Pharaoh and Mitzrayim. It 
began with the Yidden explaining to the Mitzriyim what they were 
doing with the shepsele. The Yidden were not hiding their actions 
from them, and that is what caused the Mitzriyim to hear the truth.

This is the lesson that we take from the tenth day of Nissan. We know 
that we are the children of Hashem Yisbareich and Hashem loves us as 
a father loves his children. We children also love Hashem and do all 
his Mitzvos with our pride, our Gaon Yaakov. We have pride in doing 
the Mitzvos. When a non-Jew asks us what we are doing, we answer 
we are doing what Hashem wants us to do. It is with Mesiras Nefesh 
that we do the Mitzvos.

It was with this start of Mesiras Nefesh that brought about the big 
nes and the nissim continued . The Yidden shechted and ate the Korban 
Pesach. The Yidden experienced great nissim of Yetzias Mitzrayim, and 
Geulas Mitzrayim that Hashem did by Himself. Although the Yidden 
were like children, who don’t understand much, they had strong 
Emunah in Hashem Yisbareich. We showed it by following Hashem 
into the dessert to receive the Torah, and became the servants of the 
King of Kings, Hakadosh Baruch Hu.
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This is the way we live today. We live as if we are going out of Mitz-
rayim. We always make sure to be dressed like a Yid, with a Yarmulke 
and Tzitzis. If there is someone like Pharaoh or his helpers that try 
to take it off us, Chas Veshalom, we tell him not to do that! We say 
that we are Yidden and we are not allowed to walk around without a 
Yarmulke and Tzitzis. We say that before we eat something, we must 
make sure that it’s Kosher, so that our Neshama will also be healthy, 
since Kosher food feeds the body and the Neshama. For a Yid it’s a 
healthy Neshama that will create a healthy body. When we eat kosher 
food, we have the Koach to learn and to understand what we are 
learning. Our Neshama is pure in order to receive the Kedusha of the 
Torah. We will not let it get polluted by food that is not for a Yid to 
eat or drink. When our Neshama is pure, it is free. We will have the 
freedom of our nesham and our bodies, to continue serving Hashem 
with real happiness. Yehi Ratzon that Hashem will free every Yid with 
a Geula prati that he needs now and with a Geula Klali that we all need 
now with the coming of Moshiach Tzidkeinu.

A Gutten Chodesh, a nissimdiker chodesh, a kosheren in freilichen Pesach.

Sholom Mordechai Halevi Ben Rivkah, Sheyichye
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A SPECIAL THANK YOU FOR THE NISSIM!

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Reb Pinchas, All
Date: 6 Nissan, 5772

B”H

Shabbos Parshas Tzav
Shabbos Hagadol

Reb Pinchos, and all my brothers, Askanim, and all my family, 
sheyichyu,

It is known by the words of the Shelah HaKadosh that the Parshas 
HaTorah that we read weekly, have a connection with the inyanim 
that are in the time they are read. This means, there is a connection 
between Parshas Tzav and the Shabbos on which it is read, Shabbos 
Hagadol.

The reason this Shabbos is called gadol, is because of the big nes that 
happened to the Yidden in Mitzrayim on the Shabbos before Pesach, 
on the 10th day of Nissan. The Yidden went to take a Korban Pesach 
in Mitzrayim, and the first born of Mitzrayim gathered around them 
and asked them why they were taking a sheep into their homes. The 
Yidden answered them straight, saying that it was a “Zevach laHashem” 
- it was a “Korban Pesach” for Hashem. Since Hashem is going to kill 
all the first born sons of Mitzrayim on the 15th day of Nissan. When 
the bechorim of Mitzrayim heard this, they went to their fathers and 
to Pharaoh, asking them to send out the Yidden. When their fathers 
and Pharaoh refused, the bechorim of Mitzrayim made a war against 
them and killed many of them. This is what the Pasuk is referring 
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to, “Lemakeh Mitzrayim Bivchoreihem”, to give “Makkos” to Mitzrayim 
through their bechorim. To remember this big nes the Yidden estab-
lished the Shabbos before Pesach as ‘Shabbos Hagadol’.

There were many nissim done for the Yidden throughout the gener-
ations. It was through those nissim that the Yidden were saved from 
their enemies, from those who hated them and sought them harm. 
As we say in the Haggadah, “Shebechol dor vador omdin olainu lechalo-
sainu,” in every generation they stand up against us, to destroy us. 
“V’Hakadosh Boruch Hu matzilainu miyadam,” and Hakadosh Baruch 
Hu saves us from their hands. This includes the nissim that many of 
the Yidden’s enemies were killed, such as by the nissim of “Kriyas Yam 
Suf”, “Purim” and “Chanukah”. Yet, by those nissim we don’t see the 
term “gadol” big attached to the nes. But specifically by this nes we 
call it “gadol” big! Why?

The explanation is given that the “gadol” of this nes of “Shabbos 
Hagadol”, is, because it was the “first born” which reflects the “stron-
gest” of the Mitzriyim themselves, who fought for the freedom of 
the Yidden and made a war against their own nation and king who 
enslaved the Yidden, held them in bondage against their will, and 
were still resisting sending the Yidden out of bondage and slavery. 
This is the ‘diyuk’ in the Pasuk “Lemakeh Mitzrayim B’vchoiraihem” 
through the strongest in Mitzrayim themselves, the fight happened 
while Pharaoh was king and in power. It was when Pharaoh and the 
Mitzriyim stood with all their power to deny the Yidden from leav-
ing Mitzrayim, that the bechorim of Mitzrayim came and demanded 
from their parents and from Pharaoh to send out the Yidden. They 
demanded with such ferocity that they even ended up waging war 
and killing many of them. This is an aspect of the nes that we do not 
have by the other nissim, and this is why it is called big “gadol”, in 
relation to other nissim. Even though in the nes of the Kriyas Yam Suf 
and Purim, many enemies of the Yidden drowned, or were overpow-
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ered by the Yidden, but in the nes of “Shabbos Hagadol” it’s big in that, 
the firstborn Mitzriyim themselves made a war against Mitzrayim in 
order that they should send the Yidden out free!

This Parsha teaches us what to do, when Hashem makes a nes for a 
Yid. It teaches us that a Yid brings a “Korban Todah”. This is the way a 
Yid gives thanks and praise to Hashem.

The “Korban Todah” is the addition in our Parsha to the “Korban Shlo-
mim” that we learned about in Parshas Vayikrah. Being that we all are 
getting ready to give thanks to Hashem for the big nes that he will do, 
let’s learn about the “Korban Todah”.

We also learn from this Parsha that when we learn about the Korban, 
it’s as if the Korban is being brought. Hashem Yisbareich should bring 
Moshiach Tzidkeinu and then will be able to bring it lepoial also.

Rashi says that the “Korban Todah” is only brought for a “nes” that 
Hashem makes for a Yid. But since “Todah” means giving thanks, why 
does Rashi say that a “Todah” is only for a nes?

The answer to why a “Korban Todah” is only brought for a “nes”, we 
could know and understand simply, and also according to halacha 
and drush.

Being that every Yid is a “Maamin” in Hakadosh Baruch Hu, we know 
that we always need to give thanks to Hakadosh Baruch Hu for all the 
good things we are given and that we Yidden have. Every Yid knows 
that everything he has, even things that he received in a natural way, 
comes to him only from Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Just as we must say 
thank you and give thanks to the person that gives us a present, how 
many time more is this true that we need to give thanks to Hashem 
for all the good that he gives each and every Yid, each and every day 
and “tamid”. This is why Raza”l organized the way to thank and to 
praise Hashem every day with the tefillos and Brachos.
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But this cannot mean that every Yid should need to bring a “Korban 
Todah” every day, and even many times a day, or at least once a year 
for the whole year - we do not see that this is a Mitzvah in the Torah!

So Rashi explains that the “Korban Todah” was not brought for every 
thank you a Yid wants to give Hashem, but only for a nes that was 
made for him. Rashi continues to explain, what are the nissim that a 
Yid needs to bring a Korban for.

Because the Yidden were living the life of many nissim in the Midbar, 
they received man which was their food from Heaven, they received 
water from a rock, from the well of Miriam Hanevuah, they received 
protection from all bad things by the “Ananei Hakavod”, and their 
clothes were washed also! If for every nes a Korban needed to be 
brought then that would mean that every single Yid, all 600,000 
plus, were mechuyov in a Korban Todah every day!

Therefore, Rashi explains that there are only four types of nissim that 
a Yid brings a Korban Todah.

He brings the pesukim from the perek in Tehillim, which states the 
four types and says, “Veyizbechu Zivchai Todah” meaning that for 
these four types only a Korban Todah is brought.

The four types of nissim that Hashem does for Yidden in danger are, 
those “Yoirdai HaYam” those that go over the ocean, those “Hoil-
chai Midbaros” those that travel the desert, those “Chavhushai Bais 
Asurim” those that are in the prison, the “Choileh Shenisrapeh” the 
sick one that is healed.

There is a reason for the unique order here that Rashi uses, because 
the best way to teach Yidden about something, is by using a experi-
ence they had themselves, and since these are the things the Yidden 
experienced themselves, Rashi brings them in the order the Yidden 
experienced them.
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First they crossed the Yam Suf which is like the “Oivrai Hayom”. Then 
they went in through the midbar, and could not leave, (either like 
when the Yidden needed to wait in the midbar for Moshe Rabbeinu 
when he was on Har Sinai for forty days, or when by the gezeirah 
that they could not leave for forty years). The fourth one is the sick 
that gets healed. This is why the first three are said in lashon Rabbim 
because these were experienced by all Yidden, while the fourth one of 
being sick were only to some Yidden.

This does not mean that they brought a Korban Todah for what they 
experienced in the three things, because the Yidden were never in 
any danger by following Hashem across the ocean and through the 
desert, and being that they were never in “sakanah” they takeh did 
not have to bring a Korban Todah. But they were being taught that in 
a similar situation where in teva they would be a danger of life, then 
they would need to bring a “Korban Todah”.

Rashi is also explaining that for a prisoner to bring a Korban he needs 
to be imprisoned in a bais asurim, and not like when he is a “house 
arrest”. The description given in Tehillim is, “Yoishvai Choishech Vet-
zalmoves, Asirai Onee Ubarzel”, those that sit in darkness and in the 
shadow of death tied with metal. A Korban Todah is brought when 
saved from a place that is “Choishech Vetzalmoves” a place of dark-
ness and sakanah, while in Mitzrayim the Yidden lived in Eretz Goshen 
which was the best place of Mitzrayim. Although they worked and 
slaved terribly hard, the inyan of “Hashibud” - enslavement - is a thing 
for itself, and not one of the four types for which a “Korban Todah” is 
brought. Being stuck in a desert which is the place of the “scorpion” 
and the “snake” is a place of sakanah and death, and therefore when 
the Yidden were stuck there and could not leave that is like the “Yoish-
vai Choishech” and this is the third on the list,

The Shelah Hakadosh says on the Pasuk in Megillas Esther “Hayomim 
Hoeileh Nizkorim Venaasim”, and “these days are remembered and 
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made”, that when we “remember” the special day in the Yiddisher cal-
endar properly, we also make it that all the same nissim that hap-
pened on that day is also made today.

Also the Shelah Hakadosh gives the known peirush on the Midrash of 
what Hashem said to the melachim who were singing shira by Kriyas 
Yam Suf, “Maaseh Yodai Tobu Bayom, Veatem Oimrim shira”. He explains 
that Hashem was asking the melachim, why did they wait until they 
saw the nes of Kriyas Yam Suf happen and only then did they sing 
shira to Hashem, why did they not have the Emunah in Hashem com-
pletely as if it already happened, before it did? When Hashem said 
that to Yidden to go into the Yam and He will split the Yam Suf, for 
the melachim that should have been the point that they should have 
already sang shira for the nes Hashem said he was doing and not wait 
until it actually happens. This is the lesson of where our Emunah and 
Bitachon needs to be. It needs to be strong and that we are already 
besimcha, thanking Hashem because we know that Hashem is saving 
the Yid, bringing him his yeshuah and Geula, together with the Geula 
klali for all Yidden, and we increase in our tefillos and “Sishbochois” 
that we are already doing together, with the added Mitzvos and hid-
durim in Mitzvos.

B’Hashgacha Pratis the Seder of the Parsha this year of Korban Todah, 
is Shabbos Hagadol which gives the bracha to all the days of the week. 
The day of Yud Nissan, which was the day that the strongest in Mitz-
rayim fought for the Yidden to set them free, is the day that Hashem 
set that the strongest will now be hearing from the Yidden that they 
need to free. As the Shelah Hakadosh says, we are singing shira with 
Bitachon in Hashem that He will make the big nes, this year Shabbos 
Hagadol which is for the big nes of the strongest of Mitzrayim fight-
ing for and even going to war against those that are not allowing 
the Yidden to go free. On this Shabbos when we read Parshas Tzav, in 
which we are learning about the Korban Todah, we are already thank-
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ing Hashem for the nes he is making. In the week which all the days 
of the week receive their bracha from the Shabbos, on the second day 
is the 10th day of Nissan which is the same day that the strongest 
of Mitzrayim fought for the freedom of the Yidden. So too, Hashem 
will make for us Yidden the nes that is B’Hashgacha Pratis on the 10th 
of Nissan. When the bechorim hear what the Yidden are saying they 
will fight for the freedom of the Yid and we will have “Zevach Pesach 
L’Hashem”, a Pesach in freedom, and be at the Seder at home and 
together :)

Yehi Ratzon from Hashem Yisbareich that together with the Geula prati 
for each and every Yid, we should have the Geula klali for all of Klal 
Yisrael with the coming of Moshiach Tzidkeinu bemheira beyomainu.

A gutten Shabbos
A groiser Shabbos
A nissim’diker Shabbos un tomid

Sholom Mordechai Halevi
Ben Rivkah, Sheyichye
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VEN DER TATTEH KUMT AHAIM FUN JAIL...

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: All
Date: 6 Nissan, 5772

B”H

To my tyere brothers and sisters in Klal Yisrael, shetichyu

Baruch Hashem, I had some time to visit with my family today, and to 
share some Torah thoughts on Pesach and the Hagadah. The children 
suggested we start with the 15 steps of the Seder, Kadesh, Urchatz 
etc, so we started singing it all together. “Kadaish, glaich ven der tatte 
kumpt ahaim fun shul darf er machen Kiddush.....” As soon as the father 
comes home from shul, he needs to make Kiddush.....”

Then my little son, Uziel, yelled out, “Say it like this! Glaich ven der 
tatte kumpt ahaim fun jail, darf er machen kiddush!” As soon as the 
father comes home from jail, he needs to make Kiddush!”

We are all davening together to our Father in Heaven to free me this 
week,

so that Uziel’s words will come true, and I will be able to say Kiddush 
by the Seder together with all my family, sheyichyu.

We know that “machshovoh mo’eles,” that when we think favorably or 
sympathetically of another Yid, wishing him or her good, the very 
thought itself accomplishes something. So from the depth of my 
heart and Neshama, I want to express my tremendous hakaras hatov 
to all the Yidden who think about me and my family, who are sharing 
our pain and suffering.
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Each Letter Brings Light and Warmth

Baruch Hashem for all the letters I’ve received from you and from 
your children. I thank each and every one for the chizuk, and for all 
of your Brachos and increase in Torah and Mitzvos, and for just letting 
me know in writing that you are with me and with my family.

Whether it is with additional maasim tovim or hachlotos tovos, 
whether by saying Tehillim, or tefillos betzibur…. All of this is po’el the 
Geula and yeshuah from Hashem Yisbareich.

Please know that each letter brings light and warmth into a place 
that is dark and cold. Each letter is cherished that even in the very 
limited space of my cell, I keep each and every single one with me, 
so that the light and warmth they give out keeps on shining in this 
darkness.

Although the schedule and situation here in prison is such that it is 
not possible for me to answer each one, please know that I thank you 
for sharing your thoughts and special deeds with me, and lifting my 
spirits.

There is a powerful teaching from Reb Levi Yitzchok Berditchever on 
“machshovoh mo’eles” how the very act of thinking can bring about a 
positive result.

In the Haggadah we say, “Baruch Hu shehakodosh Baruch Hu Chishev 
es Hakeitz, laasos kemo sh’eomar.” Blessed is He that Hakadosh Baruch 
Hu calculated the keitz” [the time the Golus ends], to do as He said.

This can be explained by the Midrash: the Malach of Mitzrayim com-
plained that the Yidden were being freed too early, their “sentence” 
was not up yet. The gezeirah was that the Yidden would be enslaved 
for 400 years and they had been in Mitzrayim for only 210. There 
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was still a balance of 190 years for them to be enslaved, the Malach 
pointed out. Why were they being freed before the appointed time?

Their Anguish Over The Future Golus Helped To Shorten It

The answer is that Hakadosh Baruch Hu made it known to each of the 
Avos that their children would be enslaved for 400 years. The knowl-
edge that their descendants would suffer so much gave the Avos such 
anguish that the amount of time they suffered over the future tor-
ment of their children was included in the 400 years. Hashem con-
sidered their tzaar as part of the yesurim the Yidden were meant to 
suffer in slavery.

This is what is meant by “Chishev es Hakeitz”—that the keitz, the end 
of Golus, was brought about partly by the pain our fathers experi-
enced as they agonized over the future Golus.

Even though their pain was mental anguish, not the pain of slav-
ery, it was considered equivalent to actual suffering in Golus. This 
thought is hinted at by the words “Chishev es Hakeitz,” because the 
numerical value of the letters is 190. This is precisely the number of 
years that our fathers subtracted from the 400 years of slavery by 
suffering the sorrow of Golus in their “machshovoh.”

Studying this Pshat, we understand that the machshovos of Yidden 
who truly feel the pain of another Yid can actually reduce the pain 
the other Yid will have to endure. What an incredible lesson.

We can also learn from this Pasuk that even as we suffer the hard-
ships of Golus, we need to look ahead to the keitz, to always to see the 
Geula on the horizon. We should never view Golus as something that 
is fixed and inevitable.

Even though Hashem gave Avrohom a precise and definite time 
frame regarding how long his children would need to be enslaved in a 
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strange land, the timetable was shortened from 400 to 210 years by 
including the hishtadlus of our fathers.

The lesson is clear that all the hishtadlus that so many Yidden are 
doing for me, and all the good and kind machshovos that so many 
Yidden have for me will surely shorten the Gezeirah and Golus. May 
Hashem Yisbareich fulfill the Pasuk “Chishev es Hakeitz” for me and for 
every Yid and bring the Geula quickly, suddenly, this very day.

And my little Uziel will be able to say the 15 steps of the Seder begin-
ning with Kadaish: as soon as Tatty comes home from jail, we make 
Kiddush!”

Yehi Ratzon that we are granted the Cheirus Proti together with the 
Cheirus Klali that we daven for. May Hashem bring Moshiach so we 
will be able to join him as his table in freedom from all pain and evil, 
and bring our Korban Pesach this year in the Bais Hamikdash hashli-
shi, Amen.

A kosheren un frailechen Yom Tov,
Besuros Tovos,

Sholom Mordechai Halevi Ben Rivkah, Sheyichye
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WHY CATEGORIZE THE MITZVOS?

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Family
Date: 11 Nissan, 5772

B”H

Yud Alef Nissan, The Yom Holedes of our Rebbe
Dear Kinderlach sheyichyu,

Pesach and Yetzias Mitzrayim is the day of the birthday of Am Yisrael. 
Calling it the birthday is not just a name; the Pesukim describe the 
Yidden becoming a nation, as their being born. This is why Pesach has 
a strong focus, more than any other Yom Tov, on teaching children 
and Chinuch, since this is when all the Yidden were born and became 
children that needed to be taught.

During the Seder we teach in a way of Question and Answer, not by 
Speeches. :)

Please make sure that you have many questions prepared to ask so 
that when Tatty will answer the questions he will also have the Mitz-
vah of teaching his children about the Yom Tov Pesach :)

There is a Mitzvas Asei of telling your children the story of Yetzias 
Mitzrayim on Pesach. This is taught by the four Pesukim in the Torah 
that command fathers to answer their children’s questions, and 
teach them the way Hashem Yisbareich took us Yidden out of Mitz-
rayim. With nissim and with a strong hand, Hashem himself came 
into Mitzrayim to save his kinderlach.
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From the way the question is asked in the Pesukim we also know that 
there are the four types of children that have 4 types of questions. 
We need to have an answer and an explanation for each child.

The 4 children are:

1) Chacham, the wise son.

2) Rasha, the wicked son.

3) Tam, the son who listens with interest.

4) She’eino Yodeah Lishol, the son who has no questions. (There can 
be different reasons as to why he has no questions. (We can discuss 
this later.) For this son, the father has to help him open up so that he 
joins in the questions and answers.

In the Haggadah the Chacham asks “what are the eidos, chukim, and 
mishpatim” This is from the question of the Chacham in the Pasuk: 
“When your son will ask you saying, what are the eidos, the chukim, 
and the mishpatim that Hashem Elokeinu commanded you”. We say 
this in the Haggadah by “Chacham mah hu omer.”

The following question is asked in Chassidus. Being that this is a Cha-
cham, a wise son, certainly he must know the Mitzvos. Why does he 
ask about the meaning of the eidos, chukim, and mishpatim? What is 
the meaning of his question?

The question is, how can a son that is a Chacham say “Eschem” mean-
ing, [commanded] you. Though he initially says “Hashem Elokeinu”, 
our Hashem, why does he use words that can cause others to think 
that he is taking himself away from the Mitzvos? He should have 
used the word ‘osanu’, [commanded] us.

One of the answers is given as follows. We know that the Mitzvos 
were all kept by the Avos even before Yetzias Mitzrayim and Matan 
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Torah, but their Avodah was mainly a spiritual Avodah. The Peulah 
that they did in this world was to make it a kli and fitting for the 
‘Avodah Ruchnius’ in a spiritual way,

This Avodah was changed by Matan Torah when Hashem came down 
on Har Sinai. This was the start of the need for the action of doing a 
Mitzvah. Even when a person may not be spiritually prepared for the 
holiness and Kedusha that the Mitzvah brings forth, the Mitzvah still 
needs to be done in action.

This can be seen by the Mitzvah of eating Matzah after Matan Torah. 
If a person has all the ‘holiest kavanos’ and keeps all the lofty kava-
nos of what eating Matzah does at the front of his mind, but will 
Chas Veshalom not eat Matzah, he will not be doing the Mitzvah and 
there will be no Kedusha that his ‘kavanos’ brings into the world. Yet, 
if he just eats the Matzah without any kavanos, he does still fulfill the 
Mitzvah of eating Matzah and he brings Hakadosh Baruch Hu into this 
world.

When the Chacham says ‘eschem’, you, he is not excluding himself 
chas v’shalom. He is referring to the Yidden after Matan Torah, when 
the ikur of the Mitzvah is in the action, and he is asking how it is pos-
sible to bring Hakadosh Baruch Hu into the world through actions 
without proper kavanos.

We answer him, “We were slaves to Pharaoh in Mitzrayim and Hashem 
took us Yidden out of Mitzrayim...and Hashem commanded to do 
all these chukim....”. Since Golus Mitzrayim was the preparation for 
Matan Torah, and at Matan Torah we Yidden received the Koach of the 
ability, by doing Mitzvos in action, to bring forth the highest levels 
of Kedusha into the world. Thereby we can bring Hakadosh Baruch Hu 
into the world by doing Mitzvos.
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Another answer is, the Chacham includes himself with all the Yidden 
and says Hashem Elokeinu, our Elokim. But, since he is on a high 
madreigah, a high level, he asks the people why they need to under-
stand the Mitzvos. He says ‘Eschem’, you, because for himself he is 
totally batul to Hashem so he does not have his own desires. His only 
desire is that he wants to serve Hashem and with his Emunah alone it 
is enough for him and bitul like the Matzah.

The Chacham who is very wise knows that it is Hashem who is giving 
us Yidden the Mitzvos.

A Mitzvah is the ratzon of Hashem; when we do Hashem’s ratzon we 
connect to him. This is the best reason to do Mitzvos since when we 
do what Hashem wants we can get close to him. When he sees others 
that are so involved in the “why” of the Mitzvos he asks them, why 
do “you”, meaning, those that search for reasons and revelations see 
the need for three categories of Mitzvos. Why is it not enough to do 
them with the “bitul” to Hashem without all the explanations? There-
fore he asks, what are the “Eidus” “Chukim” and “Mishpatim”.

There are Mitzvos called Mishpatim because we can understand the 
reason for the Mitzvah and would know it by ourselves, like we would 
learn modesty from the cat, for example.

There are Mitzvos called Chukim which this is the way Hashem wants 
it to be done, with no apparent reason. We only know to do them 
because Hashem commands us to do them.

There are Mitzvos called “Eidus,” which are like witnesses to what 
happened. Like the Mitzvah of Shabbos is a witness that Hashem cre-
ated the word in 6 days and rested on Shabbos, and Pesach is witness 
that we Yidden went out of Mitzrayim. The Mitzvah gives witness that 
this happened. These Mitzvos we could not have known by ourselves, 
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but after we are told that Hashem wants us to do them we can under-
stand the reason.

The Chacham can do all the Mitzvos like we do chukim, with bitul to 
Hashem Yisbareich, without asking any questions.

In the Haggadah we answer the Chacham “Kehilchas HaPesach”, we 
need to look at the halachos we have by the Korban Pesach that limit 
the way we are allowed to do the Mitzvah. Like the time which we 
must take the Korban, where we bring it, how we roast it, when we 
may eat it and until when etc.

we cannot do it in any way we want to.

Pesach means to “jump over”, going over all obstacles, which in 
Avodah means to serve Hashem higher than all limitations of the 
person. But, together with the Avodah of Pesach, which is without 
limitations, we need to know that there are specific halachos that we 
must follow precisely to each detail while doing the Mitzvos, so that 
they are done as Hashem wants them to be done, and so that they are 
a rei’ach nichoach la’Hashem. We cannot just do it the way we want to 
even when we are at a level of “Pesach” which is higher than any lim-
itations. This is because of what we find in the halachos we have of 
eating the Pesach.

“Ein maftirin achar haPesach afikomen”

We eat the Korban Pesach after the meal, once our hunger is already 
satiated. This shows that we are not eating it for fulfillment of our 
hunger, but only because it is a Mitzvah from Hashem.

This does not mean that we we should not enjoy the taste of the 
Korban, the taste must always remain with us, and therefore we may 
not eat anything after eating the Pesach.
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In our Avodas Hashem when we serve Hashem with Mesiras Nefesh and 
higher than understanding, we are showing our Emunah in Hashem 
just as the Yidden did going out of Mitzrayim. This is symbolized by 
the Matzah we eat which is Emunah.

We need to take the Emunah, the Koach of Mesiras Nefesh and bring 
it into our seichel so that we can understand what we are able to, and 
into our heart so we can feel what we are able to. This is how we can 
derive enjoyment from the Emunah. This is the taste of Pesach that 
needs to last with us for the rest of the year.

The Koach to overcome the darkness of the Golus, which so dark, is 
with the Koach of Emunah and Mesiras Nefesh. This is from the high-
est level of the Neshama.

Along with this Avodah we need to bring the Mesiras Nefesh into the 
way we understand, so that our understanding is also always con-
nected to Hashem. We should do so in a way that our feelings of what 
we do and do not want are equivalent to what Hashem wants.

So when the Pasuk states “Ein maftirin achar haPesach afikoman”, it 
is there to teach us that we need to have the taste, [taste referring 
to that which we enjoy, like seichel and Middos] of the Korban Pesach 
by enjoying our newly enhanced Emunah and making it last all year. 
Thereby we bring our chayus to our Emunah and Bitachon.

We accomplish this by learning Torah which explains Emunah and 
Bitachon. Hashem also gives us Tzadikim and leaders to show us how 
and to guide us. But most of all, Hashem gives us a Neshama that 
understands the Torah, since Yidden and Torah are one. So all we need 
to do is sit down and learn.

The Pasuk in Tehillim states, “U’reeh Emunah,” to pasture Emunah. 
Just like food is something we internalize and it becomes one with 
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us, so too we need to learn about Emunah and Bitachon until it 
becomes one with us.

On the Yom Tov of Pesach we have a very easy way to internalize 
Emunah. All we have to do is eat the food symbolized by Emunah, 
which is Matzah.

So when you say the bracha on the Matzah and on the Mitzvah, and 
you know the specific size that must be eaten, remember that the 
halacha is important and must be followed. And when we eat Matzah 
we internalize the Koach of Emunah which will make our learning so 
much easier.

The main thing is to live with Emunah and Bitachon in Hashem Yisba-
reich, “Tzadik b’emunaso yichye”.

Yehi Ratzon, on this special day of Yud Aleph Nissan, Hashem Yis-
bareich will make many nissim so that every Yid will have the Geula 
Prati that he needs before Pesach, now, with the Geula Klali of all the 
Yidden together with Moshiach Tzidkeinu.

A Koshera un freilicha Yom Tov
A Nissimdiker Chodesh
Besuros Tovos,

Tatty
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FIRST MATZAH - THEN CHAMETZ

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Reb Pinchas, All
Date: 11 Nissan, 5772

B”H

Erev Zman Cheiruseinu
Yom Tov Pesach
Reb Pinchas, all my brothers, Askanim, and all my family, sheyichyu :)

We hunt for every crumb of Chametz and destroy it before Pesach and 
we prepare Matzah Shmurah with great care that it is Matzah and not 
Chametz. We learn about the greatness of Matzahh, bitul, and humil-
ity, and we are ready to be this way for the rest of the year. Being so, 
it is amazing that we go back to eating Chametz after Pesach. We are 
careful not to eat the smallest particle of Chametz on Pesach because 
of the ill effects of any feeling of haughtiness - Gaavah. We are so 
careful in a way, that is even greater than not eating treif Chas Vesh-
alom. Yet, after Pesach we go back to eating Chametz, without wor-
rying about the effects we talked so negatively about during Pesach.

The answer is given. Matzah is the food of Emunah, which is the 
beginning of everything in Avodas Hashem. Only after we have eaten 
Matzah a whole Pesach and we have acquired a strong Emunah , are 
we able to deal with the Chametz in a positive and constructive way. 
Not only can we deal with the Chametz after Pesach so that it will not 
pull us down; we davka must go on to eat Chametz, as we also have 
the Mitzvah to bring the two breads on Shavuos; one for Torah She-
biksav and one for Torah Shebaal Peh, which was made with Chametz.
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It is only with the Koach of Emunah and Bitachon that a Yid makes it 
through Golus in general,

especially through the Nisyonos of imprisonment, confinement and 
separation. Even more so, when a Yid is given a Nisayon, and noth-
ing makes sense logically, and his Middos and feelings are in disarray 
and do not guide him and even worse, they mislead him; he is able to 
reach into his Neshama from where all his kochos come from and can 
find Emunah that is his essence.

Emunah and Bitachon in Hashem is a Koach that is real. Just as seichel 
- logic has it place in the mind and just as feelings come from the 
heart, Emunah and Bitachon come from the essence of the Neshama 
of a Yid, and it is the foundation on which his intellect and feeling 
and all else is built upon; so that they remain true to Hashem and 
never falter.

On Pesach when we eat Matzah we actually internalize the Koach 
of Emunah that seems to be so lofty and high; maybe even beyond 
reach. By eating the food of Emunah , we bring it into our very being, 
to become part of who we are in a very real way.

Emunah is freedom. We become truly free with Emunah because we 
are no longer limited and constrained by what we can know and 
understand. Emunah comes from the essence of our Heart and the 
essence of our Neshama, and only through Emunah and Bitachon are 
we able to receive the essence of Getlichkeit that is unlimited. We 
reach the unlimited when we serve Hashem with the kochos that are 
unlimited; Emunah and Bitachon.

This is how the Yidden were able to leave Mitzrayim. By rejecting all 
questions of how and why and

following Hashem to their freedom, they became His chosen nation 
and received the Torah.
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Pesach followed by Shavuos are the two steps of Emunah and then 
wisdom which is learning Torah.

We are not allowed to only have Emunah and ignore our mind and 
heart. But, first we need to have the Emunah and eat the Matzah. 
After we have the Yesod of Emunah in Hashem, we start counting the 
Omer. The Omer represents the forty nine levels that lead to Shavous 
and receiving of the Torah, which we need to understand with our 
mind. Because we already have the foundation of Emunah, the “Bitul 
Atzmi” to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, even when we reach the highest level 
of understanding, our seichel will always be with what Hashem wants.

This is why we start counting the Sefirah on the second day of Pesach 
and not on the first day. Because, the first day is the day that the 
Yidden left Mitzrayim with only Emunah in Hashem. They witnessed 
the great and awesome might and nissim of Hashem that were 
revealed to Pharaoh and all of Mitzriyim. They saw that nature is 
Hashem’s creation and He changes it as He wants to. Hashem took 
us Yidden out of the clutches of our oppressors and every day until 
today, we remember leaving Mitzrayim which is the place of confine-
ment and enslavement.

It was in the Zechus of Emunah in Hashem that we were redeemed. 
Our Emunah was on open display when we as a whole nation of mil-
lions of men, women and children, left the land and followed Hashem 
into a wilderness; a desert; a place where there was no food or water, 
but full of snakes and scorpions.

“Zocharti Loch Chesed Neurayich”. Hashem says that he remembers 
the “Emunah of our youth”,

and it stands as the zechus to help Yidden in times of danger.

The Navi says that Emunah of our youth means when we are young in 
knowledge and still have the ability to know Hashem with the Koach 
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of our Emunah . Just as young child knows his father and can say 
“Tatty” because he can choose his father apart of all others as his 
father and this knowledge is real to him and comes from a place that 
is higher than understanding by the child. The same way, our Emunah 
is a more powerful connection with Hashem, that cannot be weak-
ened by questions that plague us because Emunah is the connection 
that we have with Hashem that is higher than we can explain with 
words of seichel.

Matzah resembles Emunah and is called the food of Emunah . Unlike 
bread that has the added ingredient of Chametz that adds the flavor 
to the flour, Matzah has no added ingredient and therefore is the 
same as the taste of the grain it comes from. Through the Mitzvah 
of eating Matzah we reach the level of Getlichkeit that is before all 
the ingredients of seichel and Middos, which is where our Emunah 
reaches.

Hashem infused Matzah , just like all grains, with the Koach of knowl-
edge that allows the child to recognize and call his father only after 
he tasted the grain. Which is why the Eitz Hada’as - the tree of knowl-
edge according to some, was wheat. The same is with the Matzah, 
when the Yidden ate Matzah on the night and day of Pesach they were 
given the Koach of Emunah, and on Pesach when we eat Matzah we 
get this Koach. Before Pesach we read the Parsha of erasing Amalek as 
preparation for Pesach also!

One of the stories That Reb Yisroel Baruch Bloom told me by the 
Melave Malka that was told by a Great Tzaddik, (but i do not remem-
ber his name, please ask him ) what happened with him one Pesach 
night after the Seder:

It was after the Seder on the second night of Pesach and all the family 
had gone to sleep. As is the minhag by many Yidden, since Haman 
HaRasha was hung on the second day of Pesach, the Tzaddik sat at 
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the table saying the Megillas Esther. As he was saying the Megillah 
and singing the tune, he suddenly felt the presence of someone in 
the room. The Tzaddik looked up and saw a person standing there. 
The person told him that he was a Neshama from the Olam Ha’emes 
and that he heard the Tzaddik saying the Megillah. He came to ask 
from the Tzaddik to help save him and bring him into Gan Eden. 
He explained that after he passed away and he came up to the Olam 
Ha’emes, he could not go into Gan Eden right away he endured great 
pain as he was forced to wander about since his actions in this world 
were such. He continued telling the Tzaddik that in Shamayim when 
it is the Yom Tov of Purim, the doors of Gan Eden are opened up, 
and all the Neshamos who were not allowed into Gan Eden before 
are allowed to enter on Purim. This past Purim there was a big rush 
to get into the open doors with many Neshamos trying to enter, and 
somehow he missed the opportunity. The doors shut before he could 
enter and he was not able to get in on time. The Neshama did want to 
leave so he he stayed outside waiting by the doors. He was in terri-
ble pain, because he thought that this meant he would have to wait a 
whole year till the next Purim, before he could enter. As he was wait-
ing outside the doors of Gan Eden, he suddenly heard the sound of 
someone reading the Megillah. The Neshamah approached the Malach 
and demanded that he open the door and let him in, because it was 
Purim and the doors need to be opened. The Malach argued that it 
was not Purim. It was Pesach. The Neshamah pointed to the reading 
of the Megillah, as proof that it was Purim because the Yidden were 
reading the Megillah in this world. They argued until he was granted 
permission to come and see who it was that was reading the Megil-
lah. The Neshamah explained that this is this is how he came. Then 
the Neshama pleaded from the Tzaddik to help him go up to Gan 
Eden and free him from the terrible pain of being seperated and out-
side. The Tzaddik agreed and caused a Yeshuah and Geula for the Yid 
and he was allowed to enter Gan Eden.
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By the Seder during Maggid before we say Vehi She’amdah, we 
uncover and reveal the Matzah (Emunah), we pick up the Kois of wine, 
and we say “Vehi She’amdah La’avoisainu Velanu...” - “And it is this that 
stood by (protected) our fathers and by us...”. The this that stands by 
all Yidden in all times,

is Emunah in Hakadosh Baruch Hu. “Shelo Echod Bilvad Omad Oleinu 
Lechaloseinu”, Not only “one” stood up against us to annihilate us 
Yidden, but “Eloh Shebchol Dor Vodor Omdim Oleinu Lechaloiseinu” 
But in every Generation they stand up to kill us Yidden, “Vehakadosh 
Baruch Hu Matzileinu Meyadam”. and Hakadosh Baruch Hu saves us 
from their hands. The question is who is this “Echod” this “One”?, 
who stood up to annihilate us Yidden, The answer is, “Haman HaRa-
sha” who is a descendant of Amalek. That is why we say “Vehi She’am-
dah......” it is only Emunah that saves us Yidden in all generations from 
the Haman HaRasha of Purim and the Hamans in all generations.

Emunah is what saves us from Haman and Amalek. Haman hates 
the Emunah that Yidden have. Emunah comes from the penimius and 
essence of the Yidden, and the hate for Kedusha from Haman and 
Amalek is his essence of Ra that is beyond reason and logic. Haman 
is the Klipah of Amalek, which is “Chutzpah” and “Azus”. That is the 
total opposite of Kedusha and Getlichkeit. Amalek has an inner com-
plete hate to Kedusha that is beyond logic to anyone who serves 
Hashem. This is why when Amalek went into the desert to fight the 
Yidden, after they saw all the nissim of Yetzias Mitzrayim, he could 
not tolerate the existence of Kedusha. Therefore, Amalek cannot be 
elevated like the other nations and needs to be erased. The Chutzpah 
of Amalek is beyond reason so it cannot be destroyed by reason or 
logic. Only by being “batul” to Hashem with Emunah in a way that is 
higher than logic are we able to erase the Amalek. This is shown in 
the war against Amalek; that when Moshe Rabbeinu raised his hands 
above his head, the Yidden would win. Moshe Rabbeinu was showing 
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that to win over Amalek is only by going above the head with Emunah 
, and if the hands were lower than the head showing the Avodah that 
is guided only by seichel, then Amalek would start winning. Because, 
the only way to win over the hate of Amalek that is beyond Logic, is 
to serve Hashem with the Koach that is higher than logic. This is the 
Koach of Emunah, and on Pesach when we eat Matzah we receive and 
grow in our Emunah .

When Shaul Hamelech saved the fat cattle to bring as Korbanos to 
Hashem, he was using his knowledge and seichel to fulfill the com-
mand of Hashem to erase Amalek’s name. However, to serve Hashem 
in a war against Amalek was a mistake. Shmuel Hanavi told Shaul, 
that Listening to the command of Hashem is better than a choice 
Korban. Shmuel Hanavi explained that to think that Amalek can be 
elevated as all other Gashmius could; as Korbanos, Shaul used his 
seichel to come to the conclusion that he could elevate the animals 
of Amalek by bringing them as Korbanos. But, when facing Amalek 
who opposes Kedusha in a way that defies logic and comes from their 
inner being, we Yidden must use our Emunah to follow Hash-
em’s orders exactly and not inject the taste of seichel!

This is the lesson we started with: In order to go through the time 
before the Geula where there is such darkness, when light is called 
dark and dark is called light; a time when sweet is called bitter and 
bitter is called sweet; where the Sheker and falsity of the world and 
nations is palpable and can be felt, we need to serve and follow 
Hashem Yisbareich with Emunah and Bitachon. And as the Yidden 
were redeemed in that Zechus so too we will be redeemed from our 
darkness and Golus. Yehi Ratzon that Hashem free each and 
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every Yid from his Geula Proti now together with the Geula 
Klali now with Moshiach Tzidkeinu.

A Kosheren un freilichen Pesach Z’man Cheiraseinu and Besuros Tovos

Sholom Mordechai Halevi Ben Rivkah, Sheyichye
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RASHA MAH HU OMER

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Family
Date: 12 Nissan, 5772

B”H

Dear Kinderlach, sheyichyu

In the Haggadah we speak about the four sons, one who is Chacham, 
one who is a Rasha, one who is a Tam and one who is a She’eino Yodeah 
Lishol. We have many lessons to talk about; what they say, the order 
in which they say it, etc. By the Rasha there are two questions that 
stand out. The first question is, why does the Rasha speak after the 
Chacham; or, why does his question come before the Tam? The second 
question is, what is it about the Rasha’s teeth that we are told to 
knock them out before we answer him in words?

The Rebbe Rayatz explains that the Chacham is seated near the Rasha 
so that he can teach him to go in the ways of the Torah and Mitz-
vos, which is the whole purpose of the Seder. This idea of the Cha-
cham and his interaction with the Rasha sitting next to him, is fur-
ther explained to have some negative effects on the Chacham. This 
can be seen by the way the Chacham talks. Even though the Chacham 
is on a high level of Kedusha, his Bitul to Hashem is not complete and 
he asks questions. There is something wrong with asking questions, 
as the vort goes “A Sheilah is Treif”. The Chacham was affected by sit-
ting next to the Rasha since he learned from the Rasha who is full of 
questions.
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In Avodas Hashem, there is the Maalah of the “Tam “ as the posuk says 
“Tomim Tiyeh Im Hashem Elokechah”. That means serving Hashem with 
Temimus and not to ask questions. Therefore, the level of “She’eino 
Yodeah Lishol” is even higher since he does not even know how to ask 
questions. For this level in Avodah, Getlichkeit is seen B’pshitus. Kedu-
sha is seen as clear as day; there are no questions!

The existence of the world is something that is new and that is where 
the questions are. He needs to see in the Torah that there is a world 
that Hashem created and that he needs to serve Hashem in this world!

Lechoirah we can go on to explain as follows:

Everything was created from Hashem who created the world and all 
that is in it. This means that every being has its life from some level 
that originates in Kedusha and Tov. This idea is found in a known 
Maamer Chazal that says, “for everything that is forbidden in the 
Torah, there is it’s counterpart that is Permitted in the Torah.” Obvi-
ously the Chachamim are not coaching or teaching us to find the taste 
of the Issur in a permitted way, a Yid should be repulsed by anything 
that is Assur whether it is the Issur itself, or even the taste of it!

What the Chachamim are telling us is that there is nothing in the 
world that can exist without our Creator. Even when we will find 
something that is against what Hashem wants a Yid to do, we need to 
know that the only way that thing can exist is because it has a coun-
terpart that it came in Kedusha,

and as that level or inyan in Kedusha is further lowered into the phys-
ical world it loses its connection to Kedusha and can become some-
thing that is forbidden. We now know that everything that is created 
needs it life from Kedusha, and begins as what is permitted, from 
which will come those things that are forbidden.
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There is a story that will clarify this idea. There was once a question 
asked to a Rav about this. The question posed was how is possible to 
find the counterpart for what is permitted in the Torah for the Aveirah 
of Avodah Zarah R”L? The Rav answered that when a Yid approaches 
you seeking your help, and says to you that he needs money that he 
is missing you are not allowed to think to yourself in the following 
manner: “Being that I am a Believer in Hashem and since I believe 
that Hashem is the one that provides and sustains every part of His 
creation, therefore I should not help him, because if this person is 
destined to be helped and have the money, then Hashem will give it 
to him. If he is not destined to have the money then Hashem will not 
give it to him. Who am I anyway? What importance do I have that I 
should get involved with what Hashem wants to happen to this Yid? 
How can I give him the help and he money he needs?”... All of this is 
not the way a Yid is allowed to think when it comes to giving Tzeda-
kah or helping to save a Yid. When it comes to Tzedakah, Hashem says 
to help him as if there is no one else who can. When a Yid comes to 
you for help, or if you know that you can be of help, then you have 
to help out in a manner that its dependant on you to get it done. You 
have to approach his request for help, in a way that it all dependant 
you.

By the Mitzvah of helping another Yid it is permitted to feel as the 
only one who can help. This feeling of self and importance is Kedu-
sha at this level, but it will go down by many levels, to the Aveirah of 
thinking Chas Veshalom that there is another existence; like Avodah 
Zarah; which is not permitted. This story with the Rav is a example 
of how everything that is forbidden has a source that is permitted in 
Torah!

This explains that the source of the question asked by the Rasha. 
“what is this Avodah for you?” and says “Lachem” which takes him-
self out of the Avodah, in that he does not do the Torah and Mitz-
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vos, since the Rasha heard the Chacham ask his question, of what are 
these Eidus, Chukim and Mishpatim? even though the Chacham began 
by saying Hashem Elokeinu, our Elokim, with which he makes it clear 
that he is one with the Yidden in his Belief in Hashem Echod, and his 
question is really a deep and lofty one which comes from his total 
subservience to Hashem, and his desire to serve Hashem in a way of 
Bitul and Kabolas Ol, and asks and wonders why is there the need for 
all the specific different Mitzvos of Eidus, Chukim and Mishpatim, why 
is it not enough to serve Hashem with Chukim? The Rasha hears the 
question and then filters this in his wicked mind and comes up with 
his version of the question, and he attacks the need to any Mitzvos 
R”L. The Rasha asks why do we need Avodah - work when it is enough 
just to say that he Believes there is a Creator in Heaven.

This is a good lesson for today where the Rasha also takes on the role 
of a Chacham and makes himself a Rabbi who speaks words that start 
with the words of a believer but when we allow him to keep on talking 
and when we see his actions they take on the words of the Rasha. As 
we see there are those today that will take the first part of the Cha-
cham’s question which is the overall belief in Hashem they will say, 
but then they question, the need to even do the Mitzvos R”L. Then 
when the Rasha takes over from his friend the Rabbi, He asks openly 
why do we need Avodah, where we need to serve Hashem with Mesiras 
Nefesh and Kabolas Ol. He says the same thing as “He remembers the 
dog that he ate in Mitzrayim, Cheenom without Avodah.

This is why the Baal Haggadah says knock out his teeth even before 
you answer him, because when words like this comes out of his 
mouth they may sound not so dangerous and inquisitive, but these 
words reveals that there are teeth in his mouth. The teeth are like 
those of the snake, the Nachash Hakadmoinee, who also approached 
Chava with a question making believe that he wanted to know the 
Commandment of Hashem about what they may or may not eat from 



RASHA MAH Hu OMER |   94

the Tree. Chava was fooled into thinking that he was just asking a 
question when the snake was going to inject his poison with his two 
teeth and deceive Chava to doing a Aveirah R”L.

In order for the Rasha not to be able to poison further, his teeth need 
to be knocked out. The use of the teeth of a snake is to grab and to 
poison; not for eating and consumption. The teeth of the Rasha are 
knocked out so that he can’t grab and poison the victim. Only then - 
when his teeth are out -will dialogue answer his questions. Respond-
ing to the question of the Rasha without actually taking out the teeth 
he has that may grab and poison, is not the way that an answer will 
help the Rasha. It will only allow his Poison to spread and hurt the 
others.

The real Avodah is the Tam the one who serves Hashem with Temi-
mus and whole-heartedness. The one who only wants to know what 
is wanted from him and he does just that. The Highest Avodah is 
when Elokus B’pshitus, where Getlichkeit becomes so real, that there 
are no questions! On Pesach when we are liberated from Mitzrayim 
and from our Yetzer Hara and we eat only Matzah, which is the food 
of Emunah and Bitul, the Avodah of the She’eino Yodeah Lishol is very 
possible to reach, and bring this freedom to all the days of the Year, 
so that Pesach Never Ends and freedom continues for all the days of 
the Year).

Yehi Ratzon that Hashem free every Yid from his prison Proti now and 
all the the Geula Klali now for all the Yidden with Moshiach Tzidkeinu 
which will be the time when Elokus will be seen and B’pshitus and we 
will need to look into the Chumash to prove that a world does exist 
and we will live and see that Ein Oid Milvado!
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A Kosheren un Freilacher Pesach
Be’ezras Hashem Pesach Velen mir zein tzuzamen in der heim freiun 
machen dee sedorim tzuzamen:)
Besuros Tovos,

Tatty
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FREEDOM HERE AND NOW

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Family
Date: Chol Hamoed Pesach, 5772

B”H

Dear Kinderlach, sheyichyu :)

It is Pesach and it is Zman Cheiruseinu the time for redemption; may 
Hashem make it today:). It’s now Chol Hamoed, so I can send you an 
email what is happening here, and you can send me what is happen-
ing there, and we ask Hashem Yisbareich to free me and his Bracha, 
that I am out of here and we are are together at home, with no more 
“here” and “there”, Just together serving Hashem Yisbareich at home 
:).

Friday, Erev Yom Tov we are able to visit together and enjoyed so 
many Torahs on the Haggadah,

and it was a good preparation for Yom Tov. Hashem Yisbareich wanted 
me to be in prison for the First two days so Baruch Hashem I was here 
and as soon as I got back to the unit I prepared for the Yom Tov right 
away and Be’ezras Hashem for Kriyas Yam Suf. For the second days of 
Pesach, Hashem will split the separation that is between us and I will 
be freed to go home :).

In the unit as I was dressed and walking around, the geshmake thing 
was that there were others also who realized the it was not just like 
another Erev Shabbos, and realized that i was preparing for some-
thing special :). It takes a extra special effort to make the feeling of 
Yom Tov here. There are very few physical reminders that it is Pesach 
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and it’s a time to thank Hashem Yisbareich for our freedom. There are 
just sights, sounds and smells of Mitzrayim that surround a person 
here from which we need to go out and enter into Pesach.

Pesach teaches that for a Yid there are no limitations, and can jump 
over all the limitations put on him from the outside and to be able to, 
feel the cheirus of being a Ben Chorin from Am Yisrael!

and Baruch Hashem even with all all the distractions that are thrown 
at us here daily in prison,

whether it’s being locked in the unit and cells for no apparent reason 
as happened yesterday,

or being locked out which means not being able to go into the unit 
or cells for hours and hours like what happened today, Pesach means 
that we are free, and that real freedom is learning Torah and Mitzvos 
and with the freedom of the Neshama we also have the freedom of 
the Guf which houses the Neshama :).

Being that the machine is shutting in a few minutes I want to first 
tell you about today. Today in the morning during breakfast, one of 
the Yidden here told me some news about what is happening by him.

It was about how one of the people who were charged in his case died 
a few weeks ago. The guy who died was the same guy who he was jeal-
ous of because he was to go out of prison in about one year while he 
was fighting to get out of prison. What he said was moment of free-
dom for me. You will understand with understanding first a perek in 
Chovas Halvovos Sha’ar HaBitachon Perek Vov, :). In the first five Per-
akim, the author explains what it means to have Bitachon in Hashem. 
It is explained in great detail and now that we understand what Bita-
chon means, Perek Vov is dedicated to explain in detail the great mis-
take of those who have the attitude in doing Torah and Mitzvos,which 
is in a way that he calls like “Pledge Taking”.
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“Pledge Takers” are those that say to Hashem, give us first what we 
decide we need, that we should have all the money we need for our 
future and our children’s future, and also to remove of all our worries 
as we see fit they should be taken care of, and after all we are given 
this we “Take the pledge” to learn Torah and do Mitzvos!

Says the Chovas Halvovos that in this way they are like the Business-
man who, when selling on credit to someone he does not trust, asks 
for a pledge at the time of the sale, because he fears that his client is 
unreliable and will unable to pay him. He gives seven reasons for the 
foolishness of this approach that plague so many people, and in the 
third one he says like this:

There was a Chassid who used to say to People “My friends! Is it possi-
ble that Hashem would ask you to perform, today, tomorrow’s duties, 
or duties due a year or several years from now?” They would answer 
to him “How could we be held responsible now for duties due are due 
at time that we may never live to see? We are bound to perform a 
definite service only at a definite period. When that time comes, we 
will be obligated to do that Avodah.” He would say to them “This way 
too Hashem Yisbareich has promised you for every definite person 
a certain provision and in return for it you are bound to a definite 
Avodah. Just as he does not demand Avodah from you before its time, 
so should a sense of shame restrain you from asking for granting of 
provision before its time”. “Why then do you do I find you seeking 
from Hashem provision for years ahead; years that you may not live 
to see? You ask that He provide you in advance with the maintenance 
for your wife and children for those that they may not yet exist. Pro-
visions for your basic needs alone are not enough for you, rather you 
want to be provided in advance with basics and with Luxuries for an 
indefinite period of time for which you have guarantee of life...”

Of course the main point here is not to ask from Hashem Yisbareich 
that He give first and then that will be followed by serving Hashem 
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with Learning Torah and doing His Mitzvos. But, there is the lesson of 
not making deals for a period of time that may not be yours, or as it 
says “Worrying for a world that is not yours”. Because, if the person 
leaves the world when that time comes that its not his world that he 
can make a deal with. This type of deal making of years in future is 
what “They” make forgetting that the future is not ours to deal with.

Now, here is his story. This Yid who was talking is in the process of 
appealing what happened at his trial and the many years of prison 
that they want to take from him. In his trial charges were brought 
against him and another Yid that is here and a third man we will call 
John.

While these two that are here have been sentenced to decades of 
time this third defendant was “given” a Metzia or taken from him 
three years and some more months.I remember when we met many 
months ago, he told me how John had promised him that at his trial 
he would testify about what role he really played at the company, 
and what really happened, and with that testimony this Yid would 
have been helped and been found not guilty would have won his trial. 
However, what happened was that John made a “deal” with them, 
and suddenly he refused to say at the trial what would have helped 
this Yid in prison. John was dealing with the time in the future and 
because he wanted to assure himself a “lighter” sentence of less years 
in prison, that “they” promised they would take from him. But, if 
he would have said what he really should have said about what hap-
pened at their company at the trial, but he was told that would say 
that at the trial, as he should have, then “His” deal would be be in 
trouble he would have to be in prison longer, so he “Made the Pledge” 
for the years in the future, but her forgot that they are not his years. 
Because even though everything went as planned and John was sen-
tenced to “only” three years and some months in prison, while the 
other two were sentenced to many more years than he was, and even 
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though he already was “officially” going home a year later, and he 
must have been thinking how lucky he was to make a “deal” with 
them; he was to be leaving prison much earlier than he was to be 
released! But he never went home, because he died about a month 
ago!

This is the lesson we learn in Shaar HaBitachon. Our Avodah is to 
serve Hashem Yisbareich who is the only one that has control of the 
future and we should be never be worried and “making Deals” for a 
world that is not ours. I thank Hashem Yisbareich for giving me and 
my wife and family sheyichyu to do what Hashem Yisbareich wants us 
to do and that we aren’t making the mistake of ‘making pledges’- and 
worrying about a world that is not ours. We are doing what Hashem 
assures us, and we will be Zoche to have the future world with the 
coming of Moshiach Tzidkeinu.

To be continued...
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JUST GO!

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Family
Date: 20 Nissan, 5772

B”H

Dear Kinderlach, sheyichyu,
A Gutten un Freilichin Moed.

Wow, it’s almost time for the second days of Yom Tov and for the 
greatest nes of Kriyas Yam Suf,

when Hashem Yisbareich split the sea and made it dry, so the Yidden 
could walk through it. Then, the same, dry sea that they just walked 
through, became the wet sea in which the Mitzriyim drowned.

With this nes of Kriyas Yam Suf, the nes of Yetzias Mitzrayim was com-
plete. Before Kriyas Yam Suf, there was still a connection between 
the Yidden and Mitzrayim. The Yidden were still terrified of Pharaoh 
and his army chasing them; thus, they were not completely out of 
Mitzrayim.

Only after Pharaoh and all the Mitzriyim drowned in the sea, were 
the Yidden totally free of Mitzrayim—as they were not afraid any-
more. Then, finally, the Yidden could go on to travel to Har Sinai and 
receive the Torah.

We know that Yetzias and Geulas Mitzrayim was the beginning of all 
future redemptions, especiall the Geula Ho’asidah, which will take 
place now!
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Yetzias Mitzrayim was not complete even after they left and passed 
Pi Hachiros. The laws of Mitzrayim established that if a slave reached 
Pi Hachiros he would be free; however, even after the Yidden reached 
that place, they were chased by Pharaoh as he tried to bring them 
back to Mitzrayim. (So much for their laws when it comes to a Yid 
being freed!) It was only after the splitting of the sea and the drown-
ing of Pharaoh and his army, that the Yidden were finally able to feel 
completely out of Mitzrayim’s danger.

This is why, along with the Mitzvah to remember going out of Mitz-
rayim every day, we also remember the great nes of Kriyas Yam Suf by 
singing, “Az yashir Moshe u’Bnei Yisroel....”!

Also, during the splitting of the Yam Suf there was one bekiah, split-
ting of the sea, and then each Shevet had its own path to go through 
to receive the Torah and serve Hashem. So too, will Moshiach Tzid-
keinu split the Nohor, the river, as we read in the Haftorah, “and the 
river will be split into seven.” The Yidden will go across and gather, all 
together, in Eretz Yisroel, Bimheirah b’yameinu.

There was one Yid who made the nes of Kriyas Yam Suf happen; his 
name, I am sure you know, was Nachshon Ben Aminadav. Nachshon 
knew that when Hashem took the Yidden out of Mitzrayim it was for 
the reason and purpose of, as the Pasuk says, “Taavdum Elokim al 
ha’har hazeh” - the Yidden serving Hashem at Har Sinai. This meant 
that leaving Mitzrayim was not the final part of Yetzias Mitzrayim. He 
knew that after they left they were not yet free from the slavery of 
Mitzrayim and Pharaoh. Therefore, he knew it wasn’t time for them 
to party and take a vacation at the seashore for a rest, or to go sail-
ing and fishing. Rather, Nachshon knew that leaving Mitzrayim was 
just one part of what Hashem wanted for the Yidden. He understood 
that there was a destination they had to reach which would complete 
the Yidden’s exodus out of Mitzrayim. The Yidden would not be com-
pletely out of Mitzrayim until they reached Har Sinai and received 
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the Torah. Knowing this, Nachshon marched on, towards Har Sinai. 
It didn’t matter if there was a sea in front of him; it did not deter 
him or dampen his excitement to reach the destination of Har Sinai. 
Then, Hashem Yisbareich made the greatest of nissim and split the sea 
for him and all the Yidden.

It says in the Midrash that when the Yidden were standing at the edge 
of the sea, with Pharaoh and his army chasing them from behind, 
they were afraid of what would happen to them, and so they formed 
four groups, each with their own solution:

1) To fall into the sea, rather than return to Mitzrayim

2) To return to slavery in Mitzrayim

3) To fight the Mitzriyim

4) To daven to Hashem to save them

This is how Moshe Rabbeinu answered each group:

1) “Hisyatzivu u’reuh es yeshuas Hashem,” - stand and see the salvation 
from Hashem; meaning, don’t fall into the water.

2) “Ki ka’asher re’isem es Mitzrayim...” As you see Mitzrayim today, you 
will never see them again, so don’t return to Mitzrayim.

3) “Hashem yilocheim lachem” - Hashem will fight for you, you do not 
need to fight.

4) “V’atem tacharishun” - and you should be quiet. Meaning, even 
now, it was not a time to daven.

Rather, what you should do is: “Daber el Bnei Yisrael v’yisau” - speak to 
the Bnei Yisrael and continue journeying.

There are a few questions which can be asked:
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Firstly, why are all four of these solutions lumped into one Pasuk? 
The solution of falling into the sea was that of “Yei’ush”, with an atti-
tude of “all is lost and we’d rather die than be slaves”. Even the second 
group’s plan—to stay alive but be slaves to Pharaoh—was a lifeless 
solution, while the solution of fighting comes from a person full of 
life, who has hope of winning with the help of Hashem! Furthermore, 
the solution of davening to Hashem that He sends help is a solution 
of a righteous soul. If so, why was that not a proper solution? How it 
it that all of these opposing ideas are lumped into one Pasuk?

The answer given is: since all of these ideas came from the people 
themselves and were not given to them by Hashem Yisbareich, 
through Moshe Rabbeinu, none were valid solutions. A Yid needs to 
know that when he is unsure of what to do he should look into the 
Torah to see what he is to do. He should then do it with the Mesiras 
Nefesh of Nachshon.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu told Moshe to tell the Yidden, “v’yisau”—con-
tinue to Har Sinai. Then, Hashem made the nes and split the sea as a 
preparation for Matan Torah. Since there are many ways that Hashem 
can save the Yidden, there is never a place to fall into depression and 
give up by falling into the water. Also, being a slave of Mitzrayim 
is not an option for a Yid who needs to be above the limitations of 
Mitzrayim. Fighting the Mitzriyim, when it was the time for Kabolas 
Hatorah, was also not the right thing to do; and, at such a time, even 
davening to Hashem that He should help is not the proper Avodah. 
Because we were explicitly told that the purpose for leaving Mitz-
rayim was to receive the Torah, we did what we could and Hashem 
ensured that we reached Har Sinai.

While it is demanded from a Yid to know and feel he is not in control 
of his own existence, rather it is “Hu Hanosein lecha la’asos chayil”—
it’s Hashem that gives us, Yidden, the Koach to do everything and any-
thing—we still need to do what we are told to do. We need to have 
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Emunah in Hashem, and believe that everything comes from Him. 
Being that Hashem is the “Tachlis Hatov”—the ultimate good—every-
thing He gives is totally good; and if, externally, it does not seem to 
be good, that proves it comes from such a high level that it cannot 
enter this world in a revealed way.

Along with this Emunah , we are commanded by Hashem to have 
Bitachon that He will give us, Yidden, a goodness that we can under-
stand and see. Bitachon does not mean recieving goodness that only 
Hashem knows about. Rather, having Bitachon means believing we 
will be given good that we can see as good from Hashem. This is the 
Bitachon we need to have, even if there is no natural way for it to be a 
goodness which we can see as good. Even then, the Yid has Bitachon in 
Hashem that surely He will help him because Hashem is not limited, 
Chas Veshalom, and it is in His hands to change the “teva”—nature.

If there were yesurim and painful things that previously happened, 
rachmonah l’itzlan, then the Yid needs to have complete Emunah that 
they were totally good. Even in a situation where there seems to be 
no natural way the yesurim can be avoided, the Yid must have total 
Bitachon that Hashem will give him revealed good that can be seen as 
good.

And even if these seem to be two opposite concepts that a Yid needs 
to have, a Yid can have it because he is connected to Hashem who is 
Nosei Hofchim. Therefore, there is no contradiction between Emunah 
and Bitachon. Aderaba, Bitachon is generally from the yesod and ikrei 
in Emunah .

It is the same when we serve Hashem Yisbareich in ruchniyus; along 
with knowing that everything is b’yedai Shamayim, we are com-
manded to do Avodah, ourselves. As we said, Hashem could have 
saved the Yidden in many ways and the reason He made Kriyas Yam 
Suf, was that this was the preparation for Matan Torah. The sea is 
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home to everything there is on dry land, but it’s covered by the water 
which gives it life. Similarly, great levels of Kedusha are immersed 
and covered with Getlichkeit, and their whole existence is Hashem.

The dry land is a place where each being feels separated from its life 
source. By splitting the sea and turning it into dry land, Hashem 
revealed to the Yidden the highest and deepest secrets of Kedusha. 
It says that at Kriyas Yam Suf, the level of Nevuah of a maidservant 
was greater than the level of Yechezkel Hanavi. And, of course, it 
was the Yiddishe Kinderlach who recognized Hashem Yisbareich first, 
through the nissim they experienced in Mitzrayim, before they were 
even born.

So too, when we are zoche to see the great nissim Hashem will do for 
us, the Yidden, and for our family—speedily—we will all be the first 
to say, “Zeh Keili v’anveihu Elokei avi v’aromimenu,” and we will go out 
of Golus together with Moshiach Tzidkeinu now.

A Gutten Yom Tov With Nissim of Kriyas Yam Suf.
Besuros Tovos Now,

Tatty
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PESACH DIARY 5772

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Family
Date: 24 Nissan, 5772

B”H

Dear Kinderlach sheyichyu,

In response to your questions about Pesach here in prison, here is 
a glimpse of some of what happened over Yom Tov. Baruch Hashem, 
I was able to be mekayem the Mitzvah of Bedikas Chametz in cell 
number 217. From just about one position squatting on the floor, 
all four corners of the cell and the floor in between could be searched 
perfectly. Using a paper towel wound around a pencil for a feather, I 
brushed into a plastic spoon whatever Chametz I found, gathered it 
into a paper bag, tied it up and put it on top of the locker.

Our good chaplain arranged for a proper biur Chametz, kedas u’ke-
din, where we were able to burn our Chametz on Erev Pesach. With 
great excitement we said kol chamirah vechamirah and the yehi razton, 
asking Hashem to be meva’er min ha’olam all the Klipos and those who 
are metzaer Yidden rachmonoh litzlan, and to bring the world into a 
state of taharah to serve Hashem.

I was so glad I was able to visit with you and Mommy a few hours 
before Yom Tov. Also, Reb Eli Nosson Silverberg and Reb Yoel Shwartz 
came with their kinderlach, and we had a happy lively discussion 
about the Haggadah.
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Standing Tall

After returning to the unit, it was time to start the preparation for 
Yom Tov, which basically meant changing into Chametz-free clothes. 
Surprisingly, a few inmates noticed a difference in my appearance 
and actually made some friendly comments about how the look was 
different, even though the clothes themselves were no different. But 
really they were right; Pesach is a time when we Yidden live with the 
feeling of cheirus and we stand a little taller and straighter, and that 
is probably what he meant.

To be honest, it was difficult to be able to nurture this feeling while 
surrounded with the darkness and coldness of this place. It was after 
the P.M. count in the prison so the inmates were exiting their cells 
into the common area to be counted. This is a large but very over-
crowded room due to the heavy population in the unit. It is sur-
rounded outside by tall cement walls, with a few windows blocked 
by heavy metal bars. People of all different nationalities in various 
states of dress and undress are shifting about or sitting aimlessly, 
and crude shouts fill the air.

My Eyes Yearned For the Sights

I was ready for Yom Tov and as the sun was about to set, my eyes 
yearned to see some sights of the Kedusha of Pesach. It is so much 
easier to feel that Kedusha when we can see other Yidden dressed in 
their Yom Tov clothes, and share a simple “Gut Yom Tov” or “a kosher 
freilichen Pesach,” to raise the Ruach and refresh the Neshama.

Even gazing at the white-covered Yom Tov table, proudly display-
ing its priceless treasures—the Haggadah symbolizing liberation by 
Hashem, the bottles of wine, the Shmurah Matzos and Maror on the 
table… all that gives a joyous lift to the heart of a Yid.
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Of course, not a trace of these happy sights exist in the prison unit. 
Instead, all the senses are violated with the extreme opposite. The 
sight of enslavement and constraint are visible all the time, with the 
double rows of high cement walls and fences surrounding the prison, 
the bottom and top rows covered in rolls of razor-sharp barbed wire.

The sights of all that is unholy assail one’s eyes, along with all the 
tumah of Mitzrayim buzzing at a person from the many monitors 
hanging above. The ears ache as they come under the non-stop bar-
rage of the loud, vulgar talk, peppered by screams and shouts of 
nothingness, amplified and echoing off the high, cement brick walls.

And at mealtime, the smell of cooking food in the microwaves spreads 
across the unit, the treif smells so pungent and nauseating you have 
to stop breathing at times to avoid throwing up.

Imagine being immersed in this environment and contrast this with 
the electrified feelings of Erev Pesach and Zman Cheiruseinu as it is 
supposed to be experienced. The only eitzah is to cling to Torah Ohr 
with all one’s might and imagination; that alone is capable of bring-
ing warmth and light and meaning inside this place.

Thank You, Hashem

Baruch Hashem, we have been learning and preparing spiritually for 
Yom Tov, and the Neshama is alive with the excitement of the moment 
about to seize the world. This sanctified moment exists here, too, 
in Otisville, as it is for every single Yid wherever Hashem Yisbareich 
places him. Even here, as hard as the conditions are, that sanctity can 
be found if one tries hard enough.

There is the great anticipation of fulfilling the duty of thanking 
Hashem for taking us out of Mitzrayim and making us a free nation. 
Thank you, Hashem! My heart is full of gratitude, even here. 
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Shortly before the time of licht bentching, I called you to say gut Yom 
Tov…. After speaking to each of the kinderlach and to my parents 
and family members who are together for Pesach, wishing each other 
a gut Yom Tov, we ended with singing “MiMitzrayim ge’altanu mibeis 
avodim pedisanu,” asking Hashem to grant us cheirus right here, this 
very day, and to liberate me from prison.

‘Wandering Jews’

At 6.30 p.m., the call came for the “move;” the doors opened and we 
walked to the chapel.

There we had another reminder of enslavement and “wandering” 
because, despite prior arrangements, there was no room available 
for us Yidden to hold a Seder. We stood around, holding our precious 
matzos and haggados, wondering where to go, what to do. Eventually, 
we learned that Chapel A, where we were supposed to be holding our 
Seder, was closed for Pesach, due to renovations.

We looked at each other helplessly. It was almost shkiah. Eventually, 
about seven minutes before shkiah, after hurried negotiations on 
the part of the chaplain, a small room was vacated and we are finally 
able to daven Mincha.

Although we are less than a minyan, we davened and sang Hallel with 
tremendous simcha, and then gathered around the one table set up 
for the Seder. I started by encouraging everyone to put aside all our 
aggravation and woes and focus on the Mitzvah of the day: to tell the 
story of Yetzias Mitzrayim and freedom, something every person in 
the room can relate to.

From Smooth Talk To Slave Labor

One limud they seemed to especially connect with is the concept of 
how the “peh rach”—the soft-spoken and smooth mouth of Pha-
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raoh—tricked the Yidden into changing their status from a proud, 
free people devoted to Hashem Yisbareich to becoming slaves.

How could it happen that the peh rach of soft talk was capable of 
turning into the harsh and bitter decrees that enslaved the Yidden 
with avodas perach?

Maybe it’s because the Yidden came to Mitzrayim as a free people, 
proud of who they were, but after a while began to admire their host 
country. They helped it grow and prosper and along the way, began to 
be dazzled by this “advanced” culture and civilization.

Remember when the shevatim came with Yaakov to Mitzrayim, they 
explained to Pharaoh that they could not accept positions in the gov-
ernment or army, because they were simple shepherds? This most 
important lesson of a Yid in Golus was lost after many years of the 
living with the Mitzriyim. When Pharaoh approached them and sug-
gested they help him build his country, even though this meant they 
would need to leave their yeshivos and life of learning, they agreed. 
The idea of having a role in building up the great Egyptian culture 
appealed to them. They were gradually fooled into thinking there was 
some beauty and value in the Egyptian way of life. So when smooth-
talking-Pharaoh came with the brick around his neck and asked the 
Yidden to join him in his work, they fell into the trap, instead of using 
the same argument of “Yaakov ish tam, yoshev ohalim”—a Yid needs to 
sit in the tents of Torah and learn and serve Hashem Yisbareich.

They began working with the excitement that they should have 
reserved for Avodas Hashem. Then, the soft-spoken Pharaoh swiftly 
became the slavemaster who was revealed as an evil snake, literally 
bathing in the blood of Yiddisher kinder.
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Turning Point

This barbarity—and the Yidden’s realization of the wickedness of the 
culture they once admired—shattered the hold Mitzrayim had over 
them. Combined with the nissim of Hashem Yisbareich who showed 
them His total control over nature, these events made the Yidden 
capable of rejecting the tumah of Mitzrayim. They followed Hashem 
into the desert, blindly, with the Emunah of a child who knows his 
Father even before he can understand the greatness of his father….

This limud somehow resonated with those who were with me and one 
person repeated it to someone else the following day. We also spoke 
about more things in the time we had. I hope to tell you more—and 
to hear more from you—in another email.

I love you and miss you all,

Tatty
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DON’T LET “REALITY” EFFECT YOU

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Family
Date: 3 Nissan, 5773

B”H

Dearest Kinderlach,

Today is “Gimmel” which equals Geula, in Chodesh which is Chiddush, 
Nissan which stands for Nissim, the ultimate chidushim we want. We 
have Bitachon in Hashem that He will make this month the chiddush of 
our freedom from Prison! We also receive chizuk from all Tyere Yidden 
who are davening and saying Tehillim, asking Hashem to make this 
month Yetzias Mitzrayim, a reality for our Geula Proti with our Geula 
Klali with Moshiach Tzidkeinu now!

We have Bitachon in Hashem that He will surely free me today, to 
be with our dear son Uziel Sheyichye, to celebrate, B’ezras Hashem, 
together with him on his Yom Huledes this Zayin Nissan. Zayin is Zeh 
B’gilui and Nissan is Nissim, Habah aleinu l”tova!

Uziel! We will start with learning your new kapitel Tehillim together, 
Kapitel “Yud” which stands for proud Yid. Yes, Tatty, Mommy and all 
your brothers and sisters are very, very proud of You.

B’ezras Hashem this year Pesach I will be able to be mekayeim the Mitz-
vah of V’higadetah L’vinchah personally and for real, to you and all the 
kinderlach and family, sheyichyu.

Baruch Hashem, we are busy, even here, making preparations for our 
Chag Ha’Geula. The concept that the preparation for a Mitzvah can be 
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even more important than the Mitzvah’s performance actually takes 
on special meaning in prison. That’s because the readiness and long-
ing for redemption is so real and tangible here, more so than the cel-
ebration of Yom Tov itself, since true cheirus and simcha cannot exist 
in prison. These joyous states of being only exist as Yid

When you think about it, kemoh is a metaphor for Golus, where one 
is not Chas Veshalom dying, but also not really living. Pesach is about 
attaining freedom for our guf and our Neshama so that we can really 
be alive, not “kemoh” alive. Real life is cheirus; when we are true to 
ourselves and continuously strive to become the person we were 
meant to be.

Because of this, we need to be a true Yid and stop being a kemoh, an 
imitation. It’s a truth that applies universally to every single Yid, no 
matter where he is. But it is especially applicable here in prison.

Here in prison, everything is “kemoh” –a hollow resemblance of the 
real thing. A punishment facility is kemoh a “Correctional Facility.” 
Solitary confinement is kemoh a place for “personal safety.” A pris-
oner is kemoh an inmate. Years of time wasted is kemoh time “served.” 
One eats kemoh food; wears kemoh clothes; a cell is kemoh a room; a 
hard shelf is kemoh a bed.

A walk outside in fenced areas with a sprinkling of grass is kemoh a 
walk in a park as a free man. The prison itself is kemoh a palace with 
countless rooms and doors—except no door to freedom.

The way the Yom Tov of Pesach is celebrated in prison follows this par-
allel universe of kemoh. A prisoner wears regulation clothes that are 
kemoh the Yom Tov clothes he wants to be attired in. A folding table 
in the chapel is kemoh a Seder table; a meal together in the chapel is 
kemoh a Seder. Reciting the Hagadah in the chapel is kemoh doing the 
Mitzvah of sipur Yetzias Mitzrayim to your beloved children. Drink-



DON’T LET “REALiTY” EFFECT YOu |   115

ing grape juice is kemoh wine for the arbah kosos. And on and on with 
the imitations.

[Eating Maror, however, is not kemoh, and the shiur is more than 
b’hidur!]

Sadly, there isn’t even a kemoh when it comes to davening with a 
minyan or for Kriyas HaTorah.

So, dear kinderlach, you see why preparing for my Geula Proti here 
is not kemoh, but all too real. Because we are all so ready and so full 
of longing for Geula from this place. And even more so, for our Geula 
shleima with Moshiach Tzidkeinu.

On Pesach, we thank Hashem for freeing us from being slaves to Pha-
raoh and his Avodas Perach. What is perech? Chazal say it alludes to 
peh rach, a soft mouth, referring to the gentle, beguiling words that 
Pharaoh used in his scheme to enslave the Yidden. By hiding behind 
benign words and deceptive euphemisms, Pharaoh was able to mask 
his true intentions and lure the Yidden to work as hard as they could. 
He then used their patriotic performance to gauge their abilities, 
and enslaved them according to these quotas. This is the paradigm of 
repaying good with evil.

Seforim say that perach also alludes to pirud, separation, because one 
of the harshest facets of the shibud Mitzrayim were the decrees sep-
arating Jewish families; husbands from wives, fathers from children. 
We thank Hashem and celebrate the fact that He put an end to these 
cruel decrees and for uniting families that were torn apart.

Hashem wanted Moshe Rabbeinu to be the one to take us out of Mitz-
rayim and receive the Torah on Har Sinai. Moshe Rabbeinu is B’Ge-
matria 613, the same as the 613 Mitzvos. Moshe Rabbeinu is our Goel 
Rishon and our Goel Acharon!
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We are only able to achieve true freedom through learning Torah and 
doing its Mitzvos.

We can bring the unlimited Simcha of Purim that is “Poreitz Geder,” 
into the month of Nissan.

The “Chodesh” of nissim is “Poretz Geder” over all natural limitations, 
which includes sending prisoners to freedom! We have learned from 
Esther Hamalka how a Yid could survive in a “Place called a Palace” 
and now we have additional lesson to learn from Moshe Rabbeinu.

It was the noble Jewish women who continued to have more children 
even after Pharaoh decreed that all baby boys must be thrown into 
the Nile River. They are the ones who built the “Tzivos Hashem” that 
came out of Mitzrayim. This was only able to take place because they 
placed their faith in Hashem and relied only on Him for their chil-
dren’s very survival.

When Moshe was born to Amram and Yocheved, he brought a special 
light into their home. From the moment Basya found him floating in 
the river, his Jewish identity became widely known. He refused to 
eat anything that wasn’t Kosher and was thus sustained by Yocheved 
for the first few years of his life. Even after that, as he was forced 
to live in a “place called a Palace,” where he didn’t want to be, he 
remained a proud Yid and staunch Eved Hashem.

Basya was megayer and knew Lashon Hakodesh. She named him 
Moshe because of the miraculous way she drew him out of the water 
and to have a constant reminder that he was Jewish. That is why he 
is called Moshe in the Torah. The same way he was drawn out of the 
water, so to he will draw the Yidden out of Mitzrayim.

The Alshich Hakadosh explains that Yocheved put Moshe in the 
water as to trick the stargazers into thinking that the savior of the 
Jews has already been punished by water as they had predicted. This 
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caused them to immediately annul their decree and they stopped 
attempting to drown the boys. This means that when Basya found 
Moshe, the Mitzriyim knew that this baby wasn’t the one destined 
to redeem the Yidden because he was already hurt by water and this 
baby was saved!

That leads us to another question. How could it be that the wicked 
Pharaoh, who unabashedly hated the Yidden and enslaved them, 
adopted this Jewish child as his grandchild and allowed him to live 
the Palace?

Lech’oirah the answer is that like all wicked kings, Pharaoh wanted 
to fool his subjects into thinking that he was a king of justice. Of 
course, all monarchs had ministers and subjects, as well as prisoners 
and slaves. That was standard. But Pharaoh enslaved the Yidden with 
a special fury and hate, plotting their destruction with the conniv-
ing and malicious words “Havah Nischakmah Loh”, and he felt a need 
to defend his actions. So devised this plan to allow his daughter to 
adopt an abandoned Jewish child. This was an opportunity the show 
his subjects that he really wasn’t an Anti Semite. The policies he insti-
tuted to destroy and obliterate the Jews weren’t because he hated 
them, it was because he truly loved them and only wanted to protect 
everyone from the Jews who would potentially rise against him. And 
the “proof” is that he adopted this baby boy as his grandson!

Unfortunately, we see that Pharaoh set a precedent, for the argu-
ment that every Anti Semite uses to defend himself is “how can I pos-
sibly be accused of being a Jew hater if my best friends (or close advi-
sors etc) are Jewish?!” but Pharaoh was even smoother, he adopted 
a Jewish grandson!

The Yidden had a brother in the “place called a Palace” just like Esther 
was called a sister in the Palace during the time of the Purim story.
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And we see how Moshe really did help them- he was the one who con-
vinced Pharaoh that giving the Jews a day of rest would be a benefit 
to him! Having a day to rejuvenate would give them the strength and 
fortitude to produce more. Of course, we know that Moshe advised 
to give the Jews the day of Shabbos as their day of rest!

Moshe may have lived in a palace but he certainly didn’t allow him-
self the luxury of feeling this way. He was constantly thinking of his 
poor, enslaved brothers and would frequently go out on his own to 
see what he could do to help them. He even saved a Yid from a brutal 
taskmaster, knowing full well that he could he severely punished if 
anyone found out.

Unfortunately, Dasan and Aviram, who witnessed the Mitzri task-
master suddenly die (because Moshe said the Sheim Hameforash), 
went and slandered on him to Pharaoh. Moshe was forced to flee 
from the palace as a result. So much pain and suffering could have 
been prevented had Dasan and Aviram kept their mouths closed!

Today, as we prepare for Pesach, let us all ask Hashem to make this 
reality of reuniting families come true again! If we try, we can bring 
the unlimited simcha of Purim that is poreitz geder into the month of 
Nissan, the chodesh of nissim that has the power to break the shack-
les of all natural limitations, and usher prisoners to freedom.

Yehi Ratzon in this month of nissim that Hashem perform miracles for 
all Yidden, granting each and every one their Geula Proti and together 
with the Geula Klali of our people, together with Moshiach Tzidkeinu.

Besuros tovos and much love,

Tatty
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TAKE IT FROM YISRO: STICK WITH EMES AND 
TORAH

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Reb Pinchas, All
Date: 10 Nissan, 5773

B”H

Shabbos Parshas Tzav
Shabbos Hagadol
Erev Shabbos Yud Aleph Nissan,
Tyere Reb Pinchas, Askanim, and all my Family sheyichyu :)

We had the great honor of having Rabbi Efraim Waxman sheyichye 
here today! He spoke about the Mitzvah of telling the story of Pesach, 
with the focus on “asher hisalati b’Mitzrayim”. He said that we need to 
“mock” the Yetzer Harah who tries to convince us that a Yid is in Mitz-
rayim, with all of his personal limitations. That is not true. A Yid is 
truly free when he serves Hashem—with all his limitations! We sang 
and danced to the songs “Mi’Mitzrayim Gealtanu” and “Ashreinu Mah 
Tov Chelkeinu!”

This Shabbos, Parshas Tzav is also Shabbos Hagadol. We remember 
the big nes of how their first born sons, who represented the strength 
of Mitzrayim itself, went to battle against Pharaoh—fighting to free 
the Yidden! Bayomim haheim bazman hazeh :)

Baruch Hashem we are now in the month of Nissan, the Chodesh 
HaGeula, which is preceded by Purim. The holiday of Purim is always 
celebrated the month before Pesach, so there is the “mismach Geula 
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l’Geula”. The Geula of Purim is connected with the Geula of Mitz-
rayim. How so?

Purim is a display of the ultimate “v’nahapoch hu”; Haman, who was 
at the top of the world and in the greatest position of power—second 
to the king—was knocked off his post and sentenced to death—the 
exact death sentence that he had measured out for Mordechai. On 
top of that, his house was given to Mordechai, who became the Mish-
neh Lamelech in his place! What a phenomenal nes!

Pesach is a demonstration of this same nes. Hashem gave all the riches 
of Mitzrayim to the deserving Yidden! It was a grand “V’nahapoch Hu!” 
In addition, the wealth of all the nations who had come to Mitzrayim 
was placed into the hands of the Yidden as well. The only way the 
Yidden “earned” this wealth was by choosing to turn over the dark-
ness of Golus into the light of the Geula! Hashem should make this 
same “V’nahapoch Hu” for us again, enabling all Yidden to experience 
their Geula Proti and Klali!

On Purim, we tap into “Arur Haman,” hate for all matters that Haman 
represents. Haman represents all bad things in the world, such as the 
bad within Mitzvos lo Sa’aseh. For example, the Mitzvas Lo Sa’aseh of 
“not stealing” possesses the idea of “stealing,” which is represented 
by Haman.

On the other hand, we also strengthen our love for all matters that 
“Baruch Mordechai” represent, which includes all Mitzvos Asei. When 
we strengthen our love for Mitzvos Asei—and do so in an unlim-
ited way of “ad delo yodah”—we are tapping into a part of our Yid-
dishkeit that is above seichel. This enables us to serve Hashem with 
pure Emunah and Bitachon, free and unrestrained by the limits of our 
seichel.
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On Pesach, we tell the story of Pharaoh’s tyranny in great detail, 
reminding ourselves of how Hashem saved us from his hands. We 
praise Hashem for the nissim that He did for us, which displayed His 
complete dominion over the upper and lower worlds, as well as the 
deep and unbreakable bond we share.

There are many eternal lessons and tools that we need to utilize and 
implement in our daily lives which we find hidden within the Torah. 
In understanding the wickedness of Pharaoh and all those who have 
risen up against us (who are manifestations of the Yetzer Hara) we 
learn the truth about them all: no matter whether their schemes 
were/are apparent or discreet, their goal is always the same—to 
enslave the Yid and his Neshama, Chas Veshalom. If we want to truly 
remain free, we must follow the Torah’s directions for how to be saved 
from their evil plans: be a servant of Hashem with all your heart and 
all your capacities. That is the ultimate freedom.

On Purim I heard the following D’var Torah:

The Gemara tells us that Pharaoh sat down with his three advisors—
Bilam, Iyov, and Yisro—to discuss the problem that Mitzrayim was 
facing: As the Jewish population continued to grow, so did the poten-
tial for them to join Mitzrayim’s enemies and destroy them, should a 
war occur. Pharaoh insisted that his advisors assist him in devising 
a plan to “outsmart Hashem” and drown all the baby boys in the Nile 
River. When he presented his idea to them, their opinions on the 
matter differed greatly: Bilam, who was a “yoatz,” agreed with Pha-
raoh’s plan and Hashem later punished him with death; Iyov, who was 
“shosak”—remained quiet, was afflicted with terrible yisurim; Yisro 
was “baruch” because he blatantly disagreed with Pharaoh’s plans to 
harm the Yidden. As a result, Yisro needed to flee for his life. Hashem 
rewarded him with great grandchildren who would sit in the Lishkas 
HaGozis (where the Sanhedrin gathered).
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Obviously, this happened years before we were actually freed from 
Mitzrayim. Why is it relevant for us to know what they advised 
during that meeting? There must be a lesson in Avodas Hashem we 
can glean from it.

At first glance, Bilam appears to be the most wicked, followed by 
the quiet Iyov, and then courageous and noble Yisro. It is possible, 
though, that we can defend Bilam and Iyov’s actions, and have a 
question on Yisro.

Let’s first take a look at Bilam. He was punished severely for his role 
in Pharaoh’s decree to drown the baby boys; but why was he blamed 
for doing his job as the king’s advisor? His job was to advise Pharaoh 
on matters that affected Mitzrayim and use his judgment to help keep 
Mitzrayim safe and secure. If the Yidden were actually a threat to the 
welfare of Mitzrayim, it was Bilam’s job to advise Pharaoh in how to 
deal with it efficiently. It wasn’t his place to take the Yidden’s inter-
ests into consideration. It would seem, then, that Bilam did exactly 
what he was supposed to do! He should have received a medal for 
being such a loyal and honest advisor to Pharaoh!

On top of that, Bilam was a prophet who knew full well how import-
ant and beloved the Yidden were to Hashem. He knew that we are 
the apple of Hashem’s Eye and that Hashem would severely punish 
anyone who dared to touch the Yidden. So the fact that Bilam knew 
this and still gave this advice to Pharaoh, seems to imply that he ful-
filled his job even more nobly! It makes our question of why he was 
punished even greater!

However, this is far from the truth. Because Bilam knew that the 
oppressors of the Yidden would ultimately be punished, the best 
advice he could have given Pharaoh is to stay away from them! He 
should have stated clearly and convincingly that it is dangerous for 
Pharaoh and Mitzrayim to start up with the Yidden because whoever 
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hurts them will be severely punished for their actions. That’s what 
would have truly been good for Mitzrayim. But Bilam gave the oppo-
site advice because he did not want to start up with Pharaoh! So he 
joined him! Thus, Bilam was punished for being dishonest about 
what he knew and giving Pharaoh bad advice.

Now let’s take a look at Iyov. Iyov was punished for keeping quiet 
and not advising Pharoah against the gezeirah. But in his defense, we 
can suggest that he didn’t want to advise Pharaoh against the Yidden 
because he was afraid to speak up against the tough king so he kept 
quiet.

There are two ways to understand the complaint against Iyov:

1. He should have spoken in favor of the Yidden and helped save them

2. He shouldn’t have kept quiet

If Iyov would have spoken, either words in favor of the Yidden or 
against, it would have at least been clear that he was fulfilling his job 
as an advisor to the king. But Iyov took the easy way out by not pick-
ing a side. This way, he could be on “everyone’s” side. When he was 
quiet, Pharaoh took that to mean that he was siding with Bilam. The 
vote was then two against one.

In addition, Iyov thought that when the Yidden would ask him what 
his statement had been, he would answer that he was quiet. He’d add 
words of assurance and make it sound like quiet was a way to pro-
tect them.

Now we can understand the greatness of Yisro. When studying Yis-
ro’s response to the dilemma he faced, we may have a few questions 
about the way he dealt with it: Why did Yisro go against Pharaoh’s 
wishes in such a deliberate and seemingly irresponsible way? The 
order of votes began with Bilam and then continued to Iyov. Yisro 
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saw that Bilam sided with Pharaoh and Iyov kept quiet, which insin-
uated that he was in agreement with them, making it “two against 
one.” It was clear to Yisro that there was nothing he could do at this 
point to sway the votes in favor of the Yidden. Additionally, Yisro 
knew full well what Pharoah’s wishes were—and what the conse-
quence would be if he dared to defy them. He knew it meant facing 
death or having to escape from Mitzrayim.

Perhaps Yisro should have made this mental calculation: If I speak up 
now, I’ll have to flee Mitzrayim, never to return, which would prevent 
me from helping the Yidden in the future. But, if I “agree” with Pha-
raoh’s plot to kill the baby boys, it would secure my place in Pharaoh’s 
inner circle of influence. From my position of power, I’d do my best 
to at least help the surviving daughters of Yisrael and their parents 
by working to ease their suffering as much as possible. I shouldn’t 
abandon the opportunity to assist the Yidden!

It seems that if Yisro would have thought about it “rationally”, he 
would have realized that his actions were actually a disadvantage to 
the Yidden. But that is not the case and Yisro made no such cheshbo-
nos. The Gemara says simply “Yisro baruch,” Yisro is blessed because 
he didn’t hesitate for a moment to debate whether he should be 
honest with Pharaoh or not. He knew what to do: tell Pharaoh clearly 
that hurting the Yidden is detrimental to Pharoah, Mitzrayim, and his 
army. If that meant Yisro would have to flee, so be it! None of these 
facts influenced his decision at all. As for the worry of what would 
happen with the Yidden, we see the promise in Megillas Esther that 
“revach v’hatzalah ya’amod laYehudim memakom acher”—salvation will 
come to the Yidden—-his job was to do what was right and take no 
part in Pharaoh’s evil decree.

This provides an outstanding lesson for every Yid in his person life 
and in his community affairs.
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Sometimes the Yetzer Harah approaches a Yid and convinces him to 
Chas Veshalom “sell” parts of the Torah. He convinces him to compro-
mise in what he believes, even if it’s just the smallest amount and 
only externally. The Yetzer Hara uses the “logical” argument that by 
selling parts of the Torah and agreeing with the demands of the amei 
haaretz that are against Hashem, it’ll be beneficial for the Yidden in 
the long run. There’ll be numerous ways he’d be able to help them as 
a result of this agreement!

When under these circumstances, a Yid has 3 choices: One is to learn 
from Bilam—Don’t fight, rather, use “logic” that corrupts the ulti-
mate Truth and fall for Pharaoh, who represents the Yetzer Hara. 
Another is to learn from Iyov: Don’t fight, instead remain neutral 
and silent—try to be on everybody’s side (This is worse!) The third, 
and right choice is to learn from Yisro: Stand up for what’s right 
without changing or selling the Truth of Torah or Mitzvos. A Yid must 
always take the side of the Torah! Calculated logic leads to corruption 
that causes tremendous destruction. A Yid must set aside his per-
sonal cheshbonos to serve Hashem in a way that’s higher than logic, 
with Emunah and Bitachon as his guide!

We know that in the time of Golus Mitzrayim, there were Yidden 
who unbelievably sided with Pharoah and had worked against the 
Yidden. When Hashem told Moshe not to be afraid because “meisu kol 
ho’anoshim,” Rashi explains that the “anoshim” is referring to Dasan 
and Aviram, who became poor and could no longer use their influ-
ence to be “malshin” on him to Pharaoh. But why was Moshe con-
cerned about Dasan and Aviram’s negative words to Pharaoh? Moshe 
was going on the shlichus of Hashem to deliver the 10 Makkos to Pha-
raoh. He was going to make a mockery out of Mitzrayim! He knew 
that Hashem would be with him every step of the way and Pharaoh 
would be unable to harm him.

Why were Dasan and Aviram such a threat to him?
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The answer is that Dasan and Aviram’s wealth made them influen-
tial leaders amongst the Yidden. As community leaders, they went to 
Pharaoh’s court, officially as representatives of their people’s’ needs. 
But, in reality, they were helping Pharaoh impose his decrees on the 
Yidden. They voted to be their taskmasters, and then went to the 
Yidden and “explained” why the terrible decrees were for their ben-
efit. As they felt that it was necessary for the new “policies” to be in 
effect, they argued that it was OK to have some Yidden killed now so 
that others will be saved in the future. Now, Moshe was coming to 
the Yidden with the message of Guela. He worried that these “lead-
ers” would be malshin on him to the Yidden and convince them not 
to listen to him. They would say things which would only benefit 
Pharoah (and themselves because they’d get to stay in positions of 
power). As a result, Hashem told me him that those who seek to harm 
you have died and you have nothing to worry about. Kein Yovdu Kol 
Reshoim, Hashem.

Yehi Ratzon that Hashem should free every Yid from the Rasha would 
seeks to destroy him. Hashem should give each and every Yid his 
Geula prati now and the Geula klali very soon with the coming of 
Moshiach Tzidkeinu!

A nissimdiker Shabbos, a nissimdiker Tomid,
nissimdik :-) nissimdiker :-) nissimdikerer :-)
Besuros tovos didan netzach :-)

Sholom Mordechai Halevi Ben Rivkah, Sheyichye
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PARSHAS SHEMINI / PESACH IN A PLACE 
CALLED PRISON

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Reb Pinchas, All
Date: 25 Nissan, 5773

B”H

Shabbos Parshas Shemini
Shabbos Mevorchim Chodesh Iyar - Roshei Teivos “Ani Hashem 
Rofecha”
Tyere R’ Pinchas; Askanim; and all my Family; sheyichyu,

Parshas Shemini helps share some of what Pesach was like, in a Place 
called Prison.

In the sedra of Shevii, after the Dinim of Kosher food, we learn about 
the Dinim of Tumah and Taharah with regards to food.

There need to be the following Three Conditions in order for food to 
become Tamei:

1) The food must be eaten specifically by a person.

2) The only way it can become Tamei is if it is prepared to acquire 
Tumah. This happens when it is mixed with any of the seven liquids, 
which include: water, milk, honey, oil, dew, wine or blood.

3) Foods, such as grains or items that grow, cannot receive Tumah, 
unless they have been uprooted from their lifesource. If they are con-
nected even by a small root, they cannot become Tamei.
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It is known that we can learn out a lesson from every Halacha, to 
apply to our Avodas Hashem.

The Halacha explains that the concept of Tumah is possible of occur-
ring from two ways: in a place where there is actual Kedusha; or where 
there is the possibility of Kedusha.

This is similar to what is mentioned in the Shulchan Aruch, with 
regards to waking up in the morning: A Yid needs to be careful to not 
touch anything prior to the washing of Negel Vasser, so as to wash 
away the Tumah which remains on the hands from sleep.

The Halacha continues to say: one does not have to be careful with 
what a Nachri touches, because the Ruach of Tumah has no desire to 
rest upon only a vessel of holiness. As aforementioned, Tumah rests 
only in places that have been vacated of Kedusha.

In the order of Creation, only a small and concentrated amount of 
life is designated for the part of Tumah called Kelipos Hatemei’os. 
Therefore, they push themselves to a place of Kedusha, from where 
they can receive an extra measure of life. This is done by pulling the 
Adam into Tumah, Chas Veshalom. However, in a place where there is 
no Kedusha, there is no extra desire from the side of Tumah to reside 
there. There is no greater measure of life there, which is what the 
Tumah seeks.

This explains the Tochen Penimi/inner reason for the first condition 
of food to become Tamei:

1) The food must be eaten specifically by an Adam:

The name Adam is given to the Yidden, which stands for “Atem 
Keruyim Adam.”

The Sheloh Hakadosh explains, A Yid is Adameh L’Eliyon, which means 
“He is like [the Kedusha] Above.”
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In in a broader sense of the word, eating refers to all the needs of an 
Adam. Food refers to those things that the Neshama needs, the part 
of a person which is Adameh L’Eliyon. These are the inyanim of Torah 
and Mitzvos.

Therefore, being that these are inyanim which are specifically food 
for the Adam, the forces of Tumah use a lot of effort to trick the Yid 
and to pull him down. This is in order so they will be able to receive a 
much greater and extra measure of life that comes from the Yid.

This is why it is possible for the Tumah to get into the food eaten by a 
person. However, when it comes to food that is not specifically for an 
Adam, then the food stays Tahor. These types of food are not tied to 
Kedusha, so there is no effort from the side of Tumah to enter.

In addition to this, there is the second condition:

2) The food must become mixed with water or one of the seven liq-
uids before it can receive Tumah.

Why does water add to Kedusha, thereby making it a place desired by 
Tumah to enter and receive additional life?

Water has 3 qualities of Kedusha:

1) Water flows from a high place to a low place. This is the inyan of 
Chesed and Hashpa’ah.

Chesed is when the one who is above lowers himself down to the 
other who is below him, in order to be Mashpia upon him.

2) The water that a person drinks distributes the food consumed to 
all parts of the body, which is the quality of Achdus.

3) The nature of water is to bring together that which is separated, 
and glue them as one; such as flour and water.



PARSHAS SHEMiNi / PESACH iN A PLACE CALLED PRiSON |   130

This is lesson for our Avodas Hashem:

When a Yid only “eats” Torah and Mitzvos, it is dry and only knowl-
edge kept for himself. However, when the Yid learns Torah and does 
Mitzvos and passes on his knowledge to another Yid, he has added 
the quality of water to his food. This increases the light of Kedusha 
that can be spread to reach another Yid, and causes a great amount 
of light and Kedusha in his Avodah.

This causes the Klipos Temei’os to attempt to latch themselves specif-
ically with food that has been made fit with water, since water natu-
rally flows from a high place to a low place. A Yid who has the quality 
of water will teach and help other Yidden, and bring them together as 
one, which represents the idea of Achdus.

This is why we have additional tools to protect the water and other 
liquids from being affected by Tumah, even more so than by food 
itself. For example, one has to make sure that a fruit which has been 
washed must be completely dried before consumption. However, by 
the food which has no contact with water, there is no greater mea-
sure of life found within; so therefore, the Klipah does not make an 
effort to reside there.

Nevertheless, a question may still arise:

Hashem places a Yid in a physical world, where he is surrounded by 
Klipos and the Sitra Achra. This physical world is a place where the 
Reshaim have strength. In addition, the Yid is told to work more on 
his Avodah and affect his surroundings. However, this causes the 
Klipah to work extra hard to cause him to make a mistake, in order 
to have an extra source of life. The Yid is working on his Avodah, to 
teach other Yidden and he does not need all this Tumah to attack him. 
How can he avoid it?
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Therefore, one must conclude that Hashem gave the Eitzah, by pro-
viding the third condition:

3) Foods, such as grains or items that grow, cannot receive Tumah, 
unless they have been uprooted from their lifesource. If they are con-
nected even by a small root, they cannot become Tamei.

A Yid who learns Torah and does Mitzvos in a way that his Avodas 
Hashem is connected to his Source Above, he is not Mekabel Tumah. 
Even if the connection is quite small, he is still not affected by the 
Klipos.

Conclusion:

All the inyanim in Avodas Hashem, including the food for the Adam 
Ha’Eliyon and the Nekudas HaYahadus of a Yid, cannot be touched by 
Tumah, Chas Veshalom. It is not real Tumah!

The Koach of Emunah and Mesiras Nefesh is always whole within every 
Yid. Therefore, one can see that even the lowest Yid or one who does 
Aveiros will end up being Moser Nefesh, al Kiddush Hashem. He will 
not succumb to the Tumah, such as bowing to Avodah Zarah, even 
when he has no belief in it at all.

This is what the Torah tells us: Our food for the Neshama needs to 
be connected with the place from where it grows, the Nekudas HaYa-
hadus. It is not enough that the Nekudas HaYahadus be complete by 
itself; rather, one must take the effort to ensure that his Emunah and 
Mesiras Nefesh permeate through all actions of his Avodas Hashem. It 
must be to the point that one can recognize in his action being down 
that it is stemming from the Penimius HaNeshama.

One can say that this is the meaning of the Mishna from Pirkei Avos, 
which states: Our Avodah needs to be like a tree whose branches are 
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few, but the roots are many, ensuring that the winds of the world 
cannot move it.

Kadosh means “separate.” Kedusha is separate and is higher than the 
lowly physical world. A prison also separates, yet it is lower than the 
lowly physical world.

When a Yid finds himself in the lowly place called prison, which is a 
homebase for Klipah, Tumah and Reshaim, all of his senses are vio-
lated daily with Tumah.

The Torah teaches the Derech of how to not be Mekabel Tumah, which 
is by eating the food specifically for an Adam, the Neshama; by doing 
Torah and Mitzvos. Furthermore, food which is connected with water 
unites Yidden together.

We are protected from Tumah when we stay connected to our roots 
and source, the Penimius HaNeshama. When we keep ourselves with 
the knowledge of Nosen HaTorah, and stay true to the Neshama’s 
desire to be one with Hashem, this enables that our senses do not get 
affected by Tumos, Chas Veshalom.

A Yid has no outside reminders in a place called prison! It must all 
come from the the internal Neshama to keep the life flowing, and to 
get the feel that the Yom Tov of Pesach is coming.

On the Sunday prior to Pesach, my family came to visit. We went over 
some of the Haggadah which should be said during the Seder. The 
meaning of Yachol M’Rosh Chodesh received a new understanding!

On Sunday night, it was the same as any other Sunday night, but 
that is only in the external sense. On an internal level, it was the 
night to search for all the Chametz that might be found in my tiny 
cell. The real light for the search comes from the Neshama, as we see 
from Ner Hashem Nishmas Adam.
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With the Ohr of our Neshama, we are able to search and find all the 
Chametz that has accumulated in the dark corners of ourselves.

We take it out to burn it away the following morning. On Monday 
morning, it was Erev Pesach. On the surface, it was like every other 
Monday in this place called prison. For the Yid, it is Erev Pesach. 
Baruch Hashem, we were able to burn the Chametz and continue on 
to our other preparations.

On Monday evening, at the same time as the announcement of the 
Ten-Minute Move, when hundreds of people stream out of the over-
loaded units, to go find some activity or fresh air; it was the time 
when the few Yidden went to the chapel to make the Seder.

It was incredible that even in a place of captivity and punishment, a 
Seder could still be made.

The meaning of Golus is felt when light and darkness get mixed 
together. Even in Golus, we thank Hashem for taking the Yidden out 
of Pharaoh and Mitzrayim, as free people. From then on, we would 
forever be known as Hashem’s Chosen Nation; forever free! We would 
become servants of Hashem, to serve Him with Simcha, and would 
never again be subjugated to any other person or nation.

The hardest part of the Seder was the inability to fulfill the Mitzvah of 
Vehigadeta Levincha in person.

Nowadays, we fulfill Mitzvos on a small scale in comparison to how it 
will be when Moshiach comes. On the Seder night, all four sons come 
to the table: Chacham, Rasha, Tam and She’eino Yodea Li’shol. We really 
strive to be like the Tam, the Yid who serves Hashem with Temimus - 
Tamim Tehiye im Hashem Elokecha.

When we learned together, it was to help get the feel of what was 
going to happen by the Seder.
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Yehi Ratzon that Hashem should give the Geula Proti that every Yid 
needs with the Geula Klali, with Moshiach now!

Didan Natzach,

Sholom Mordechai Halevi Ben Rivkah, Sheyichye
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AVOIDING INCARCERATION

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Family
Date: 1 Nissan, 5774

B”H

Dearest Kinderlach, sheyichyu

I’m imagining you busily preparing for Pesach, our Chag HaGeula, 
anticipating that most special time of the year, the Seder, when we 
break out of our old limitations and embrace the newness of freedom.

Do you wonder what kind of preparations a Yid can do while sitting 
in a place called Prison, a place of literal “Mitzrayim”—constriction 
and spiritual Tumah, where the coldness and darkness place seems 
impossible to penetrate? Every moment here is a constant reminder 
to the Yid of his personal bitter Golus … the high steel fences crowned 
with razor wire, tiny suffocating cells, overcrowded, deafening bar-
racks with their barred windows…and the countless restrictions 
intended to develop a Golus mentality.

In the bitter years of Soviet Russia, where Torah learning was a crime, 
a few Yidden gathered in a cold dark cellar to learn Torah with Mesiras 
Nefesh, by candlelight. One Yid came in after the others and quietly 
slid into an empty spot, whispering “Oh! It’s so very dark in here!” 
His friend whispered back, “Don’t worry, in a short while your eyes 
will get used to the darkness.”

The leader spoke up. “Golus is when we become used to the dark-
ness,” he said. “Our job is to bring in light that will push away the 
darkness and bring the geuloh!”
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As it was in Soviet Russia, so it is in a place called Prison. There are 
those who whisper, “Get used to the darkness. Be like one who is 
comatose—dead to the world-- and you won’t feel the pain! But 
the Yid is alive, he feels the pain deeply and it makes him cry out, 
“Gevald! Already five Pesach Sedarim alone behind the Iron Curtain!” 
And the darkness whispers back, “Nu, so if there were already five 
Pesach sedorim in darkness, does that not make a 6th Pesach Seder in 
darkness easier to get used to?”

The Yid says, “Chas v’sholom! Getting used to darkness is Golus—
and we’re celebrating Geula, freedom!” Since even a little light will 
push away a lot of darkness –the light is our Torah Ohr—I am pre-
paring for Hashem Yisbareich to give me a real Seder in freedom by 
learning Torah now with you kinderlach. As Chazal say, “Ain lecho ben 
chorin eloh mi she’osek baToroh,” the only truly free person is one who 
immerses himself in Torah.

May He grant us the happiness of being together this Pesach by the 
Seder as benai melochim, celebrating cheirus, and may He grant me 
what I yearn for so, to be mekayem the mitzvoh of vehigadetoh levin-
cho with my precious family.

Pesach teaches us so many things; Emunah and Bitachon, Mesiras 
Nefesh, chinuch, zman cheirus. Let’s begin with the part that is closest 
to our hearts: Zman Cheiruseinu. And let’s try to grasp the true mean-
ing of cheirus.

Chazal teach that the closeness of Purim to Pesach is not by chance. 
The two miraculous redemptions are closely connected. Hinting at 
this connection is the fact that Homon Horosho was hung on the 
second night of Pesach. Additionally, we find strong similarities 
between Mordechai Hayehudi and Yosef Hatzadik, who Chazal say pre-
pared the Yidden for their deliverance from Mitzrayim by teaching 



AvOiDiNG iNCARCERATiON |   137

them the code words, “Pakode yifkode,” Hashem will surely remember 
and redeem you.

Mordechai Hayehudi and Yosef Hatzadik were both mishneh lamelech 
to a powerful king. Both men were given extreme, life-threatening 
nisyonos and both were victorious, remaining strong and unwavering 
in their devotion to Hashem, not only in times of hardship but also in 
times of great wealth and power.

Just as we were zoche to nes Purim by following the leadership of Mor-
dechai Hayehudi, the fiercely proud ish Yehudi who refused to bow to 
anyone or anything not “Yehudish,” the same way we merited to save 
ourselves from Pharaoh and his wicked intentions by following the 
ways of Yosef Hatzadik.

How did Yosef behave? He remained true to himself and his upbring-
ing wherever he was. Even after being separated from his family and 
being taken captive and enslaved, even in the house of his Mitzri 
master, Yosef never compromised his beliefs. He never tried to curry 
favor with the higher ups. He was loyal to Hashem Yisbareich. Every-
one who knew Yosef, knew that Hashem ito, Hashem was with him.

Yosef also taught others to know the truth of Hashem. Whether in 
prison or standing before Pharaoh , he said, “bilodai, Elokim yaaneh 
es shlome Pharaoh .” It’s not me, don’t give me the credit, it’s Hashem 
Yisbareich.

On the first Pasuk that describes the beginning of Golus Mitzrayim, 
“Vayokom melech chodosh...asher lo yoda es Yosef,” Rashi explains that 
Pharaoh behaved as if he did not know Yosef. In order to deal so 
treacherously against Yosef’s people, Pharaoh needed to pretend to 
not know Yosef,” the benevolent ruler who had saved Mitzrayim.

He used the same strategy on the Yidden. The only way he could 
turn them into slaves was by engineering that they too would “not 
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know Yosef,” would forget his teachings and most of all, his power-
ful inspiring example of how to live as a Yid in the most degenerate 
sevivoh.

He did that by playing on their desire to be accepted as patriotic 
citizens of Mitzrayim, and to prove their loyalty to the Pharaoh , 
they tried to outdo even the Mitzrayim. Such a mindset, when a Yid 
devotes himself to winning approval from a non-Jewish ruler to the 
point of adopting foreign practices out of fear of displeasing him, is 
the beginning of enslavement.

So King Pharaoh put on a smile on his face, and spoke soft words 
[peh rach] to coax the Yidden into joining him in his vision of building 
up Mitzrayim, into thinking and behaving like a Mitzri. The Yidden 
needed to stop thinking like a “Yosef,” who knew Mitzrayim was not 
his country and was but a temporary sojourn and taught the Yidden 
to anticipate and yearn for redemption.

The Gemarah emphasizes that the soft deceptive approach of “b’per-
ach” was a trap---and the Yidden fell into it and became slaves that 
way. Perhaps the message for us is that these are the very same 
methods often used to enslave Yidden spiritually throughout history 
until our very own times. Chazal tell us how to counter this scheme: 
“In every generation we are obligated to see ourselves as going out 
of Mitzrayim!” In every age we have to reject the trap of pe rach—the 
seemingly benevolent smiles and intentions of people who seek to 
make Yidden “not know Yosef.”

From Purim we learn to be like Mordechai Hayehudi in his inner 
strength and determination to remain an ish Yehudi, never to bow 
to goyishkeit. From Pesach we learn to be as staunch as Yosef Hatza-
dik even in a place like Mitzrayim. Because these giants succeeded 
in their nisoyon, they gave us the strength to do the same, even in a 
place called Prison where it seems impossible.
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Amazingly, dear kinderlach, it IS possible with Hashem’s help to find 
the true meaning of Geula even in a place that is shrouded in ulti-
mate darkness and Tumah. That is because “we know Yosef,” who 
taught us the nevuah that Hashem remembers us Yidden and will take 
us Yidden out of Golus.

May Hashem help us serve Him without limitations and restrictions. 
And may He take each and every Yid out of their physical and spir-
itual Mitzrayim…May he free me prison to be together this Pesach 
with my family, and may the upcoming Zman Cheiruseinu bring to all 
of Klal Yisrael freedom from all tzoros and pain, with the coming of 
Moshiach Tzidkeinu, amen.

Love,

Tatty
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THE TIME OF OUR FREEDOM

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Family
Date: 2 Nissan, 5774

B”H

Bais Nissan,
Dear Kinderlach, sheyichyu,
Continued from where we Left off on Rosh Chodesh Nissan.

“Poschin Bivrocho” to all tayere Yidden, brothers and sisters, who are 
davening and adding in Tora and Maasim Tovim to be poiel a yeshuoh 
from Hashem Yisbareich for me and my family, sheyichyu. Yehi ratzon 
from Hashem Yisbareich- He should fulfill all your desires and needs 
in the fullest measure with his infinite Brachos! You should have 
bonai chayai and mezonei reveechai, betov hacireh vehaniglah, lematoh 
ma’asarah tefochim!

Freedom is one of the main points of Pesach, and is seen in its name 
“Zman Cheiruseinu”, -the time of our freedom.

The Torah is called “Toras Chaim”, which shows us the way of life and 
demands from every Yid to remember. This means to relive the free-
dom of “going out of Mitzrayim” in every day of our life. This applies 
to every generation. Whether in the times of the Bais Hamikdash, or 
in the darkest times of Golus R”L. This applies to every Yid, every day, 
even if he lived with “going out of Mitzrayim” yesterday, also “today” 
he must from anew go through the “going out of Mitzrayim”, and 
then again tomorrow!
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Because the meaning of “going out of Mitzrayim” is to “free himself 
from the interference and limitations which stand in his way, and 
don’t allow him to be who he needs to be, and to do what he needs 
to do;” Therefore, the “going out of Mitzrayim” of yesterday is not 
enough for his matzav and level he is on today. And the “going out of 
Mitzrayim” of today, will not be enough for tomorrow.

To truly be free depends on your essence of who you are! This is 
explained From Looking at the World Around us; In The World of 
“vegetation”, all that a plant needs to grow, is earth and air and the 
like. When these things are given to the plant in its full measure, the 
plant is “freed” from all Its worry. This is true, even though it cant 
move from its place, and it remains grounded and rooted in one place 
all the time; The plant has the full freedom of a “plant”. And as long 
as it’s not more than a plant, it is truly free. However, in the world 
of the “live animal”, even when a “live animal” will be supplied with 
all its needs of food and water etc., but will be forced to remain in 
one place, it will be the biggest limitation for the animal-a prison! 
The worst prison! Because by denying it movement the live animal 
is missing the main part of its essence, and its essence demands the 
freedom of “movement”, the ability move from one place to another. 
However, In the world of “people”, a person has the power of “seichel”- 
intelligence. Even if he will be given the full freedom of mobility to 
move about, if the person is locked out from a intelligence-life, then 
he finds himself in prison, in a prison where he is denied his main 
essence as a person. And the same applies, when a person locks him-
self out from reaching the highest levels of seichel, and limits his inel-
egance-life, to that of a small child. This is the toughest prison of his 
true self, even if its he himself who is limiting himself through wast-
ing his years and ability to understand with his seichel. Exchanging 
them for years of eating and drinking and the like, and higher than 
that- he does not go, then in many ways his self made prison is very 
bitter with hard consequences.
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By the nation of Yidden, each and every Yid has a Neshama, a “Nefesh 
Elokis”, and when it comes into the physical body, then the Neshama 
remains connected with Hakadosh Baruch Hu, the Yid is connected 
with Infinite that has no end. For the Yid then, his true freedom- in 
“going out of Mitzrayim” of limitations, is a constant one that has 
no end! When the Yid knows his essence, he knows he is not able to 
remain in one place and be free, he needs to grow every day in Torah 
and Mitzvos, which brings him closer to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. The Yid 
feels deep in himself how yesterdays level was “Mitzrayim” a limita-
tion, from which he needs to go out of!

Kinderlach, we are now able to understand the Maamar Chaza’l -”Ain 
lecho ben choirin eloh mi sheoisek batorah” -there is no freedom, only 
the one who learns Torah. Because for us Yidden, true freedom and 
happiness will only be real, when we are who we are supposed to 
be, and when we do what we are supposed to do. This is when we 
address the needs of our neshama, our true essence of life, who we 
are- through learning Torah and doing Mitzvos. These free us from all 
limitations, through being connected with Hakadosh Baruch Hu, who 
has no limit. And when we serve Hakadosh Baruch Hu without limita-
tions, Hakadosh Baruch Hu will take each and every Yid out our phys-
ical Mitzrayim; out of a place called prison to be together this Pesach. 
Hashem Yisbareich should help that the coming zman Cheiruseinu 
should bring to each and every Yid the freedom from all problems, 
physical and spiritual, and we should grow with simcha higher and 
higher to the time of our freedom now in fullest measure with the 
true Geula Shleimah with Moshiach Tzidkeinu, bimhairoh beyomainu!

A Koshere Un A Freilichen Pesach, Podoh Besholom Nafshi, Didan Not-
zach Besuros Tovos,

Tatty
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UZIEL’S BIRTHDAY VISIT AND PARSHAS ACHA-
REI-MOS

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Reb Pinchas, All
Date: 10 Nissan, 5774

B”H

Erev Shabbos-Yud Alef Nissan-Yom Huledes of Our Rebbe, Shabbos 
Parshas Acharei-Mois,
Shabbos Hagadol.
Tyere Reb Pinchas, Askanim, and My Family, sheyichyu,
Sholom Uvrocho!

Surely everyone is busy preparing for Pesach, and has little time to 
read or write, but to share a few words on this Shabbos Parshas Acha-
rei Mois, and Shabbos Hagadol, and erev Shabbos of Yud Alef Nissan, 
the Yom Huledes of our Rebbe, and to share a story with the Rebbe.

Monday was Zayin Nissan and Baruch Hashem, its the Yoim Hoiledes 
of our son Uziel, Sheyichye. Hashem Yisbareich should bless him with 
all his Brachos in gashmius and ruchnius,

and to be a chaya”l, which has the roshei teivos of: Chassid, Yorai sho-
mayim, Lamden. So on his Yom Huledes, he came to visit his father in 
a place called prison to share his Yom Huledes with him.

He told how, Baruch Hashem, he really enjoyed the farbrengen that 
was made for him on Sunday,

together with his friends from Yeshivah, which he was very excited 
about, and then we started talking about a project he had in his 
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yeshivah, for each child to share a personal story of a family member 
with the Rebbe.

So, being that his name is Uziel, I decided to share with him a story 
I heard from my Zaide Uziel a number of times. Zaide Uziel’s Yom 
Huledes was Erev Pesach, Yud Daled Nissan. Also, he was born the 
same year as the Rebbe, which means his age, in years, is a few days 
apart from the Rebbe’s. So even though every year when he was 
allowed to have a Yechidus with the Rebbe in honor of Yom Huledes, 
he would delay it for a later time, because as he said, he felt it was 
not appropriate to come in Yechidus for his Yom Huledes, being that 
it was in the same time of the Rebbe’s Yom Huledes. Although Zaide, 
never spelled this out, I took it that as a Chassid, he felt there was no 
comparison on any level and having Yechidus in the same time would 
give some inference of comparison.

So now I first need to tell you some history:

Zaide Uziel was a shochet, and he had the zechus that the Rebbe 
Rayatz would eat from his shechita. When he first came to America, 
he had a very big Nisayon. He could not find a job. Many months went 
by and he was not bringing in any money from a job. When finally 
he received a position in a slaughter house in Philly, he accepted. 
Even though that meant he would have to be away for a few weeks 
at a time. Bubbe Hinda also agreed, because at least he had found 
employment.

Suddenly one day, to her surprise, Zaide Uziel came home much ear-
lier than usual. Bubbe Hinda asked him “what happened?” Zaide 
answered that he was shechting the cows and checking the lungs, 
and what was kosher he marked kosher and what was not kosher he 
marked not kosher. But after a few days the owner called him into his 
office and said, “R’ Uziel, I see that you are making many animals not 
kosher!” Zaide Uziel answered with temimius, “It depends on the cow, 
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what is kosher is kosher and what is not is not.” But the boss called 
him in again and said “You are making too many non kosher cows, 
this was not done by the other Shoichet and you will need to make 
more animals kosher!”

When Zaide heard this, he was shocked, but by then he understood 
what the owner was demanding him to do. And he left the job he 
waited so long for. And that is why he came back earlier than Bubbe 
Hinda had expected. And Zaide said proudly, “I am not selling my 
Neshama!”

I remember the smile of pride on his face when he said that, which 
was followed with a satisfied laugh, remembering how he won over 
this Nisayon! Baruch Hashem he found work and shechted cows in 
New Jersey. Once a week he would shecht chickens in a live chicken 
market for the customers who came and wanted a shoichet. Zaide 
would bring back four or five chickens which Bubbe Hinda soaked 
and salted. This was a real good education for me, as I lived with 
them for a while!

Now, back to the part with the Yechidus:

Years went by. Zaide was becoming older, and he wanted to retire 
from work. He wrote to the Rebbe if he should or not, the Rebbe 
would not agree. So, one year, when he was in a Yechidus, Zaide Uziel 
explained that he wanted to retire. The Rebbe smiled to him and said 
it was not a appropriate thing to do. The Rebbe then added: “You 
know we are of the same age, born in the same year, a few days apart. 
I don’t retire from, but continue to work every day, so you should 
do the same.” Of course Zaide continued to go to work the few days 
a week, and he told me this was a big brocha for him. He was very 
happy that he listened to the Rebbe’s advice.
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Also, one funny thing that happened was, when I told our son Uziel 
that Zaide shechted in a “live chicken market,” growing up in the 
electronic generation, for a moment he mistook “live” to mean as 
in something like a “live” news report. A little confused, he won-
dered why the place Zaide worked in was always having a “live” news 
report!?

Realizing this, I needed to explain to him the meaning of life! How 
in the olden days, they had a market where there was chickens that 
were alive, and people bought them and then shechted them there! 
Then it occurred to me how it’s possible for the word “live”, which 
should mean a life, could take on such a “lifeless” definition as a 
“live newscast”. How, with all the electronics used today, the life of a 
person is brought down to a lifeless meaning. This is a good story to 
share with you today, because the Rebbe explained many many times 
how a person is born to toil -”odom leomol yulad”. To accomplish in 
the world and make the world a place for Hashem Yisbareich! Which 
is why, there is no punishment in the Torah like a place called prison. 
The punishment that Toras Chesed does is to correct the person and 
then allow him to continue to live. To fulfill a person’s mission in life. 
For the very purpose he lives for, is to work. This is why the cruelest 
form of punishment is a place called prison, since it takes away the 
very essence of what a person is, which causes him the most damage 
and pain. It goes against his very life!

This brings me to the part of our Parsha, the very last Pasuk “Ushmar-
tem Es Mishmarti Levilti Asois....”-and you should guard my Mitzvos”. 
The Gemara says this means- make a “Shmirah”. A guard for Hashem’s 
Mitzvos. This Pasuk is the foundation to the “gedarim”- fences, and 
“siyogim” of the Rabonim, as well as to the guards and fences every 
Yid must make for himself. Even for the things permitted to be done. 
In order that he will not fall into doing a Aveirah, Chas Veshalom, 
and it says in Sifrai Mussor- a Yid must be careful in 100 gates that 
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are permitted, in order that he will not fall into one gate of “Issur” 
which is forbidden! In this time of “Cheiruseinu”, we need to think 
and understand the very fences we make, do not inhibit us, or limit 
our freedom, because it’s just the opposite! To live is to be connected 
with life- which is Hashem Yisbareich,to be free from all limitations is 
to be connected with Hashem Yisbareich, who has no limitations! So, 
when we make fences that protect us from becoming, Chas Veshalom, 
cut off from life and freedom that fence we make for ourselves is real 
freedom! And I can see this in the darkness of a place called prison. 
Davka when the Yid lives with all the Chumrois and Gedorim that 
make him a Yid that is connected with Hashem Yisbareich, davka then 
he is free in a place called prison. And Hashem Yisbareich will grant 
him his freedom in this time of freedom, to be free from prison and 
return to his family, friends, and all Yidden. We are one. And may we 
merit to see the nes of “Lemakeh Miztrayim Bivchoiraihem, Kee Leoilom 
Chasdo”, today! And we will all sing Hallel - “Halelukoh Halelu Avdai 
Hashem....”, together in freedom we sing thank you to Hashem Yisba-
reich for all your miracles and wonders- “Btzais Yisroel MeMitzrayim” 
when we go out of Mitzrayim, we are freed from our personal Mitz-
rayim and Golus Mitzrayim. Yehi Ratzon from Hashem to give each and 
every Yid his and her Geula in this Chodesh of Geula with our Geula 
Sheleima now, with Moshiach Tzidkeinu!

A Guten Un Frailichen Shabbos, Un Choidesh, Un Tomid. A Koshere Un 
Frailichen Yom Tov Pesach. Podoh Besholom Nafshi . Didan Notzach 
Besurois Toivois.

Sholom Mordechai Halevi Ben Rivkah, Sheyichye
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LEARNING FROM BEDIKAS CHOMETZ IN CELL 
217

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Reb Pinchas, All
Date: 25 Nissan, 5774

B”H

Shabbos Parshas Kedoshim
Shabbos Mevorchim Chodesh “Iyar” - ‘Ani Hashem Rofecha’
Tyere Reb Pinchas, Askanim, and My Whole Family, sheyichyu,

Chazal tell us “Poischin Bivrocho”. “Hoidu L’Hashem Ki Toiv Ki L’oilom 
Chasdoi”. And Mazal tov Mazel Tov. To our dear children, Yaakov 
and Rozah Hinda, sheyichyu, for the birth of their daughter :) They 
should be zoche to have Yiddishe and Chassidishe Nachas from her and 
all their children. She should “Yikonais letoiroh ulchupoh ulmaasim 
toivim,” with simcha and all the Brachos Hashem Yisbareich will surely 
give them in Gashmius and Ruchnius in a revealed good way ‘lematoh 
m’asoroh tefochim’.

Baruch Hashem we continue to live with Pesach. With “lail shem-
urim” and in a way of “dilug”- passing over all limitations in serving 
Hashem Yisbareich. We have the “rechush godol” that we were given 
as we went out of Mitzrayim in the first days, and then receiving even 
greater wealth from the nissim of Kriyas Yam Suf, including revealing 
the infinite Koach we have from the “yechidah” of our Neshama. As 
it’s revealed on Acharon Shel Pesach, giving us the Koach to continue 
feeling the Cheirus we felt on Pesach, And to overcome the darkness 
of the world we enter into after Yom Tov. Today is Chof Daled Nissan. 
Yesterday was Isru Chag, and it’s already the second day after Pesach. 
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Baruch Hashem we are given the bracha of a new baby straight from 
Yom Tov Pesach. Our Bitachon is even stronger that we will be given 
the bracha of “Cheirus”- freedom. We ask from Hashem Yisbareich to 
have not only the feeling of “Cheirus”, we felt as the days of Pesach 
continued, but it will be actualized “B’gashmius B’pashtus”, Lematoh 
M’soroh Tefochim!

You may wonder, “how does a Yid live with “Pesach”, and “dilug”, and 
freedom in a place called prison?” Giving over a “Pesach experience” 
of a place called prison in word, indeed, would be very limited and 
“confined”. Therefore, I was really hoping to hear from you all, that 
you would share with me something about your personal “Pesach 
experience”, or, “with what did you live with on Pesach?” Because 
from a place called freedom, there would be more freedom of “Zman 
Cheiruseinu” to share with me. So to, encourage you to share with 
me some of your “Pesach experience”, let me share with you some 
of mine. Please do not worry about telling me about “a “amazing” 
Pesach” you lived with from a place called freedom. Because please be 
assured that what you will share with me, will only bring only light, 
warmth, and simcha into a very dark and cold place.

Here is some of what I lived with on Pesach: Chametz in cell number 
217 “Oir learbo’oh ossor boidkin es haChametz” we know that, before 
we are able to experience the freedom of Pesach, we must first get rid 
of all our Chametz. So we must search and find any Chametz that may 
be hiding, and still in our possession.

“Physically” the Mitzvah is to search the place the person lives in, 
where Chametz may be. “Spiritually” the Mitzvah hints to the need to 
search in all the parts of our heart, the place of the persons “Middos” 
needs to searched. This must be done in order to remove any “Cha-
metzdige” Middah or part of a Middah we have. To rid ourselves com-
pletely from the “Chametz” i.e. the Yetzer Hara and his bad Middos. 
So, the night before the 14th of Nissan, the preparation for Bedikas 
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Chametz was in front of cell number 217,preparing the 10 pieces of 
bread, and trying to concentrate on the Mitzvah. Not a easy task, 
being drowned with the loud noise of Chametz that constantly satu-
rates the whole barrack. Thinking “how ironic it will be to be search-
ing for the small peices of Chametz “crumbs” in a cell, when the whole 
place is one big piece of Chametz!”. And it’s the Yehi Ratzon we say by 
the burning of the Chametz, that gives the assurance, that Hashem 
will get rid of all the big Chametz as we destroy the small pieces of 
Chametz by Bedikas Chametz as we say “...so too, Hashem will remove 
and destroy all klipos and wickedness from the earth...”

Preparing for the Bedikas Chametz brought memories of doing the 
Mitzvah at home. The Kinderlach excitedly placed the ten pieces in 
various rooms, not allowing me to look, and after the Bracha, they 
excitedly watched their Tatty search for the Chametz they hid! Every 
piece that was found was met with a good laugh, enjoying the Mitz-
vah, and they counted the pieces that were found. And if some Cha-
metz was found in some crack, they would rush to bring a vacuum 
cleaner to take it out, and when we finished, we all felt ready for 
Pesach. But in a place called prison, the 10 pieces needed to placed by 
me in various spots of the tiny one cell. And there is not much space 
for it between the four cement walls. It’s only one tiny space, with 
one small barred window, two steel shelves named as “beds”, one 
shelf named as a “desk”, two lockers, one sink and one toilet. These 
things are all crammed into a few square feet! So the ten pieces were 
very close to each other. And this is a story that came to mind: It 
was on the 13th day of Nissan that the Alter Rebbe came back home 
from Mezritch. The Alter Rebbe immediately began his preparation 
for “Bedikas Chametz” in the one room he lived in.

He was determined to perform the Mitzvah with all the lofty 
“Kavonos”-thoughts-
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He learned from his great teacher- the Maggid of Mezritch. Even 
though the the Alter Rebbe had not eaten Chametz all day, his “Bedi-
kas Chametz” took all night! Even though he only had Bedikas Cha-
metz in one room to do! After Bedikas Chametz, he said a Torah, explain-
ing the meaning of the 13th (the day he arrived and prepared) and 
how the “14th” day hints to the Middos of a person, (the 7 Middos of 
the Nefesh Habehamis and the 7 Middos of the Nefesh Elokis).

Its for the 14th, that the the Yid need to search his Middos, taking 
our all Chametz of the Yetzer Hara, using the “oir haner” -the light of 
the “ner”, and the Neshama is called a “ner”. Because with the light of 
his Neshama the Yid is able to remove and destroy all the Chametz of 
the “Yetzer Hara” that may have attached to his Middos. This story 
of course, is Bedikas Chametza story of the Bedikas Chametz of a great 
holy Tzadik, obviously on a level of Kedusha above and beyond our 
reach. Yet, from the very fact the we are told of this story, that alone 
proves that we are to take a lesson from it in our life!

To understand the lesson, we need to share a story of the Rebbe 
Rayatz. The Rebbe Rayatz languished for many weeks in the Soviet 
prison. Baruch Hashem, with big nissim, he was freed. And later wrote 
in great detail of what he lived through. The Rebbe Rayatz writes the 
daily schedule of a prisoner. How a prisoner was not allowed to have 
a watch, denying him the basic need to know the time of day. Of 
course this is designed to drive in hard the message to the prisoner 
that he is no longer a free person for himself, that he is now under 
their power, so much so, that even for the basic need of knowing the 
time, he is not able to do himself, and is dependant on the guard! 
(the same thing is practiced in jails in this country.) But, a prisoner 
could know the time of day it was, if he watched the daily schedule of 
the guards. For example, the morning when they brought some hot 
water, the prisoner could know it was 6 o’clock, etc.
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At this point of his writing his story, the Rebbe Rayatz seems to go 
into another topic! He brings the Midrash “how did Moshe Rabbeinu 
know that time when he was on Har Sinai?” The Midrash explains; 
he knew the difference between day and night, depending of what 
praise the Malachim said to HaKadosh Baruch Hu then. Depending if 
the Malachim said “Kadosh” or they said “Baruch,” Moshe Rabbeinu 
knew whether it was day or night on earth! So, we need to under-
stand why does the Rebbe Rayatz bring this in the flow if describ-
ing the jail; The Midrash is about Moshe Rabbeinu as he is on “Har 
Sinai” and in the company of Malachim, which is “totally” the oppo-
site “matzav” the Rebbe Rayatz was in!

Moshe Rabbeinu was in a place that was the highest of high, while 
the Rebbe Rayatz was placed in a place that was the lowest place on 
earth! So the question is asked; why does does the Rebbe Rayatz 
bring this Midrash as part of his description of the predicament of 
not knowing time in captivity? How does this lofty Midrash bring 
light to his “matzav?”

The answer given:

The Rebbe Rayatz is teaching us a life lesson here, a lesson we are able 
to use!

By placing this Midrash in middle of the prison story, he is teaching 
how a Yid, who Rachmana Litzlan finds himself in the lowest depths 
on earth, a place called prison, is able to raise himself above those 
depths of the pit that tries to suffocate him. And the way is davka by 
not focusing on their message, rather by finding a similarity of his 
situation in the highest levels of Kedusha, and by seeing his situation 
in the light of Kedusha, the Yid is able to take the life of Kedusha to 
replace the death of the pit of klipah!
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The Rebbe Rayatz is teaching a valuable lesson for any situation of 
darkness, the way to overcome the degradation of the “nothingness 
of a place called prison” and darkness. Even a darkness designed to 
degrade the person to the point of feeling so worthless, that he does 
not even know the time of day and is beholden to someone else even 
for that!

The way to overcome this, is davka by seeing its meaning as it’s in the 
highest level of Kedusha!

The watch is taken away! Then find the inyan of not knowing time as 
its in kedusha and live with it,

this was when Moshe Rabbeinu was on Har Sinai, in shomayim, and 
needed to know the time it was on earth, he was able to know the 
time of day was by listening to the song of the Malachim!

By seeing the time in its spiritual roots and beginning Moshe Rabbe-
inu knew what that meant on earth,

and in this way the Yid is able to raise himself above all the limita-
tions he is being subjected to!

This could be the lesson with the story with the Alter Rebbe’s Bedi-
kas Chametz:

He made Bedikas Chametz that night, even though it was also only 
one room, and it took all night!

Later, he explained what Bedikas Chametz means in Avodas Hashem.

Even though Bedikas Chametz in cell 217 did not take all night, and 
even though the kavonos were that of a child, simple to fulfill the will 
of Hashem Yisbareich, davka this is when cell 217 disappears, davka 
this is the way the noise of Tumah and Chametz ceases to be heard, 
and the limitations of a place called prison seems to be gone, as the 
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Yid is able to raise himself above the place by connecting to Hashem 
Yisbareich, with the higher meaning of the Mitzvah where space is no 
limitations to Bedikas Chametz and biur Chametz the Yid does, causes 
that Hashem will destroy all of the Yid’s enemies so they cease to 
exist anymore!

In simple words:

During the time when a Yid is given a nisayon, it all seems to be dark, 
the way to overcome to the darkness, is not by arguing with the dark-
ness on its terms and insanity to attempt to win over the darkness 
using the logic and terms of darkness! Rather the Yid needs to raise 
himself to the Kedusha and light above, to illuminate the darkness 
that surrounds with the light Hashem gives us in his Torah, so that 
the Yid approaches the world, in the way that Hashem illuminates it 
through Torah Ohr, davka that is the way he will rise above his nisayon 
and turn it into the word nes! :)

The next morning we met at the chapel, and then proceeded to the 
spot we are able to burn the Chametz, and this year a larger group of 
Yidden came and joined in burning the Chametz.

Part of my preparation of Bedikas Chametz was to explain to the 
Yidden in the barrack that they need to gather the Chametz in their 
locker and place it aside, and not to eat any of that food for all the 
8 days of Pesach, and baruch Hashem they went to their lockers and 
placed all their Chametz aside, and they also had sold the Chametz, so 
they later joined to burn the Chametz.

There is really much much more to share with you about the Sedarim 
and some geshmake things said,

and Hashgacha Protis that happened, and also a dvar Torah on the 
parsha, which shows the Yid is not limited in teva, so be’ezras Hashem 
will continue in a 2nd email :)



LEARNiNG FROM BEDiKAS CHOMETZ iN CELL 217 |   155

Yehi Ratzon from Hashem Yisbareich to give every Yid his and her 
Geula Proti with our Geula Klali now with Moshiach Tzidkeinu:)

A guten un a frailchen Shabbos un choidesh un tomid :)
Podoh besholom nafshi :)
Didan notzach besuros tovos :)

Sholom Mordechai Halevi Ben Rivkah, Sheyichye
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PARSHAS KEDOSHIM: WHEN IT’S NOT HEALTHY 
TO BE NATURAL

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Family
Date: 25 Nissan, 5774

B”H

Shabbos Parshas Kedoshim
Shabbos Mevorchim Chodesh Iyar - Ani Hashem Rofecha
Dear Kinderlach, Sheyichyu,

This week’s Parsha is “Kedoshim” where we learn many Mitzvos. The 
first three Mitzvos in the beginning of the Parsha are:

1: “Kedoshim Tihiyou” - You need to be Kadosh.

2: “Ish Imo V’Aviv Tira-u” - A person must fear his mother and father.

3: “Es Shabsosai Tishmoru” - You must keep My Shabbos.

We know that in Torah everything is extremely precise; even the 
order is with precise reasoning.

Therefore, there is a reason these 3 Mitzvos are brought together, 
teaching their interconnectivity.

The first Mitzvah is “Kedoshim Tihiyou” You must be Kedoshim (trans-
lated as Holy).

What is the meaning of “Kedusha”? (Kedusha - ‘Holy’: What does it 
mean to be ‘Holy’?)
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Here, “Kedusha” Means “Havdalah” - separation. As we learned in the 
end of “Acharai,” the last Sedra,

“Vehiyisem Lee Kedoshim...V’ahvdil Eschem”: And you will be 
“Kedoshim” - Holy to me...and I will Separate you from the nations. 
Yidden need to be separate from the nations of the world, as it says 
“Veniflinu Ani V’Amcho Mekol HaAm Asher Al Pnai HaAdamah”

The need for separation is needed exclusively for those things that 
are externally similar to each other.

Similarly, this command of “being Kedoshim”; separated from other 
nations, cannot be referring to doing Torah and Mitzvos, as the 
nations of the world have no connection to Torah and Mitzvos!

Therefore, “Kedoshim Tihiyou” - the Torah commands the Yid to be 
separated from other nations in those worldly matters that the Yid 
as well as a non-Jew have permission to interact with, such as eating 
and drinking, business etc.

How is it possible for the Yid to be involved in the darkness of the 
world, specifically in a time of Golus and still maintain their “Kedu-
sha”? The Pasuk says “Kee Kadosh Ani!”

Wherever Yidden find themselves, they are connected with Hashem 
Yisbareich, through “Atah Kadosh,” instilling the need to be a “Goy 
Kadosh”.

The Tachlis of the Yid is that not only he remain Kadosh, but that he 
needs to be Mechanech educate his children and his household to be 
Kadosh. This is referenced in the second Mitzvah of the Parsha: “Ish 
Imo V’Aviv Tira-u” which hints to the Mitzvah of Chinuch, as the first 
Mechanchim of a person are their mother and father, who give over 
the feeling to the Yiddishe child that he is different than the whole 
world, and that the child is a part of a “Goy Kadosh” a Holy Nation.



PARSHAS KEDOSHiM: WHEN iT’S NOT HEALTHY TO BE NATuRAL |   158

The mother and father are able to educate and transmit the pride of 
“Goy Kadosh” through the Mitzvah of “Es Shabsosai Tishmoru”. Shab-
bos is a sign between Hashem and the Yidden! Shabbos stands as a wit-
ness that Hashem is the Creator of the world and constantly controls 
is. Thereby, Shabbos shows on the Emunah in the newness and cre-
ation of the world, and strengthens the Emunah that Hashem is it’s 
sole Creator, and constantly controls it!

It is with this belief that the Yid is separate from all other nations 
of the world! The Nations say that the creator left over the world 
into the hands of the stars and constellations. Yidden are connected 
through their Emunah with Hashem - that is higher than Teva! This is 
the Chidush of Shabbos over the 6 days of creation, where the name 
of Elokim which is the Gematria (numerical value) of HaTevah - The 
Nature, is mentioned 32 times.

“Shabbos L’Havayah” stands for “Hayah Hoveh Veyihiyeh K’Echod”, 
meaning higher than nature! Shabbos was given specifically to Yidden, 
and not to the Nations of the World. The Nations of the world are 
connected with the “Nature” that is from the name “Elokim”, with no 
connection to Shabbos, which is “Shabbos L’Havayah”.

“Shabbos L’Havayah” is the second hint of Shabbos - Going out of Mitz-
rayim; going out of all limitations and borders of Tevah. On this, the 
Pasuk says: “Es Shabsosai Tishmoru” - Watch the sign and connec-
tion between Yidden and Hashem that is higher than nature. Through 
strengthening the Yid’s Emunah, which is not under nature, Yidden 
are watched with Hashgacha Protis (Divine Providence) from Hashem 
Himself!

Pharaoh, the King of Limitations, convinced The Yidden to go under 
his rule of nature, which is what Avdus (servitude) means! They 
thought of all “natural” reasons to work with Pharaoh and concluded 
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it was a good idea. But, this is where “Natural is not healthy of the 
Yid!”

Shevet Levi did not listen to Pharaoh! They remained to serve Hashem 
as before, and saved themselves from becoming slaves!

This affects them and their children the “Kedoshim Tihiyou”. Even in 
the Gashmiyus (physical things) there will be Kedusha, because we 
have the strong Emunah that the physical of the Yid is also connected 
with “Kadosh Ani”

We need to continue with another email since they are about to lock 
in the kindergarten!

A Guten un Freilechin Shabbos un Chodesh, un Tomid!
Padah B’Sholom Nafshi!
Didan Natzach! Besuros Tovos!

Sholom Mordechai Halevi Ben Rivkah, Sheyichye
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FREEDOM DEFINED

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Reb Pinchas, All
Date: 6 Nissan, 5775

B”H

Shabbos Parshas Tzav
Shabbos Hagadol
Shabbos Before Yud Alef Nissan
Dear Reb Pinchas, Askanim and Family, sheyichyu, :)
Shalom Uvracha! :)

Baruch Hashem and Yasher Koach to the Chaplain Rabbi Richter, 
who made a program for Avraham Fried and all the volunteers to 
come into the place called prison last Yom Revi’i, to bring the Purim 
Simcha into the Month of Adar and into the whole Year. Of course, 
the Yidden were very happy with the Simcha and music they brought. 
Baruch Hashem we danced and danced and danced some more, and 
we Davened Mincha and Maariv with a Minyan. :)

We now need to connect the Geula of Purim with the Geula of Nissan, 
with Simcha and Gratitude to Hashem Yisbareich for all his infinite 
Chesed and wonders, and nissim Bayomim Haheim Bazman Hazeh.

This week, Parshas Tzav and Shabbos Hagadol, is the Shabbos before 
Yud Alef Nissan and Pesach. We are preparing for Pesach by learning 
the Halachos for Pesach and the Haggadah, and helping Yidden for 
Pesach. I want to share some inyanim that I heard and learned from 
my father’s Pesach table, and from the Haggadah we used. :)

We learn many lessons from Pesach and Yetzias Mitzrayim, including:
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Alef = Emunah: Pesach - To jump over - We are able to jump over in 
one moment from the “Bitter Golus” into the “Bright Geula”. :) The 
Yid has the kochos and is able to change himself from one extreme to 
the other in a short time! :)

Bais = Bitachon: - Following Hashem into the desert - The abso-
lute Bitachon in Hashem’s Hashgacha over everything in our life, to 
live our life according to Hashem’s Mitzvos, no consideration to what 
people or nature will say.

Gimmel = Geula: We thank Hashem For our “Geula” and “cheirus” - 
Redemption and Freedom - in all types of “cheirus”.

“Cheirus” from enslavement! cheirus from “yesurim!”

“Cheirus” from physical enslavement and yesurim and from spiritual 
enslavement and yesurim!

Free from worry and limitations that confuse and stop the Yid from 
doing was he needs to do!

Daled = Didan Notzach: The Korban Pesach is a Mitzvah that is given 
to Klal Yisrael as one Eidah, but the Mitzvah was that every house 
must have their own Korban Pesach that they ate together! With this, 
the Torah is teaching us the way to accomplish things, even when its 
to accomplish for the Klal, and even when it’s about the Geula of the 
Klal.

First one must concentrate on his own family and children, and those 
who are close to him!

We also must pay attention the details of our daily lives, to make the 
small Hachlatos/Kabolos Tovos, which ultimately will bring the Geula 
for the Yachid, and the Geula for the Klal.

Hei = Hashem Hoshia, Hamelech Ya’aneinu Byom Koreinu:
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Pesach is called “Chag HaMatzos” - The Yom Tov of Matzos

Pesach is also called “Zman Cheiruseinu” - The Time of Our Freedom

The same way we look to the Torah to know the definition of “Matzos”, 
we look to the Torah to know the definition of “Freedom.” Because 
“Freedom” is a word which is defined in different and unusual ways, 
Pesach comes and reminds us and teaches us the true definition, 
what true “Freedom” means.

Freedom for all three parts of the person!

For the person to be truly free, he needs to free the 3 parts that make 
up the person’s life;

Alef: The part of his Neshama.

Bais: The part of his body.

Gimmel: The part of the world around him.

Therefore, there needs to be a total and complete freedom for all 3 
parts of the person, which means that in every one of these parts, 
the Yid needs to be truly free!

We are able to Learn this from “Golus Mitzrayim”, which was the com-
plete enslavement of all 3 parts of the person’s life, and we are able 
to learn this from “Yetzias Mitzrayim,” which was the complete free-
dom in all 3 parts.

3 in Golus

1. The Yidden were in a “Ruchnius Duker”- Spiritual enslavement in 
a land of Tumah and depraved morality, which is why Mitzrayim is 
called “Ervas Ha’aretz”.
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2. The Yidden suffered the worst “physical” enslavement of their 
bodies, forced to do hard physical work.

3. The Mitzriyim stole in the fullest way the Yidden’s part in this 
world, the part to which every person has the right have in general, 
and to the Yidden in particular.

3 in Geula

Yetzias Mitzrayim, going out of Miztrayim, the redemption and free-
dom for the Yidden, came in all three parts also, and their freedom 
came in the most complete and full measure.

1. First came the redemption of the “Neshama”, as it says “Mishchu 
U’kchu Lachem Tzon” - Draw and take for you a sheep - The Yidden 
needed to take a sheep, which was the idol of Mitzrayim, and bring 
it for the Korban Pesach. This meant that not only did the Yidden not 
serve the Idol of Mitzrayim in private, rather, they openly and pub-
licly showed its nothingness! The Neshama expressed itself freely!

2. Then came their total and complete freedom from their body’s 
enslavement!

The Yidden went out of Mitzrayim B’yad Ramah, with a raised head, 
with song and Parade.

3. The Yidden’s part of this world was also freed to the Yidden who 
went out with great wealth. :)

The person needs to free all 3 for his Geula Proti!

In order for the person’s freedom needs to be complete, freedom 
needs to be in all 3 parts that are enslaved/limited, because if only 
one part of the person is freed, leaving one or two of the 3 to remain 
enslaved, the person will not have true freedom. There can’t be any 
division or argument between the parts, rather each of the parts 
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need to help and complete each other, only then does the person 
experience true freedom! :)

So this leads us to ask; How could the “Neshama” and the “Body” as 
they take a part of this “World” all experience freedom together in 
one person?

Because it’s self understood that this full freedom can not be attained 
by having the Yid’s holy Neshama, which is The Part of G-dliness that 
is in a person, subjugate/enslave itself to ways of the Body, or to 
have these two, the Neshama and the Body, both subjugate/enslave 
themselves to ways of the world. Because this can not work and it is 
impossible for this to work, because the Highest is not able to serve 
the Lowest and be happy about it!

The Highest in the person’s life is His Neshama, who will never agree 
to lower itself to the body!

This means that true freedom is only able to be obtained when the 
lower part of the person’s life, which is the body and the world around 
him, are going to raise themselves up to the highest possible level of 
closeness to the Neshama, and Follow The Neshama’s yearnings to be 
close to Hashem. Then the Neshama will also free his body and the 
world that disturbs it from its ascent!

Freedom is not One Size Fits All!

Hashem gives life into 3 categories in this world:

1. The World of Vegetation 2. The World of Animals 3. The World of 
People

The World of Vegetation will have freedom from worry, limitations 
and difficulties.



FREEDOM DEFiNED |   165

When it’s given good soil, good water, air and sunlight etc. even 
though the vegetation cannot move from its place, it is not bothered 
by being “Sentenced to Life”, rooted in one place and not able to go 
to another place, because as long as it’s a “Vegetation” it is truly free!

BUT for the World of Animals this is not freedom!

Even if an animal is given all of its needs of food and water in a very 
nice barn stall, but the animal is forced to be tied down to one place, 
It will be for him the greatest limitation for it, a Virtual Prison! It 
will be a terrible prison, because it is missing the main thing of its 
essence as a “Baal Chai”. A Baal Chai needs to be able to express itself 
and go from place to place.

But for a person who is a Baal Seichel, an intelligent being, this is 
not freedom. Even if a person is given good food with bottled spring 
water in the nicest home, and is able to go from place to place, if he 
will be denied access to an “Intelligent” life, he will waste his life on 
eating and drinking. This person finds himself in a Prison, he is in a 
Prison that is robbing him of his main essence. The person’s intelli-
gent life, his Soul, needs to express itself and go higher and higher in 
understanding.

But this is not freedom for a Yid, who has a Getlicher Neshama, the 
G-dliness in a person. Even when the Neshama is clothed in the 
animal soul and in a body, the Yid is connected with Hashem, with the 
infinity of Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Therefore, even when the Yid is given 
good food and water in the nicest home, is able to go from place to 
place, and is allowed to study Intelligent things, the Yid finds him-
self in a prison that is robbing him from his main essence. The Yid’s 
Getlicher Neshama needs to express itself through Torah and Mitzvos, 
through which the Yid remains connected with Hashem Yisbareich, 
which is his true freedom from all his limitations by learning Torah 
and doing Mitzvos.
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The Yid continues his “Yetzias Mitzrayim” every day, because he is 
Going higher and higher through Torah and Mitzvos, which make 
him closer to the infinite of the “Ein Sof”, which makes him feel deep 
inside how yesterday’s Madraigah is today a “Mitzrayim”, a limitation 
from which he needs to go out of and go higher and higher. This is 
freedom for the Yid!

Allowing His Neshama to fully express itself through Torah and Mitz-
vos is the true freedom of the Yid. Teaching his body to rise up to be 
a proper vessel for the Neshama to express itself will free him from 
worries of the world, and then the world joins to help him have his 
part of the great wealth, which is what Hashem promised.

4 Levels of Freedom in a place called Prison

In the place called Prison, there are the similar 3 categories of prison-
ers who seek a sense of freedom.

1. The prisoner who is like the ‘Vegetation’, sitting on a plastic chair 
hooked up to his earphones, and his eyes mesmerized at the screen 
above, his mouth busy devouring some morsels of food and drink. 
This prisoner seeks freedom in this vegetative state.

2. The prisoner who can’t find freedom tied down to one place seeks 
freedom through finding “better” types of foods, using the limited 
items he can acquire in a place called prison. He attempts to remind 
himself of as many tastes as he can, and he moves from place to place.

He goes “Out” on the “Move”, and he is running in endless circles 
around the fenced in yard.

His accomplishment of the day is measured by the amount of times 
he moved from place to Place. This prisoner seeks freedom in this 
animalistic state.
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3. The prisoner who can’t find freedom by being tied down in one 
place, or from the “good” food and water, and all the physical move-
ment still leaves him with an empty feeling of being robbed of his 
essence. He tries to feed his intelligent soul, and will attempt to 
Acquire Knowledge from the very, very limited resources here, chal-
lenged by the lack of teachers and the lack of education programs for 
him to grow intellectually while he remains in Prison. This prisoner 
seeks freedom in his studies, but the place called prison limits him 
and robs him of his Freedom.

4. The Yid who finds himself in a place called prison knows the only 
way to have freedom is to reveal his Neshama! True freedom is to 
be connected with the infinite of Hashem Yisbareich through Torah 
and Mitzvos. This allows his Neshama to express itself fully, and to 
rise above the limitations of the walls that surround the exile called 
prison, making the Yid truly free. The Yid who frees his Neshama has 
no limitations that inhibit his Neshama, which brings freedom to his 
body and causes his part of his world to be free, and causes him to 
have his part of this world. The great wealth that Hashem promises, 
the great wealth for this Yid, is to be freed to go home to his family 
so he can do the Seder Pesach with his own family and children, just 
as the Korban Pesach is done with each family in their own home, and 
Hashem helps the Yid be Mekayem the Mitzvah of “Vehigadetah Levin-
cha” with Simcha and cheirus! :)

When you really think about it, the need to be free pertains to a Yid 
in every place he finds himself. Which is why “Pesach” is such an 
important Yom Tov that all Yidden celebrate!

Yehi Ratzon from Hashem Yisbareich to fulfill the wish of every Yid, to 
be home with his family for this Yom Tov Pesach, to give every Yid his 
Geula Prati, bringing our Geula Klali now with Moshiach Tzidkeinu!

Sholom Mordechai Halevi Ben Rivkah, Sheyichye
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WHY THE RASHA COMES BEFORE OTHERS

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Family
Date: 11 Nissan, 5775

B”H

Dear Kinderlach Sheyichye,

It’s almost time for the Seder, and as we prepare all the physical 
things we need to ‘bring to’ the Seder, we also need to prepare some 
for the spiritual and physical kochos we need to ‘take from’ the Seder 
:) So let’s take a moment and share a thought from the Seder. :)

The order of the “four sons”

One of the main Mitzvos of Pesach is the Mitzvah of “Vehigaditah 
Levincha”, and you shall tell your children. To tell our children the 
story of Yetzias Mitzrayim, and in general the Mitzvah of Chinuch, 
to be mechanech all our children whether he be a ‘Chacham’, ‘Rasha,’ 
‘Tam,’ or a “Sheaino Yodeah Lishol”.

This is the order that the Haggadah places each of the children, and 
the obvious question is why are these children placed in this order? 
Of course the Chacham is the highest level and should be placed first, 
but the Rasha should be place at the end, after the Tam and Sheaino 
Yodeah Lishol. The Tam is the simple son who is willing to learn but 
doesn’t have the capacity yet, and even the Sheaino Yodeah Lishol, the 
son who doesn’t know how to ask, why is he less than the Rasha who 
does know how to ask, but separates himself from the Klal?!
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The person who does not know how to ask a question is not too 
bright, but at least he doesn’t argue with the Torah from Hashem!

What’s most important is to be involved

This is the answer that I heard by my father’s table. :)

The Child/Man who doesn’t know how to ask is not the infant who 
is too young to ask.

The Child/Man who doesn’t know how to ask could be a child who is 
quite smart and knows alot.

This Child/Man could be doing all the Mitzvos he is supposed to be 
doing, he Learns and Davens with a Minyan and Does all the Mitz-
vos, but does it all in a way of “Rote,” because that’s what a Yid is sup-
posed to do, and so he does them all, and when he completes them he 
goes to do the things that he has a Chayus in. And the reason he does 
not have any questions is because his mind and heart are not there, 
and so he does what he needs to do, and once he is finished he goes 
on to those things his mind and heart are into. This is why why he is 
not able to ask questions, because, his mind and heart are not there, 
and so there are no questions.

At least the Rasha has the interest to argue and discuss, to ask ques-
tions, hard and painful questions, but that shows that he is touched 
and interested in what Hashem says in the Torah.

He has not been able to understand the answers yet, so he comes to 
the Seder and argues and speaks, he taking a active part in the Seder.

But the Child/Man who comes to the Seder with his body and leaves 
his mind and heart into other things, he doesn’t know how to ask any 
questions, not because he is not intelligent, rather because he has no 
questions, and not because he knows all the answers, but Rachmana 
Litzlan because his mind and heart are not there.
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Therefore our Father in Heaven, Hashem Yisbareich says, “At Psach 
Lo”, you need to open him up, you need to start talking to him, you 
need to find the words to explain to him the greatness of Hashem 
Yisbareich, who takes every Yid out of Mitzrayim to give him the 
life of true freedom, which can only be had through the Mitzvos of 
Hashem, which connects the Yid with the infinite of Hashem Yisba-
reich to become free without limitations! To have the joy, the true 
friends, the true community, the true life of satisfaction that is built 
on the strong foundations that Hashem gives through being con-
nected with Hashem. To have true expression of our true selves and 
be truly happy, and with Hashem’s help he will have a great Seder and 
bring his heart and mind into the Seder. Since the table is a round 
table, he will move over to be right next to the Chacham, who is able 
to ask many questions all night, until the time to say Kriyas Shema 
with Yiras Shamayim!

Ah Gutten Kosher un Ah Freilichin Pesach! :)
Be’elokim Botachti Lo Irah :)
Padah B’Shalom Nafshi :)
Besuros Tovos Didan Notzach :)

Tatty
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KORBAN PESACH: PERSPECTIVE ON THE PAST 
AND THE FUTURE

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Family
Date: 11 Nissan, 5775

B”H

Dear Kinderlach Sheyichye, :)

With only a few days left before the Yom Tov Pesach, and Baruch 
Hashem the preparations for Pesach are almost completed, of course i 
want to join you with preparations for the Seder Table,

which i can only do by sharing with you some thoughts from the 
Haggadah that were said by my Father’s Seder Table. :)

Baruch Hashem there are many things we are able to share. Last week 
when writing to Reb Leibush and his Talmidim in Karlin Stolin, I was 
reminded about the one year when I was in Yeshivas Karlin Stolin, 
and my Rebbi told us we are able to do something on Pesach for our 
father that is very special. :) Being that we are children and our father 
has the Mitzvah of “Vehigaditah Levincha”, we children are able to 
cause our father to have many Mitzvos! When we will ask him many 
questions! I thought this was an amazing idea! And so I prepared 
before Pesach as many questions as I could, (which is what my Rebbi 
wanted) and I remember asking my father, Zol Zein Gezunt, a lot of 
questions by the Seder, which made it last very long, and my father 
patiently answered them all and I was so very happy to have been 
able to be the one to cause my father to have so many Mitzvos!
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As my Mother, Zol Zein Gezunt, likes to remind me, “Bunches of 
Mitzvos!”

So, let’s begin with the Mitzvos we are living with today, the 3 Mitz-
vos. Mommy Shetichye speaks to so many Yidden, young and old, 
about the First 3 Letters of the Alef Bais: Alef! Beis! Gimmel!

Alef = Emunah , Beis = Bitachon, and with Emunah and Bitachon we 
have Gimmel = Geula.

Pesach is all 3! Emunah , Bitachon and Geula :)

The Definition for the 3 letters Alef Bais Gimmel is:

Emunah is the ‘Faith’ we have that everything Hashem does is for 
good.

Bitachon is the ‘Trust’ we have in Hashem to do for us the revealed 
good we have trust in Him to do. Geula is the redemption from all 
worries and limitations that stop us from doing what we need to do.

The question is, how are we able to reconcile these two fundamental 
aspects of our faith, to say with complete Emunah “Gam Zu L’tova”. 
Faith in Hashem is doing good, together with the complete trust. 
Bitachon that Hashem will give revealed good.

We need to say Gam Zu L’tova with the pure Emunah that everything 
Hashem does is good, we need to Have Bitachon in Hashem to give us 
the revealed good we trust in him to give us!

Of course we have no questions about the definition of what Geula 
is. Baruch Hashem we shared the answer for this before, now that 
it’s Pesach, I realized we could add a deeper dimension to the answer 
with a lesson from the Korban Pesach.
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A short preface from what Mrs. Stolik shared with me in her book 
“Its Ok to Laugh,” where I found this interesting piece of humor:

One Yid asks another Yid: “How far is it from NY to Philly?”

Answer: “100 Miles”

Question: “And how far is it from Philly to NY?”

Answer: “What kind of question is this!? Of course it’s the same 100 
to go back from Philly to NY!!”

The Yid Says; “Not necessarily so! It doesn’t always work the same 
way going back! For example, “How many days is it from Purim to 
Pesach?” and the answer is 30 days or one month! And how many 
days from Pesach to Purim?! and the Answer is 11 Months!” :) :)

Think a moment and ask yourself; takeh, why doesn’t the same logic 
of from NY To Philly and back, work for Purim To Pesach and back?! 
The answer is because the measurement from “NY to Philly” is only 
in the dimension of “Place”, and in place, a person could go back from 
where he came from. But the measurement from Purim to Pesach is 
in the Dimension of “Time”,

and a person cannot go back in time.

But, this is only true for a person in creation who is working within 
the limitations of nature.

However, a Yid has a Neshama and is working with Torah and Mitzvos 
and is doing the Mitzvah of Teshuvah, yes, this Yid is able to go back 
in time, to correct and even change the “Past.”

Pesach is Chodesh “Nissan,” the month that Hashem gives the Yidden 
“Hachodesh Hazeh Lachem” to the “Rosh Chadashim,” the Head of the 
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Months. Hashem gave the Yidden a new Seder to count the months of 
the year Davka from Nissan!

The Lesson from this is; The Yid needs to constantly see the Hashga-
cha Pratis and the higher than nature type of hanhaga, even when it 
is hidden by a natural looking screen!

Generally, Nissan is Hashem taking the Yidden out of Mitzrayim, 
even if they are not worthy to be redeemed. But there were the Mitz-
vos that Hashem told the Yidden to do before their Geula: 1. Korban 
Pesach. 2. Bris Milah.

Chazal explain the whole inyan of “Yetzias Mitzrayim” was in the 
Zechus of two Mitzvos, Pesach and Milah. And these two Mitzvos teach 
us a lesson to the difference in the person’s “matzav” as it comes out 
in revealed way. Bris Milah is done immediately on the 8th day after 
the birth. The Bris shows on the bond, Bris, between the Yid with 
Hashem Yisbareich immediately at the start of his life, his whole life 
will be according to the Ratzon Hashem.

Korban Pesach to begin with was commanded to the head of the Mish-
pacha, as it says; “Ish Seh Lebais Avos, Seh Labayis, Lemishpachosam”. 
A Mitzvah that comes in the middle point of a person’s life, when he 
is already a family man and a Baal Habayis for himself. By the first 
Pesach in Mitzrayim, it says “Mishchu, Ukchu Lochem”, draw and take 
to yourself, which means there needed to be the ‘drawing away’ from 
the Avodah Zarah and take to make a Korban Pesach. This is refer-
ring to the time that is in the “Past” by the person, and it could be 
a “Past” that was not totally the way it should have been, and the 
person needs to to correct it.

We see then that the Bris Milah is about the start in the person’s life, 
and The Korban Pesach is about the past in the person’s Life. We can 
see the essence of these 2 things as they are in our daily lives; Every 
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second of life is a ‘start’ of hours and days which come after it. Every 
second is also a continuation of the “past”.

Practically, this means that there are days and times when a person 
begins new things, and there are days when the person is busy with 
previous things. The Korban Pesach teaches us that we need to have 
both, the Bris Milah; the ability to start fresh new things in our Avodas 
Hashem, and the Korban Pesach; the ability to correct what needs cor-
recting in the past, and continue the good from past into the future.

This is specifically the way we live every day: We awake in the morn-
ing as new creations to begin a new life with “Modeh Ani” and on the 
other extreme; The ‘Cheshbon Hanefesh,’ accounting of the Nefesh of 
the previous day in Kriyas Shema before going to sleep.

This is also the inyan of “Zman Cheiruseinu” and “Yetzias Mitzrayim” 
in our daily lives. We need to go out of the limitations, “Mitzrayim” 
of our nature, and enslavement to our surroundings, including the 
enslavement of a place called prison, physically surrounded by the 
limitations of a wall, and in order to accomplish this we need to work 
in two ways.

We need to continuously go higher to new good things. Sur Mera 
and Asai Tov; Which is the Avodah to correct what is needed to cor-
rect from the past, and go continuously higher and closer to Hashem 
Yisbareich.

Even when a person finds himself in a situation, like it was in Mitz-
rayim, when the person became on contact with not good and For-
eign things which stuck to him, when the person firmly decides to 
belong to Hashem and says; “Hashem Elokeinu”, our Koach and our 
life is “Hashem Echod”, this Immediately brings the “Anochi Hashem 
Elokecha asher hotzaisicha M’eretz Mitzrayim”, Hashem takes the Yid 
out of Mitzrayim, the same way it was then, the enslavement to Pha-
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raoh and the abomination of Mitzrayim became nullified, the Yid 
crawls out of the swamp, he corrects the “Past” and begins a new life, 
a truly Yiddisher life, true freedom through Torah and Mitzvos!

With this we understand the way a Yid is able to say “Gam Zu L’tova”, 
with complete Emunah that everything that Hashem does is good, :) 
and at the same time have Bitachon that Hashem will give him the 
revealed good, that he sees is good for him, as he trusts Hashem will 
do for him!

Because the Yid learns from the Korban Pesach and Bris Milah, as he 
sees what Hashem already did in the “past” and what already hap-
pened to him, the Yid has complete Emunah in Hashem that “Gam Zu 
L’tova,” also this is good! And at the same time, he begins with the 
new revealed good which Hashem Yisbareich will give him from this 
point on into the future. The Yid has complete Bitachon that Hashem 
Yisbareich will do for him the revealed good, which is the meaning of 
Tracht Gut Vet Zain Gut!

Alef, Beis, Gimmel; Emunah and Bitachon equals Geula, and Hashem 
will bring our Geula Now! :)

Yehi Ratzon from Hashem Yisbareich to give every Yid his and her 
new start in life with an immediate release from all worries and lim-
itations, with a Geula Proti to our Geula Klali now, with Moshiach 
Tzidkeinu!

Ah Kosher un Ah Freilichin Pesach :)
Be’elokim Botachti Lo Irah :)
Padah B’Shalom Nafshi :)
Besuros Tovos Didan Notzach :)

Tatty :)
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A YID IN THE HOME OF A MITZRI

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Family
Date: 20 Nissan, 5775

B”H

Chag HaPesach :) Zman Cheiruseinu :) Third Day Chol Hamoed :)
Dear Kinderlach sheyichyu,
Shalom Uvracha :)

We are in the middle of Pesach, Zman Cheiruseinu, and it’s already the 
third day of Chol Hamoed Pesach,

and in a few hours it’s going to be Erev Shvi’i Shel Pesach! We are ready 
to see Hashem Yisbareich split the wall of water (and wall of prison) in 
front of us, and as the Yidden were saved and Pharaoh and his whole 
army drowned in the Yam Suf, so too we will be saved from all our 
enemies who are chasing us Yidden.

Pesach begins on the day we went out of Mitzrayim, and continues 
for 7 days. This is because after we left Mitzrayim, our subjugation 
wasn’t over yet, because we were being chased by Pharaoh and his 
massive army, as The Midrash Tanchuma says that Pharaoh went out 
with 30 men for each and every one of the Yidden! What was started 
on the 1st day when we left Mitzrayim is finished on the 7 day by 
Kriyas Yam Suf, and so lets share some of the Seder in a place called 
prison, and prepare for grand finale of the 7th day of Kriyas Yam Suf!
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Feeling cheirus in a place called Prison

The biggest danger for a Yid in a place called prison is the monotony 
that repeats itself every day.

Repetition could blur and hide the true meaning of special, extraor-
dinary days of Yom Tov, not only in a place called prison, but in any 
place. It also dulls the excitement needed to overcome the obstacles 
placed in the way to learn Torah and do Mitzvos, which is why the Yid 
needs to live with “Pesach” all year, to jump over, and live in a way of 
jumping over all limitations. We take the Koach from Pesach to add 
infinity of G-dliness into our life, to see the Yid is higher Than limita-
tions. Because Hashem chose the Yidden to be his own nation, and as 
Hashem is higher than limitations, so are the Yidden, who live with 
Hashem Yisbareich to make the world into the place Hashem meant it 
to be.

To live like a Yid is to live a step higher than the physical world, to 
jump over and be free from all worries and limitations to do what we 
need to do. :) Because the Yid has a Neshama from Hashem and he is 
commanded to live with two opposites in one Time. :) He needs to 
feel like he is going out of Mitzrayim, feeling the freedom of redemp-
tion. At the same time when he is wearing prison clothes, in a win-
dowless room, living with Hashem to take him out with a strong hand 
and outstretched arm!

Baruch Hashem I got to feel exactly what the Yidden felt like on the 
night before “Yetzias Mitzrayim”!

The Yidden in Mitzrayim were doing all the Mitzvos Hashem com-
manded of them, and they were dressed and ready to be redeemed 
from their long and hard Golus, and it was Hashem Yisbareich Himself 
who came to take every Yid out of Mitzrayim. Even a Yid who was in 
the house of a Mitzri, the Yid was saved, and the Mitzri died.
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And if you ask, which Yid would be in a home of a Mitzri on the Night 
of Pesach!? Isn’t he is supposed to be eating Pesach, Matzah, u’Maror 
with his Family!?

My son answered this question. He said; You are The Yid in the house 
of the Mitzri, surrounded with Mitzriyim,

and Hashem Yisbareich will come to take You home!

There always seems to be challenges that are placed in the way of 
Yidden who want to do Mitzvos, to bring out their Mesiras Nefesh. :) 
Baruch Hashem we overcame the challenges with nissim! Then was 
Kabbalas Shabbos, Maariv, Hallel, Hadlakas Neiros Shabbos and Yom 
Tov, and we’re ready for the Seder!

We gathered around the table, and it was special to see how much 
some of the Yidden grew in Yiddishkeit over the last few years, actively 
participating with interest in making the Ka’arah, singing the Seder 
of Pesach “Kadesh Urchatz,” and asking to say the Kiddush word for 
word, and even “leaning” B’Hesaiba while drinking the Arbeh Kosos 
and eating the Matzah. The Haggadah was read with interest, and as 
much as could be explained in the 1 hour and 15 minutes we had to 
finish Maggid, because at 10 o’clock the prisoners need to be ready to 
be counted. It’s hard to describe the feeling to be living with Hashem 
taking us out of Mitzrayim, and pouring the wine by the Ten Makos 
and all together make the Bracha “Asher Gealanu”, and then have a 
guard come in and command all the Yidden to stand by the wall to be 
counted!

Sweet and Bitter, Light and Darkness all at one time, which reminds 
us once again, the Yid is connected to Hashem and has the Koach to 
live with two opposites in one time.

Not sure if you all understand the Zechus to have been by a true Seder 
and seen our fathers eat the Matzah and Maror, because the Yidden 
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here tell me the best part of the Seder was watching me and another 
Yid eat the Matzah and Maror and Korach. They follow the good exam-
ple and make sure they have the Shiur of Matzah to eat, and to eat it 
“B’Hesaiba” and the feeling of Pesach becomes stronger and stronger.

Baruch Hashem each step of the Seder is done with the Lebedikeit we 
have at home, utilizing every second we are given to do all the parts 
of the Seder in a real Yiddisher way, and not just to be “Yoitzai” the 
Mitzvah, because we have a “Geshmak” in doing the Mitzvos! We go 
to the door for Shfoch Chamascha and invite Eliyahu Hanavi to come 
in and take us out. We enthusiastically sing Hallel and Nirtzah, and 
even make a small dance after the Seder to show our joy of our Geula!

Forced to return to the cell at about 11:45 but who can sleep after 
such a Seder, and so the Seder is continued in Cell 307 until sleep 
takes over...

Baruch Hashem we were able to have a Minyan for Shacharis and 
Mussaf for the 1st day, and Hallel and Mussaf for the second day, 
and the highlight was the amazing Birchas Kohanim that was sung 
by 3 Kohanim who are here, and who made the effort to learn the 
Dinim and Minhagim for weeks in advance. We rehearsed the words 
in Loshon Kodesh to the known tune of Birchas Kohanim Ayyayaya...

Baruch Hashem the Kohanim put their heart into it and we all were 
very excited to receive the Brochos!

And all the Yidden were really moved by the powerful Birchas Kohanim 
and Hashem Yisbareich will reveal all His Brochos.

Now we continue out of Mitzrayim and we are at the Yam Suf :)

Kriyas Yam Suf means enjoying the service of Hashem

Yetzias Mitzrayim was complete only with Kriyas Yam Suf.
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Until Kriyas Yam Suf, the Yidden still had a “connection” with Mitz-
rayim. As we see, even after the Yidden went out of Mitzrayim, and 
even after they reached ‘Pi Hachirois’, which according to the custom 
of Mitzrayim, any slave that reached ‘Pi Hachirois’ he Became a Free 
Man, they were still chased after by Pharaoh and his army, which 
according to nature had to win over the Yidden.

So, “going out of Mitzrayim” was only completed with the “Kriyas 
Yam Suf”. Which is why it says; Just as we need to remember “Yetzias 
Mitzrayim” every day, we need to remember “Kriyas Yam Suf” every 
day, because; as long as we are holding before “Kriyas Yam Suf” we 
are not sure with the “Yetziah” from “Mitzrayim”. It is the same in 
our Ruchnius Avodah of going out of Mitzrayim and Kriyas Yam Suf 
each day, because we are not out of danger to be enslaved by Pharaoh 
without Kriyas Yam Suf!

The Ruchnius Avodah of Yetzias Mitzrayim

It Says; “Kimai Tzaischa M’eretz Mitzrayim Arenu Niflaos”, like the 
days you went out of Mitzrayim I will show wonders. Chazal explain 
the reason why the Pasuk says “days” in the plural, even though we 
went out of Mitzrayim in one day. This is because, in every genera-
tion and every day, we need to see ourselves as if we are going out of 
Mitzrayim.

The Ruchnius Avodah we must do every day to go out of the limita-
tions and slavery of Pharaoh and Mitzrayim is explained to mean 
that we need to go out from the physical pull and enslavement we 
have to worldly things, and to free ourselves from the cunning ideas 
of the Yetzer Hara.

So: “going out of Mitzrayim” means there need to be both; the 
“Hascholoh”, Beginning, which is “Yetzias Mitzrayim”, to go out of 
Mitzrayim, and the “Gmar”, Completion, which is “Kriyas Yam Suf”.
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To begin with a Yid needs to go out of the limitations and boundaries 
of the “Nefesh Habehamis”, animal soul,

which desires worldly things which limit and hide the “Nefesh Elokis”, 
our G-dly Neshama. A Yid needs to know that even though he finds 
himself in “Olam Hazeh”, this world, which is a world of Klipos, where 
the wicked are stronger, there is nobody who is a boss over him. He 
also needs to know that he is not under the rule of Pharaoh, King of 
Mitzrayim, because a Yid serves only Hakadosh Baruch Hu, who says 
“Avodai Heim”, they are my servants.

The Yetzer Hara, Pharaoh and Mitzrayim seek to overpower and limit 
the kochos of the Neshamah, with their limitations, to enslave the 
Yid and take away from the Yid his “Geshmak” in Torah and Mitzvos. 
The “Haschalah”, the beginning is for Yid to go away from “Pharaoh 
and Mitzrayim” and stand firm with the attitude of “Kabbalas Ol”, 
taking upon himself to serve only Hashem Yisbareich and not Pha-
raoh the King of Mitzrayim, in everything that is in the realm of “Poel 
Mamash”, actual doing, to do everything Hashem commands with 
Kabbalas Ol. By taking on to serve only Hashem with Kabbalas Ol is 
the way the Yid will go out of the “Avdus,” Servitude, to Pharaoh and 
Mitzrayim and will find himself by “Pi Hachirois,” by the Mouth of 
Freedom.

But his Going out of Mitzrayim will not be complete, and he is not 
yet completely free, because even though he has Kabolas Ol, there is 
no “Geshmak” in “Getlichkeit” by him, as he is doing everything with 
“Kabbalas Ol,”

this enables Pharaoh and his army to chase after him, in order to 
enslave him again. Practically, this means that the limitations of the 
Yetzer Hara, (the enslavor!) and Nefesh Habehamis, and the darkness 
of the world, continue to wage war against him, to limit and block 
the light from his Neshama!
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Even though regarding “Poel Mamash” the Yid is doing everything it 
says in Shulchan Aruch. Because if a Yid has an “idea” that is against 
the Shulchan Aruch, Chas Veshalom, that means that he is still in Mitz-
rayim, but he remains vulnerable for Pharaoh and Mitzrayim catch-
ing up with him to enslave Him. And for him to be completely free 
he needs to do the Avodah of totally going out of Mitzrayim, which is 
completed with the Avodah of “Kriyas Yam Suf”.

Kriyas Yam Suf means revealing that which is hidden.

Going out of Mitzrayim is to become free from serving Pharaoh, 
through accepting the Yoke of Heaven to serve Hashem Yisbareich. 
Kriyas Yam Suf means being able to see G-dlines in everything, which 
makes it ‘Geshmak’ to Serve Hashem.

The sea is full of living creations, full of life. But when one looks on 
the sea, all he sees is water, because the water hides all the life that 
is in it. So, “Kriyas Yam Suf” - Splitting of the Sea, and making it like 
“Dry Land” means to open up the sea, in order to reveal that which 
was hidden before. As Chazal describe the awesome revelation at 
Kriyas Yam Suf to everyone!

The “Shifcha”, Maidservant was able to see a greater Divine Revela-
tion that the Navi Yechezkel ben Buzi! This explains also why Kriyas 
Yam Suf was a hachanah to Matan Torah, because By Matan Torah, 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu revealed all the Higher Spiritual World to the 
Yidden,and the preparation for this revelation was splitting the “Sea” 
that hides Kedusha to reveal it to the Yidden.

There is the “Koach Eloki” which is hidden in every part of creation, 
but the creation hides the “Koach Eloki” as the water of the sea hides 
the life that is within it. When the Yid, through His Avodah is able 
to see G-dliness from everything, then he Goes Totally out of Mitz-
rayim. And the Reason is Simple! :) When the Yid sees G-dliness in 
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everything in this world, then the world does not block him from 
seeking the “Ohr Eloki” in the world,

Aderabah! all that he sees in the world in G-dliness, so there is no 
Pharaoh and there is no Mitzriyim who are chasing him!

Lessons in bitachon from Kriyas Yam Suf

4 Answers to the 4 Questions by Kriyas Yam Suf

The Yidden had the Yam Suf in front of them, and behind them was 
Pharaoh and his army coming down on them. The Midrash tells us 
from the fear of the Mitzriyim, the Yidden divided themselves into 4 
camps with 4 different ideas on how they needed to act.

1. To throw themselves into the sea.

2. To return to Mitzrayim and become slaves again to Pharaoh.

3. To wage war against Pharaoh and his army.

4. To cry out and Daven to Hashem to help them.

Moshe Rabbeinu was addressing every one of these ideas, negating 
each idea by saying;

To the 1st Camp who wanted to throw themselves into the water 
“(Be strong and) stand and see the Yeshu’as Hashem!”

To the 2nd Camp who wanted to return to Mitzrayim “As you see 
Mitzrayim today, you will never see them again...”

To the 3rd Camp who wanted to fight, Moshe Rabbeinu said “Hashem 
will wage war for You.”

To the 4th Camp who wanted to Daven Moshe Rabbeinu said “And 
you be silent”
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So what should the Yidden do?!

Hashem tells Moshe Rabbeinu “Daber El Bnai Yisrael Veyisau,” speak 
to the Yidden and continue to travel. Continue to go further in the 
direction which leads to Har Sinai to Receive the Torah, which is the 
purpose for “Yetzias Mitzrayim”, going out of Mitzrayim.

The Following Questions are Asked;

1. Why are the answers to these 4 different groups all said in one 
saying?

2. The order of the answers is not understood because working from 
the lowest idea to the highest idea. Shouldn’t the first thing be to 
negate the idea of returning to Mitzrayim, and then negate the idea 
of throwing themselves into the sea!?

3. Davening to Hashem is a good thing, so why is the idea of Daven-
ing to Hashem also negated!?

The Penimius answer for this is given in the way of Avodas Hashem. 
The Four Groups and their ideas in Avodas Hashem means because 
the world is such a place where Pharaoh is able to win Chas Veshalom.

1. There are those who say the answer is throw themselves into the 
“Yam Shel Torah,” “Yam Shel Tefillah” and “Yam Shel Teshuvah,” to tie 
himself with Hashem Yisbareich and not involve himself with the 
World.

2. A higher level is realize that Hashem wants the Yid to change the 
world to Kedusha, and so the Yid is willing to go into “Mitzrayim”, 
but does so in a way that is without Chiyus and Geshmak, in a way 
that he perceives this Avodah that Hashem wants from him to be like 
a “Avodas Perech.” He has no choice, so he will do so, but without 
Chiyus.
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3. An even higher level is to make war against Pharaoh, not caring 
on the might and darkness of Pharaoh and Mitzrayim. The Yid is con-
fident that Kedusha will win and goes to battle with the world of 
Klipah, and so he does this with life and energy. The problem is that 
every Avodah has its time, and Hashem says to Har Sinai to receive 
the Torah, therefore, the person should not stop to fight with other 
things.

4. The highest level of the 4 is Tefillah, to Daven to Hashem to change 
the world to Kedusha.

This Yid is tied with Hashem’s Ratzon, and wants Hashem’s Ratzonto 
be fulfilled. He is Batel, nullified to Hashem Yisbareich, but since he 
decided he is going to daven, therefore he is not going to do any-
thing, and the way Hashem wants it is for the Yid to do Avodah!

Even though Hashem wants the Yid to be Batel to him, and not feel as 
a separate existence.

He needs to recognize that everything he has is not from his own 
work and ideas, but together with this Hashem wants the Yid to do 
with the kochos that he was given. And if this sounds like opposites, 
you are correct, the Yid is expected to serve Hashem with two oppo-
sites because he is connected to Hashem where there can be two 
opposites, the Yid is expected to feel Batel as no existence and there 
should still be by him the Avodah with his own Koach!

The same way it is by his physical needs, where he has the Emunah 
Peshutah that everything He has comes from Hashem, who is the ulti-
mate of good, so everything is totally good. And if to the human eye 
it does not look like it, that means it comes from a very high level 
of good that can’t come down in a revealed way. Together with this 
Emunah , the Yid needs to have total Bitachon that Hashem will make 
it good for him in a good, revealed way that not only Hashem knows 
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it’s Good, but the Yid knows that it’s Good. The Bitachon is even when 
there is no way in a natural way for him to be helped, because Hashem 
is higher than the limitations of nature and Hashem will certainly 
help him, for He is able to change the Nature.

If the yesurim already came, Rachmana Litzlan, then the Yid needs to 
accept it with Simcha and Emunah Peshutah that it’s Tov Gamur, Com-
plete Good, but as long as the yesurim didn’t come, then even when 
it’s a situation where according to nature there is no way to avoid the 
yesurim, the Yid needs to be with a total Bitachon that Hashem will 
do him good in a good and revealed Way. So we see that from a Yid 
is demanded two opposites, because he is connected with Hashem 
who is “Noseh Hofchim,” and therefore his Bitachon is no contradic-
tion to his Emunah, and actually Bitachon is a main foundation of our 
Emunah.

And the same is in our Avodah Ruchnius, Hashem Yisbareich wants the 
Yid to do the Avodah himself, with the Kochois he is Given!

The Answer to the Four Groups.

The command from Hashem was to continue going towards Har Sinai, 
so the answer is not fall into the Yam of Torah for himself, and not to 
do the Avodah in the world without any Chayus, and not To fight with 
the world, and not to sit and not do anything, rather the Yid needs 
to bring himself and the whole world closer to Torah. When the Yid 
desires to go on towards Kabbalas HaTorah, he will cause Kriyas Yam 
Suf, turning the sea into dry land, which means causing the Kedusha 
in the world that was hidden to become revealed.

Everything in this world depends on the Yid, and when the Yid causes 
a personal Kriyas Yam Suf, when he reveals his own Neshama which 
was hidden, then he will cause there to be a Kriyas Yam Suf in the 
world, so the G-dliness in the world is also revealed.
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Another similarity between the 4 groups is that they all came from 
their own understanding,

they were not based on the words that Hashem said to Moshe Rabbe-
inu. Nobody thought of the idea from Hashem! Which teaches us a 
lesson in all generations, there is a way to know what Hashem truly 
wants. When a Yid hears a way of a Avodah that he never thought of, 
and it’s even something that goes against his type of Avodah, and he 
does not understand it, then it’s “Karov Levadai” that this Seder in 
Avodah is what Hashem wants from him, and B’hashgacha Pratis he 
finds out about it.
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FOUR TYPES OF NEGATIVE PARENTING

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Family
Date: 21 Nissan, 5775

B”H

Dear Kinderlach, Sheyichyu,
Erev Shevii Shel Pesach

I want to share something my son told me yesterday. A father is read-
ing the Haggadah about the 4 sons; The Chacham, The Rasha, The Tam, 
and the Sheaino Yodeah Lishol. He stops and asks his son; “Tell me son, 
which one of the 4 sons are you?” The son looks up to his father and 
says “that’s not a fair question that you are asking me, because when 
we learned the Mishneh about the “Arba’a Avos Nezikin,” 4 fathers 
who do damage, I did not ask you which father are you!?”

After the initial laugh at the witty response, this “joke” has a very 
serious point we should be answering also, which is; How many 
things do fathers do, which have damaging effects on the children!? 
How many of them could we match to the 4 types of damages the 
Mishna is describing, with the purpose to stop doing these damag-
ing things?

The Mishna says “Arba’a Avos Nezikin: 1. Hashor 2. Habor 3. 
Hamaveh 4. Vahever

The way “Rav” learns this Mishneh, all the categories of damages an 
ox will do are included in the 1st word.
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1. “Shor, “ The Ox:

a. Keren; Goring. When there is the intent to damage.

This is a category which is “Ain Darko Lehazik” when something 
unusual is done that damages,

the first 3 times is a “Tam”, but if it’s repeated for 3 times then it’s a 
“Muod” and is responsible completely.

By Chinuch this means: Talking in Shul during Davening which 
shows disrespect to Kedusha.

If it’s done once or twice or thrice it’s a “Tam”. But when the conver-
sations are brazen and open,

what does the child see, hear and understand from that?!

b. Shain; Damages through eating.

This describes any damage the ox does for its own pleasure. For Exam-
ple; If it scratches itself against a wall to ease an itch and knocks the 
wall down.

By Chinuch this means: The damages done by a home where there 
is too much Koach, excitement placed into attaining and enjoying 
physical things like eating, Kosher of course, or any other physical 
pleasure which automatically weakens the Child’s “Koach” in Spiri-
tual Pleasure from Kedusha, which also contradicts what the child is 
Learning in Cheder.

c. Regel; Damages by walking.

This describes any common damages an ox will do as it walks on its 
way.
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By Chinuch this means; the common damages done in the home that 
tramples over things of “Kedusha” without intention.

2. Bor; The Pit.

This describes something that is initially made to damage;

By Chinuch this means; Bringing into the home things that are ini-
tially made to damage a Child’s Torah Chinuch. For example; Elec-
tronic Gadgets of Sorts, Papers of Sorts, Clothes and Styles of Sorts.

3. Maveh; The person who physically (Bodily) damages his 
friends property.

4. Fire; A person’s fire goes out and damages

When a person makes a fire in his own property and a “Ruach”, wind, 
comes and blows the fire to go to his neighbors property and dam-
ages it. This describes “Another Koach” mixed into it

By Chinuch this means when “Another Ruach” becomes mixed into 
the Chinuch given to the child, a Yiddisher Chinuch needs to be 
“Al Taharas Hakodesh”, pure holiness, and when other “Ruchos” are 
brought into our Chinuch it can destroy our own fire that we have in 
Yiddishkeit!

And so maybe this is what the child was saying to his father, when 
we learned about the 4 Avos Nezikin, think which “Nezek,” Damage, is 
the father doing in order to correct it.

Yehi Ratzon from Hashem Yisbareich we should be given all His Brachos 
and nissim, with the Bracha of our Geula Prati together with the Geula 
Klali now with Moshiach Tzidkeinu. :)
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Ah Kosher un Ah Freilichin Pesach :)
Be’elokim Botachti Lo Irah :)
Padah B’Shalom Nafshi :)
Besuros Tovos Didan Notzach :

Tatty
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PART 1: PARSHAS SHEMINI / PESACH NOTES

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Reb Pinchas, All
Date: 27 Nissan, 5775

B”H

Shabbos Parshas Shemini,
Shabbos Mevorchim Chodesh Iyar, Roshei Teivos ani Hashem rofecha
Shabbos before Bais Iyar
Tyere Reb Pinchas, Askanim and family sheyichyu,
Shalom U’Vracha

This Shabbos we will read Parshas Shemini for the 8th time. There is 
a saying by Yidden: When there is Shemonah Shemini, the year that 
“Vayehi Bayom Hashemini” is read 8 times, as it is this year, then will 
come the Shemini-Our Goel Tzedek who is one of the 8 nesichai adom 
as said in Gemara Sukkah.

Baruch Hashem to share some of the last days in a place called prison, 
Shevi’i Shel Pesach was the nes of Kriyas Yam Suf which took place 
early morning.

There is a minhag on that day to be up all night and learn Torah until 
the time of Kriyas Yam Suf. I explained this special time day and time 
to my cellmate and told him that I would need to be up all night 
tonight since Hashem split the sea for us Yidden tonight, and I will 
experience the moment that Hashem opened the sea. I told him just 
as Hashem opens the sea to save Bnei Yisroel from those who are pur-
suing them, so too Hashem will open the walls of prison and liberate 
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me. My cellmate thought for a moment and said, “Great I want to 
come along too.”

The next day after seeing me still here he exclaimed “Hey, what are 
you still doing here?!”

Baruch Hashem even though there was fog, we were able to have a 
Minyan for Shevi’i Shel Pesach with a special treat this year of Birchas 
Kohanim sung so beautifully by the Kohanim.

The next day, on Acharon Shel Pesach we had a Minyan for Shacharis, 
Hallel, Kriyas Hatorah and Mincha. Then nine Yidden joined together 
for the seudah that the Baal Shem Tov revealed to be seudas Moshi-
ach. We shared many stories of the Baal Shem Tov, beginning with 
the story of his saintly father Reb Elazar, who passed the nisayon and 
was given the holy Neshama of the Baal Shem Tov as a son. We then 
made a lechaim on the 1st cup and shared many more stories of the 
Baal Shem Tov and other Tzadikim. Baruch Hashem the mood was very 
high and elevated only to be interrupted by the call for recall. Hashem 
Yisbareich should recall all Yidden out of Golus to our Geula Sheleimah 
now with Moshiach Tzedkeinu.

Tumah is real

Our Parsha begins with the 8th day when the Shechinah came down 
into the Mishkan, the height of Kedusha. The Parsha then contin-
ues on to teach which animals, fish and birds are permitted to be 
eaten and which animals will cause other foods Tomei upon contact. 
Hashem then says, “Vehiskadishtem v’huyisem kedoshim, ki kodosh 
Ani...” “..Veloi Setamu Es Nafshoisaichem..” And you should sanctify 
yourselves and be holy because I am holy. And you should not defile 
yourselves through (eating) any creeping creature...

Tumah is a spiritual impurity that is contagious and does not only 
spread through spiritual channels but will spread to physical object 
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such as food, which can then become a carrier of Tumah to spread it 
further. A person can defile himself by eating physical things that 
are Tomei, Rachmana Litzlan. Just to clarify, the tumah is real even 
though we can’t see it. It’s best compared to atomic radiation. Just 
as atomic radiation is real and dangerous yet cannot be seen so too 
is with Tumah. It can negatively affect a person’s ability to feel Kedu-
sha and Getlichkeit in Torah and Mitzvos and will insulate a person 
from feeling the life and vibrancy of Kedusha that a Neshama natu-
rally feels. An impure person is similar to someone holding onto a 
live wire of electricity in his hand and claims he can’t feel any elec-
tricity in the wire; Ignoring the fact that his contact with the wire is 
through the rubber glove on his hand, which insulates him from feel-
ing any live electricity that really is in the wire.

So too, we would feel the life of Torah and Mitzvos if we took the 
“insulating glove” off.

So, If a Yid suddenly loses the excitement of a Mitzvah, the answer 
could be found in the food he is eating.

Yehee rotzoin from Hashem Yisboraich to connect every yid with the 
place he grows from which is also his family and children and the 
whole klal yisroel to give every yid his and her geuloh proti and geuloh 
kloli now with Moshiach Tzidkainu :)

a guten un a frailichen Shabbos un choidesh Iyar :)
Be’elokim Botachti Lo Irah :)
Padah B’Shalom Nafshi :)
Besuros Tovos Didan Notzach :)

Sholom Mordechai Halevi Ben Rivkah, Sheyichye
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LEAVE MITZRAYIM COMPLETELY: THINK, FEEL 
AND LIVE JEWISH

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Reb Pinchas, All
Date: 8 Nissan, 5776

B”H

Shabbos Parshas Metzora
Shabbos Hagadol
Tyere Reb Pinchas, Askanim and Family, sheyichyu;
Shalom U’vracha.

Baruch Hashem Zman Cheiruseinu is almost here. This week is Shab-
bos Hagadol, when we read the Haggadah after Mincha. I wanted to 
share some thoughts from the Haggadah which we discussed around 
my father’s Seder table. Im Yirtzeh Hashem, Hashem Yisbareich will lib-
erate me before this very Pesach so that once again I will join my 
father’s Seder.

There are a few troubling questions that arise before we even begin 
reading the Haggadah on Pesach night.

1. Why wasn’t the Geula of Yetzias Mitzrayim an eternal Geula? The 
Geula was directly from Hashem Yisbareich and all His actions are 
true and forever, so why are we still in Golus? And not just a Golus, 
But in a Golus of “B’chol dor v’dor omdim aleinu l’chaloseinu,” similar to 
the Golus in Mitzrayim.

2. Since the Yidden went out with a rechush godol as Hashem prom-
ised, how is it that there is poverty amongst the Yidden?
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3. We know the mitzvah of v’higadetah l’bincha is regarding the four 
sons, including not just the ben Chacham, but the Rasha as well. How-
ever, we know that the reshaim of that generation were not redeemed, 
so how is it that a ben Rasha can be amongst the Yidden?

These are very disturbing questions that regard the whole essence of 
the Seder and telling of Yetzias Mitzrayim. We are required to relate 
the story of the Yetzia and feel like we are going out of Mitzrayim 
today, and we are also required to eat b’haseiba the way free people 
eat in comfort. But how can we have feelings of true freedom when 
we find ourselves in Golus, in a matzav where goyim want to destroy 
us, and we’re surrounded by poverty and resha’im?

In order to nullify these disturbing questions we begin by saying the 
paragraph of “Hei lachmah anya di achalah avasanu b’ara D’Mitzrayim” 
which is the preface to us speaking about going out of Mitzrayim, 
which begins with “Avodim Hayenu”.

Within “Hei Lachmah Anya” lies the answer to all the other questions 
mentioned above. In “Hei Lachmah Anya”, we refer to the matzah as 
matzah that our forefathers ate in Mitzrayim—as opposed to the 
matzah that our fathers ate on the way out of Mitzrayim; why is this?

The answer to all these questions is as follows: Yetzias Mitzrayim 
wasn’t a complete Geula. The Yidden didn’t totally leave Mitzrayim 
because they still carried Mitzri ideas with them; and so, to some 
degree, it was as if the Yidden themselves still remained in Mitzrayim. 
Therefore, the Haggadah refers to the matzah that was eaten on the 
way out of Mitzrayim as if it was eaten in Mitzrayim.

Hah lachmah Anya continues and we say “kol difchin—whoever 
needs,” although, as we stated above, if we would’ve had an eternal 
Geula there wouldn’t be any needy Yidden. However, it is because our 



LEAvE MiTZRAYiM COMPLETELY: THiNK, FEEL AND LivE JEWiSH |   198

fathers didn’t completely leave the Golus of Mitzrayim that we still 
have the concept of “kol difchin” (Yidden in poverty).

The big question then is, if this is true then what was really accom-
plished by going out of Mitzrayim? The answer is found further on in 
Hah Lachmah Anya when it says “hashatah hacha—now we are here, 
l’shana habah bnei chorin—by next year we will be free men”.

Yetzias Mitzrayim accomplished an enormous thing, it paved the way 
for the Geula Sh’leima. Therefore, we are able to fulfill the mitzvah of 
Yetzias Mitzrayim on this night by telling the story of the yetzia prop-
erly, as if we are personally getting out of the bondage of Mitzrayim.

This is the general answer, and the details of the answer are explained 
further in the Haggadah after “Avodim Hayenu.” B’ezras Hashem, I 
will go into the detail of the Haggadah by my father’s Seder this year 
Pesach.

The thought of not going out of Mitzrayim completely would be like 
not going out of a place like prison completely. B’ezras Hashem I will 
be freed from this place of prison even before this year Pesach and 
there is no part of me that I want to leave behind. However, how do 
we go out of Mitzrayim and our personal Goliyos and not leave a part 
of ourselves behind?

In The Zechus of Emunah

Chazal tell us, “B’zchus ha’emunah nigalu avoseinu mi’Mitzrayim,” It 
was in the zechus of Emunah that our parents were freed from Mitz-
rayim. The emphasis is on the word emunah and not hakorah which 
means recognition. What’s the difference between emunah and 
hakorah and what is so special about Emunah that Yetzias Mitzrayim 
only happened because of the emunah of the Yidden?
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Recognition By The Nations

The righteous among the other nations admit to the existence of 
the Creator. However, this isn’t coming from an inyan of emunah but 
rather it’s a derivative of their hakorah sichlis—their logical recogni-
tion. Through their contemplation of the existence of the world using 
the basic concept of Ein davar oseh es atzmo, they came to the logi-
cal conclusion of the existence of the Creator. However, the concept 
of godliness—as it is by itself—is not understood by them. There-
fore, their recognition and admission of the Creator is reduced to 
only what the existence of the world compels them to recognize and 
nothing more. They can only recognize and admit to the godliness 
that is connected with the world, which is the level that is contracted 
in the clothes of Nature, but they do not know and don’t admit to the 
godliness that is higher than the world and nature.

The Emunah of The Yidden

On the contrary, emunah by Yidden is not derived from the existence 
of the world because the very essence and the nature of a Yid is con-
nected with Godliness. The Yid has a Neshama and therefore Godli-
ness itself is absorbed within us. This is why we see emunah by Yidden 
is not limited to the limitations of nature, because the world and 
nature include the Godliness that is higher than nature. The Yid 
seeks to find miracles in nature while the goy seeks to find 
the nature in miracles. The Non-Jew looks at everything in the 
world as nature. It is only when he bumps into a phenomenon that 
is in the realm of an open miracle which has no place in nature, that 
he is forced to admit that it comes from Hashem. This can be seen 
by the chartumai Mitzrayim when they were forced to admit, “etzbah 
ֵElokim hee” after makas kinim. Even then, the goy will sometimes 
still try to clothe the miracle and claim it is nature. However, the Yid 
does the opposite; the Yid will immediately search to find the Godli-
ness in every phenomenon. When a Yid bumps into something which 
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seems like full-fledged nature he will stand up and proclaim with all 
his might that this isn’t nature, this is G-dliness. The Gemara asks, 
why does a Yid plant his seeds in the ground? We know the answer is 
because he is maamin b’chai ha’olamim v’zoraya, even though, in the 
natural course of the world, everyone plants seeds in the ground. 
However, a Yid doesn’t rely on the law of nature at all, but rather 
detroys a seed with his own hands by burying it in the ground, and 
shows that he does this only because he has Emunah and Bitachon in 
Hashem that he will make the seed grow.

When a person wants to fool himself, he is able to explain the great-
est nes as a natural phenomenon, even a nes as great as Kriyas Yam 
Suf. The Midrash says that when the waters of the sea split all the 
waters throughout the water split, too. The nations of the world saw 
this and began to inquire about the reason for this. It was then that 
they found out about Kriyas Yam Suf and fear and trembling fell upon 
them. If Hashem had only split the Yam Suf it would’ve been clear 
to see that it was a nes being made specifically for the purpose of 
saving the Yidden. However, since all the waters of the world split, 
that made it possible to explain that it was a phenomenon that could 
be explained by Nature. The reason Hashem allows for people to 
make this mistake is to give them free choice in their actions. Now 
we understand what chazal say “in the zechus of emunah our forefa-
thers were freed from Egypt.

Mitzrayim means limitations or borders and a person can be limited 
in two ways. There is a Mitzrayim d’kedusha which is the place where 
the Yid has a hakarah, he recognizes in G-dliness that is limited to 
his reasoning, understanding and feelings. When a person serves 
Hashem with the limitations of his seichel and Middos—but does not 
go beyond his limitations to serve Hashem with bitul and kabolas ol 
from the essence of his Neshama—he is still in a Mitzrayim. Because, 
he is limiting his Neshama from expressing it’s true existence. If a 
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person has the need to explain things in the world in English and 
scientific terms without seeing in them the Godliness that is higher 
than nature, his Neshama is still in a Mitzrayim. However, since these 
limitations are in the realm of Kedusha why does one need to go out? 
Because, this type of Mitzrayim creates the roots for the second type 
of Mitzrayim. The Mitzrayim d’klipah which describes the one who 
totally forgets about G-dliness, Chas Veshalom, and descends down 
into the 49 gates of tumah. Emunah is so important to be able to com-
pletely go out of Mitzrayim because Emunah means the Yid is not rec-
ognizing the ways of the world and limitations of tevah.

This applies not only to spiritual matters but to physical matters as 
well. Going completely out of Mitzrayim begins with going out of our 
natural limitations within ourselves. Beyond the way the nations see 
the world, beyond their limited thinking.

The essence of the Yid is always connected to Hashem Who is above 
all limitations.

By allowing the essence of our Neshama to express itself in the way we 
think—to think Jewish—and allow our Neshamos to guide the way 
we feel about everyday things in our lives. And when we are attracted 
to Yiddishe things and are fearful of things that are the ways of the 
nations. We will then completely go out of Mitzrayim and we will be 
zoche to the Geula sheleima, and there will be no more poverty and 
no reshaim. It will be only Chachamim from Hashem that will fill the 
world. Yehi Ratzon from Hashem Yisbareich to give every Yid his and 
her Geula Proti and Klali with Moshiach.

A gutten un freilichin un nissimdiker Shabbos Hagadol un Pesach.
Lokeil gomer olai....nochon libi oshiron vazameira.
Podeh b’shalom nafshi.
Besuras tovos didan netzach.
Shalom Mordechai Halevi Ben Rivka, Sheyichye.
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ESCAPE LIMITATIONS WITH A SWEET DOSE OF 
THE INFINITE

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Reb Pinchas, All
Date: 5 Nissan, 5776

B”H

Dedicated to our dear Shvoger Reb Yosef Yitzchok Ben Sholom Dov 
Ber
Pesach Hai, Tuf Shin Ayin Vov
Tyere Reb Pinchas, Askanim, and Family sheyichyu,

Sholom Uvracha, We say immediately in the beginning of the Hagga-
dah, “Avodim hoyinu l’Paraoh b’Mitzrayim vayotziainu Hashem Elokainu 
meshom beyad chazakah uv’zroah netuyah.....mitzvoh alainu l’saper b’Ye-
tzias Mitzrayim, v’chol hamarbeh lesaper b’Yetzias Mitzrayim harai zeh 
meshubach.” This means, “We have the Mitzvah to speak about going 
out of Mitzrayim, and - all who increase in speaking about Yetzias 
Mitzrayim, this is praiseworthy.” The Haggadah continues and brings 
us the story that shows us how this is done - the story of the 5 Tan-
naim who spoke about Yetzias Mitzrayim all night, until the talmidim 
came to tell them it’s time for Kriyas Shema shel Shacharis, when it 
was daytime already! A klutz kasha! The Haggadah tells us that speak-
ing about going out of Mitzrayim is a Mitzvah. But why is this Mitz-
vah different from all Mitzvos?

Every Mitzvah has an exact shiur - amount required in order to fulfill 
the obligation of the mitzvah. For example, the mitzvah of matzah is 
a k’zayis. Drinking the cups of wine is a revi’is. For example, the mitz-
vah of maror requires a k’zayis. So why isn’t there a shiur given that 



ESCAPE LiMiTATiONS WiTH A SWEET DOSE OF THE iNFiNiTE |   203

defines the exact amount we need to speak in order to fulfill the mitz-
vah?! In fact, the Haggadah only speaks about all night - does that 
mean that any less doesn’t count?! How can we understand this?

The Baal Shem Tov says that a Yid needs to take a lesson in his avodas 
Hashem from everything he sees and hears. Really this question came 
through the lessons I am learning from a place called prison! I had 
firm bitachon in Hashem Yisbareich and I am freed now from the place 
called prison and reunited with my family and friends for this Pesach. 
Baruch Hashem my heart is full of thanks and praise to Hashem Yisba-
reich for taking me out from the Mitzrayim called prison and I know 
with certainty that we will be speaking all night of all the wonders 
and miracles that Hakadosh Baruch Hu did for me and my family by 
taking me out from the Mitzrayim called prison. Because our hearts 
are full of thanks to Hakadosh Baruch Hu for His infinite Chesed and 
rachamim that is endless even to those who are not deserving, we 
will continue speaking of Hashem’s greatness all night. And thus, 
only because we must fulfill the mitzvah of Kriyas Shema when the 
sun comes up in the morning will we be forced to stop saying Kriyas 
Shema.

So the lesson in our Avodas Hashem is that this applies to the way 
we need to do the Seder and speak about Yetzias Mitzrayim. The Hag-
gadah does give us the exact shiur required of how much we need to 
speak of going out of Mitzrayim. Our hearts must be full of thanks 
and praise for the fact that Hashem took us out of Mitzrayim because, 
as it says, “If Hashem didn’t take us out of Mitzrayim, we would still 
be slaves to Pharaoh!” We need to act by the Seder like we ourselves 
are going out of Mitzrayim, and therefore we see and feel Hashem 
Yisbareich’s infinite Chesed and Rachamim to take us out of bondage 
to Pharaoh and Mitzrayim with a strong hand, wonders and nissim. 
When our hearts are so full of thanks and praise to Hashem Yisbareich 
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we will be speaking about it all night - interrupted only by the need 
to do the Mitzvah of Hashem.

Thus, the required “shiur” for speaking about going out of Mitzrayim 
is to make our hearts full of thanks and praise to Hashem Yisbareich 
and then automatically we will be speaking about going out of Mitz-
rayim all night!

To help us feel the cheirus of the Seder night, the Chachamim teach 
us to do certain actions. The Chinuch writes, “Kee acharei hapeulos 
nimshochim hal’vovos, ve’adam nifal kefi p’ulosav,” meaning, “the heart 
is pulled by the actions of the person, and the person is impressed 
according to his actions.”

Our action of eating the Matzah gives us Emunah in Hashem, and so 
too by every action we do during the Seder! This is also a good lesson 
for the chinuch of our children and for ourselves. It’s a lesson to do as 
many good things as we can because that is what molds us! We are 
affected and impressed by our actions!

Also, think about what the Rebbe brings in the Haggadah from the 
Maharal, “Y’hai kol adam.” This means that every person should be 
with awe and fear to fulfill what the Chachamim established for us 
to do at the Seder and in the Haggadah, and nothing should be con-
sidered trivial in our eyes. Even though there are many things at the 
Seder that could seem - in the eyes of the person - that there is no 
emphasis on them, he should understand in his mind that there is 
not one empty thing in them!

We sit b’heseibah to feel the cheirus by the Seder. As the Shulchan 
Aruch explains, we need to sit in the way of cheirus because in every 
generation, the person must conduct himself as if he is going out 
now from the servitude of Mitzrayim. This is why he needs to do all 
the things on Seder night in the way of cheirus.
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By farbrengens, I heard the Rebbe say many times, “the Torah’s Mitz-
vah – command - itself is the Koach for us to be able to do the Mitz-
vah because Hashem wouldn’t ask us to do something he doesn’t give 
us Koach to fulfill!” The fact that Hashem gives us the Mitzvah is, in 
itself, the Koach we need to do the Mitzvah. Hashem helps us do what 
He commands us to do, and since we have the Mitzvah to feel like we 
ourselves are going out of Mitzrayim, this means we are able to 
feel it. Hashem Yisbareich will make sure that we will be able to sit 
by the Seder together and be b’hesaibah, to truly feel like we are going 
out from servitude in Mitzrayim as b’nei chorin.

Everybody seems to think they know what “cheirus” means, but what 
does servitude feel like? A person in a place called prison is able to 
not only explain what servitude in Mitzrayim means, but he is also 
able to “feel” the Mitzrayim, which is the boundaries and limitations 
he is forced to be in! He is forced to be in limitations that do not 
allow him to express his true self, which is Mitzrayim, and the easiest 
way to understand this is by realizing that he is not able to go where 
he wants to! Limitations like that affect him in many ways which 
restrict him from being his true self! The Yid’s true self is his Nefesh 
Elokis, his Neshama, which is a “chelek Eloika mima’al mamash.”

For those who are not in a place called prison, there is another type 
of servitude he could be in, another place of Mitzrayim. Every Yid 
has two nefoshos: the Nefesh Habehamis - the animal soul - for the 
physical life, which comes from the klipas nogah, and his Nefesh 
Elokis, his Neshama, which is, “cheilek Eloka mema’al mamosh,” and is 
even higher than the Malachim, and is completely batul - one - with 
Hashem Yisbareich.

The limitations and boundaries are placed on the person who suc-
cumbs to his very own nefesh habehamis, which hides his Nefesh Elokis 
from being able to reveal and express itself. The Yid as he truly is, in 
his very essence, is a G-dly being who is not confined to the limita-
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tions of the world. He needs to know that even though he finds him-
self in this world which is a world of klipos, a place where reshaim are 
stronger, there is no one who is a boss over him; he is not under the 
rule of Pharaoh, the king of limitations!

A Yid serves only Hashem Yisbareich, which makes him an eved to 
Hashem only. Even though the yetzer hara and the Nefesh Habehamis, 
which is Pharaoh and Mitzrayim, work very diligently to limit the 
Yid with their limitations and boundaries, to shackle and limit the 
Nefesh Elokis, to enslave the Yidden by taking away their geshmake in 
Torah and Mitzvos, the Yid is able to free himself from the inner “Pha-
raoh and Mitzrayim,” their limitations and confinements.

The Yid frees himself from the servitude to Pharaoh by standing 
strong with the kabalas ol of Hashem, by accepting upon himself the 
kabalas ol Malchus Shamayim and saying shema. When he is deter-
mined to serve only Hashem Yisbareich and be above all the limita-
tions of the world, and when he is determined to not serve Pharaoh, 
the king of limitations in regard to everything that pertains any 
action, he will make certain that his actions will be only in a way that 
Hashem wants him to do it. This is the way the Yid goes out from ser-
vitude to Mitzrayim and stands by “Pi Hachirois.”

But this is alone will not take the Yid completely out of Mitzrayim! 
Just like after the Yidden left Mitzrayim, Pharaoh and his helpers 
were able to chase after the Yidden; they wanted to capture them 
and take back as slaves to Mitzrayim, rachmanah litzlan! And this was 
even after the Yidden reached the place of Pi Hachirois, which means 
the mouth of freedom. Because the “law” of Mitzrayim was that any 
slave who reaches Pi Hachirois is free! But Pharaoh ignored the laws of 
his own land and chased after the Yidden to make them slaves again!

He and his people were violating their own laws which said that a 
slave who reaches Pi Hachiros is free! (This Pharaoh and his helpers 
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exist today also! And we have Bitachon that Hashem Yisbareich will 
make the nissim to destroy them as Pharaoh and his people were 
destroyed in the Yam Suf and we will be free!) It’s only after the nes 
of Kriyas Yam Suf and Pharaoh and all his people were drowned in the 
Yam Suf that the Yidden were finally rid of any fear to be a slave to 
Pharaoh in Mitzrayim!

So too, in the spiritual battle to be free from the nefesh habehamis 
and the yetzer hara. Even though the Yid is able to go out of Mitz-
rayim by having the kabolas ol in doing only what Hashem wants him 
to do, and through this he is able to go out of Mitzrayim, but it is not 
a complete Yetzias Mitzrayim!

This is because he is doing the mitzvos but doesn’t have a geshmak in 
getlichkeit! Instead, he is doing everything only with kabbolas ol, and 
therefore there is still under pharaoh and his army who will chase 
after him and try to enslave him again. This means the limitations 
of the yetzer harah and the nefesh habehamis and the heelem of the 
world will fight against him to limit and hide the light of the nefesh 
eloikis! Therefore, there needs to be the avodah which brings a com-
plete going out of Mitzrayim, which is “kriyas yam suf”! Turning the 
“yam” [ocean] into dry land means, revealing the koiach Eloki [the 
G-dly strength] that is hidden in the creation, just like the ocean 
waters cover over the deep ocean life and everything that is in it, and 
bringing it out in a revealed way! When revealed, it is like the dry 
land where everything is seen! So the nes of kriyas yam means reveal-
ing the G-dliness which is in the world. When the yid does his avodah 
in a way that he see the G-dliness in everything, (like the Baal Shem 
Tov says, to take a lesson in his avodas Hashem from everything one 
sees and hears) then he goes completely out Mitzrayim. because his 
world does not hide the light of G-dliness anymore. Aderabah, in the 
world he sees G-dliness.
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This teaches us the importance of two things. First, we need “kabo-
las ol” which frees us from Pharaoh and Mitzrayim. Then it’s import-
ant that we have the geshmak in getlichkiet, as it says, “taamu ure’u kee 
tov Hashem” [taste and see Hashem is good!] We need to taste which 
means to ingest and take in the words of Torah until we understand 
it and it becomes one with us and then we have the geshmak the plea-
sure and taanug to reveal the getlichkeit in everything in this world 
and we are above the limitations of the world forever.

Yehi ratzon from Hashem Yisbareich to give every yid his geula prati in 
these days of Nissan and Pesach with our geula klali now with moshi-
ach tzidkeinu! A kashera un freiliche un a nissimdiker Chodesh Nissan un 
Pesach.

“lakail gomer alei… nachon libi ashira v’azamrah”
“podoh besholom nafshi”
Besurois toivois didan notzach!

Sholom Mordechai Halevi Ben Rivkah, Sheyichye
(please have me in mind by the seder also)
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THE BEST WAY TO GET OUT IS NOT TO FALL IN

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Family
Date: 20 Nissan, 5776

B”H

Erev Shev’iei Shel Pesach
Dear Kinderlach sheyichyu :)
A freilichen un a nissimdiker Pesach :)
The Yom Tov of Pesach is not limited to the days of Pesach alone,

Rather, from Pesach we take the Koach to be freed from all our lim-
itations all the days of the Year :) We should celebrating Pesach prop-
erly and feeling the cheirus because we are going out of Mitzrayim. If 
we see ourselves leaving our own Mitzrayim and we thank Hakadosh 
Baruch Hu for taking us out, then Hashem Yisbareich gives us the 
Koach to be free from all those who seek to limit and enslave us.

Baruch Hashem we are coming from the first days of “Zman Cheiru-
seinu” into the second days of “Zman Cheiruseinu”. We are thanking 
Hashem for freeing us from all the limitations we are in!

Free from both!

1) From the limitations imposed upon us by others, like Pharaoh and 
his Mitzrim. Freeing ourselves from the pressure to think like the 
nations of the world, who are “trapped” in the way of nature. This 
causes our feelings to Hashem to be limited, which then causes our 
actions of serving Hashem to be limited and confined, as in Mitzrayim!

2)From the limitations that a person places on himself. This is further
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divided into 2 categories.

1. The limitations of the person’s “nature”, which confines him to 
think and feel according to his nature.

2. The limitations a person establishes on his own, through his seichel 
limited in the world,

and through the things the person does out of habit etc.

How do can free ourselves from Pharaoh and Mitzrayim?

The best way is for us to do what Shevet Levi did. Shevet Levi was 
never enslaved in Mitzrayim! This was possible because they never 
allowed themselves to come under the “rule” of Pharaoh! The Yidden 
always learned in the yeshivos that Yaakov set up in Mitzrayim.

Their “toil” was in learning Torah until then Pharaoh came to the 
Yidden with a brick around his neck and asked them to leave their 
learning Torah. All the Yidden, with the exception of Shevet Levi, 
thought it was good idea to show their loyalty to the earthly king. 
They stopped their serving of Hashem and went to work with Pha-
raoh the king of Egypt. Once they left their serving of Hashem, it was 
possible for Pharaoh to force them to serve him entirely; they were 
in Golus Mitzrayim! They were then forced to do hard labor! All this 
started by them giving in “only a little” to Pharaoh! The same is true 
when a person gives in to his Yetzer Harah. It begins with a small 
heter and then continues until he is completely trapped in the limita-
tions of the Yetzer Harah!

However, Shevet Levi continued to learn and serve Hashem, and so 
Pharaoh was never able to have any rule over Shevet Levi!

The Rebbe asks, since the gezeirah by Bris Bein Ha’bsorim with Avro-
hom Avinu was for all the Yidden to be a in Golus Mitzrayim, how was 
Shevet Levi able to avoid the Shibud Miztrayim?
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The bigger question is, since the “Rechush Gadol” was directly con-
nected to the hard work in Mitzrayim, as this was a part of the prom-
ise to Avraham Avinu, then how did Shevet Levi get a part in this 
“Rechush Gadol”?

The explanation is, the fact the Shevet Levi did not have the maleches 
hashibud was not because they didn’t have the connection to Golus 
Mitzrayim. Rather, this was a part of the way the shibud Mitzrayim 
should have been!

The purpose of shibud Mitzrayim was not chas v’shalom to torture 
Yidden! Rather, it was for the alliyah, the ascent that they would have 
from the “Kur Habarzel” of Miztrayim, which caused a refinement by 
the Yidden :)

But from the difficult shibud in Mitzrayim, it became possible for the 
Yidden not to ascend

but to fall down into the tumah of Mitzrayim! Therefore, there needed 
to be the type of Yidden who were higher than the shibud, the slavery 
of Mitzrayim, and they will be mashpiah on the Yidden so that they 
will fulfill the purpose of Golus Mitzrayim, which was to go out with 
a great treasure physically and spiritually with all the holy sparks of 
Kedusha in Mitzrayim!

This was the Avodah of Shevet Levi. They were the ones who lived 
higher than the limitations of Mitzrayim.They were mashpiah to 
teach the Yidden to be able to rise above the tumah of Mitzrayim and 
not be dragged down chas v‘shalom. This means, they were a part of 
the Shiud Mitzrayim and so they had a part of the Rechush Gadol as 
well :)

Kinderlach, the best thing to do is to be like Shevet Levi and continue 
serving Hashem by learning Torah, doing Mitzvos and teaching the 



THE BEST WAY TO GET OuT iS NOT TO FALL iN |   212

Yidden to do the same. That is the best way to be freed of the rule of 
Pharaoh and the Mitzriyim!

It says in the Midrash that Avraham Avinu was given the choice of 
what he wants for his Children. They can either go down into gehi-
nom or malchiyos, Golus. Avraham chose Golus.

The Rebbe Rayatz asks, Avraham Avinu was the tachlis of tov and 
Chesed. He was able to find a zechus for Yishmael. How is it possible 
that he didn’t find a zechus for the Yidden to be able to say that they 
should not go down into Gehinnom and not go down into Golus?!?!

He answers, the Pasuk says “Ki ger yihye zarecha b’eretz lo lahem”. 
The word “lo lahem” is extra because once they are strangers in a 
land, then it is already “lo lahem”, not theirs!

The Pasuk is hinting that the Golus is takeh lo lahem! The reason that 
the Yidden are forced to go into Golus is not theirs! Hashem is telling 
Avraham Avinu “hub kain moreh nit”! The reason that your children 
will be strangers in a land that is not theirs is “lo lahem”. It is not for 
them! Rather, it is in order for them to refine the holy sparks from 
there, and therefore they will go out with a great wealth!

“V’avadum” means they will enslave Mitzrayim!

“V’einu osam” means they will impoverish the Mitzriyim and make 
them paupers! This will happen because the Yidden will take out all 
the wealth of Mitrzrayim, and the Yidden will go out with a great 
wealth :)

Just as it was by Golus Mitzrayim, that is how it is in our Golus. The 
main reason for this Golus is not as a punishment for our sins. Rather, 
it is to refine the holy sparks!

With this we can understand the ma’amar Chazal, “Echad mehem 
golah lebarbaviyah...”. One of you will go into Golus in Barbaviyah 
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and one of you will go into Golus in Smatriya and it will considered as 
if all Yidden are in Golus.

Lechorah, how is it possible to say that one Yid is able to clean all the 
sins of the Yidden?

But as explained, we understand that the main reason for the Golus 
is to refine the holy sparks, and then it is possible to consider that 
when one Yid is sent into Golus in a place and works hard, then 
Hashem sends him hatzlacha to gather and purify all the holy sparks 
in that place. Then he completes the purpose of Golus and prepares 
that country for the coming of Moshiach, who will reveal the great 
wealth of the holy sparks we refined in this Golus.

There are two levels to going out of Mitzrayim. There is the beginning, 
and the completion. The actual going out of Mitzrayim was breaking 
away from serving Pharaoh and Mitzrayim. In our spiritual Avodah it 
is when we break away from serving the Yetzer Hara and take upon 
ourselves the yoke of heaven to serve Hashem Yisbareich.

However, that does not mean that we are rid of the Yetzer Hara. He 
is still able to chase us. Just like by Yetzias Mitzrayim, the Yidden left 
Mitzrayim but were still chased by Pharaoh and his army of help-
ers. It was only after Kriyas Yam Suf, when Pharaoh and the Mitzrim 
drowned, that the going out of Mitzrayim was completed.

Even though doing Torah and Mitzvos with kabbalas ol is the foun-
dation of our serving Hashem, we still need to reveal the G-dliness in 
everything in order to have the enjoyment of the Mitzvah. we have to 
have a geshmak to serve Hashem by learning his Torah and doing his 
Mitzvos, which is possible by revealing the G-dliness of our Neshama 
and the world!
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This is the inyan of Kriyas Yam Suf, the splitting of the Yam. Revealing 
what is in it hints to the revealing of the Getlichkeit of our Neshama; 
to reveal the life in being connected with Hashem Yisboraich.

When the Yidden looked and saw Pharaoh and his army descending 
upon them, they split into four groups with four different strategies 
on how they should act. One group said they should throw them-
selves into the sea. They said, Better to die in the water than become 
slaves to Pharaoh again! The second group said they should return to 
Mitzrayim. They gave up any hope of being saved.The third group said 
they should go and fight Pharaoh and his men!

The last group said they should daven to Hashem!

All these ideas were refuted by Moshe Rabbeinu when he said to the 
Yidden, “Al tirum. Hisyatzvu ur’eu es yeshuas Hashem asher ya’aseh 
lachem hayom, ki asher re’isem Mitzrayim hayom, lo sosifu lirosam 
od ad olam. Hashem yilachem lachem v’atem tacharishun.” For those 
who said they should drown in the ocean, Moshe Rabbeinu said to 
them, “Hisyatzvu ur’eu es yeshuas Hashem.”

For the group who said to return to Mitzrayim, the answer was, “Ki 
asher re’isem es Mitzrayim hayom...”

For the group who said to fight, the answer was, “Hashem yilachem 
lachem…”

For the group who said they should daven, the answer was “v’atem 
tacharishun”. Do not daven.

So, what should they do?

“Daber el B’nei Yisroel: Veyiso’u”, continue going to Har Sinai in order 
to receive the Torah, which is the tachlis of Yetzias Mitzrayim!



THE BEST WAY TO GET OuT iS NOT TO FALL iN |   215

What is the common mistake they all made? This mistake is why 
all of their arguments are answered in 1-2 pesukim. The common 
mistake they all made was to try to find the answer as to what they 
should do in their own seichel!Rather than asking what to do from 
Hashem Yisbareich through Moshe Rabbeinu, they relied on the way 
they understood what should be done. Then then each one had the 
idea that was in the way of his own nature. it is possible that each 
had a good answer, but it was a limited one, and not the way that 
Hashem wanted them to do!

What does Hashem want the Yidden to do?

They should continue in the way they are going, to Har Sinai, to bring 
themselves and the whole world to Torah at Har Sinai. To elevate and 
purify themselves at Har Sinai and become the nation of Hashem! 
This was not the time to do anything else!

Kinderlach, now is Shvi’ei Shel Pesach and we need to feel like we 
are by the Yam Suf. Now we need to do only what Hashem Yisbare-
ich wants us to do, which is to continue going forward to Har Sinai. 
Hashem Yisbareich will fight our enemies and they will drown while 
we continue through the Yam Suf with songs and shira to Hashem Yis-
bareich. “Bayamim haheim bazman hazeh”. We need to have Emunah 
and Bitachon in Hashem Yisbareich and continue on with learning 
Torah, doing Mitzvos, and teaching the Yidden to do the same. Then 
Hashem Yisbareich will fight and drown all our enemies forever!

Yehi Ratzon from Hashem Yisbareich to give every kid and her or her 
Geula prati with our Geula klali now with Moshiach Tzidkeinu :)



THE BEST WAY TO GET OuT iS NOT TO FALL iN |   216

A gutten un freilichen un nissimdiker Yom Tov :)
Lokeil gomer alai… nochon libi oshirah v’azamrah :)
Podeh b’shalom nafshi :)
Besuros tovos didan notzach :)

Tatty :)
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FILL YOUR PILLOWCASE WITH MITZVOS

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Reb Pinchas, All
Date: 29 Nissan, 5776

Baruch Hashem

Shabbos Parshas Acharai Mos
Shabbos Mevorchim Choidesh Iyar - “Ani Hashem Roifecho”
Shabbos Mochor Choidesh
Tyere Reb Pinchas, Askanim and Family, sheyichyu,
Shalom u’vracha.

We are now in the week after Pesach and baruch Hashem we are able 
to bring the cheirus we took from the Pesach Seder and the whole 
Pesach into every day of the year to bring our Geula Sheleimah now 
with Moshiach Tzidkeinu.

There is a lot to share with you about celebrating Pesach, Zman Chei-
ruseinu, in a place called Prison, a place designed to have a teivadiker 
pull, like gravity, which causes the person who descends into it to 
forget the “mechzeh d’hai alma,” the scene of this world.

Similarly, the days, weeks, months and years spent in a place called 
Prison is designed to cause a person to forget the “scene of this 
world”, of what life free to serve Hashem without limitations looks 
like.

The Seder table becomes a folding table covered by a white sheet, 
set up in a room without windows. There are multiple Sedarim in 
one room, without family, without friends, without ample time to 
do the Seder, without the ability to continue speaking about Yetzias 
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Mitzrayim with others after the clock strikes 11:30-45. It’s a place 
where everything is done in a “Kemoh” style, and the Avodah of the 
Yid is to overcome all of these limitations and raise himself above 
the place and truly see himself leaving Mitzrayim. Leaving Mitzrayim 
is the code word for leaving all types of limitations, which can only 
be done with the Koach from Hashem Yisbareich that we get by doing 
the holy Mitzvos, and minhagim specifically, and with hiddurim that 
show that we are living with Hashem Yisbareich and His Mitzvos.

This is what makes us Yidden truly free.

Some Yidden noticed the many Mitzvos, minhagim and hidurim 
Yidden do on Pesach, and they spoke about it with a negative tone of 
“Why would someone want to do that?” and “It’s what they do!”

Not wanting to allow such comments go unanswered, I shared with 
them a mashal I heard by a farbrengen.

It was a hot summer day. A man was seen walking up a hill carrying 
a heavy sack. Someone, wanting to help, approached and suggested 
that he leave his sack on the side of the road so he could walk with 
greater ease. But the man explained the sack didn’t feel heavy to him 
at all!

Actually, he was enjoying carrying the heavy sack because it was full 
of heavy precious stones worth a fortune that he picked up on the 
way up the hill! He said that if he sees more of the precious stones he 
will gladly pick them up and take them home.

So, when a Mitzvah is seen as a precious diamond then it’s easy to do 
it even when it takes some extra effort.

I remembered the story of when I was thrown into a place called jail 
in that state.
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I was given two sheets, one empty pillow case, one towel, and a plas-
tic cup, and taken to a cell.

Looking at the empty pillow case I wondered, where was the pillow? 
Why give a pillow case and no pillow?!

The Baal Shem Tov says, from everything a Yid hears and sees he 
needs to take a lesson in his Avodas Hashem, and there is a lesson to 
learn from the empty pillow case in our Avodas Hashem.

Baruch Hashem I understood it with a story about Hershel Ostrepoler:

A very poor Yid came into shul one morning and told his friend that 
he couldn’t sleep the night before and his neck hurt!

His friend asked, “Did you use a pillow?”

Hershel: What’s a pillow?

Friend: The rich people buy a lot of goose feathers and place them 
into a sack which becomes a pillow. They sleep with their head on the 
pillow filled with goose feathers, and the sleep is good and there’s no 
stiff neck! I suggest you go and make yourself a pillow.

Hershel went to the store, but found out that goose feathers are very 
expensive, and he didn’t have money to buy a lot of goose feathers, 
so he bought 15 feathers and placed them into a sack. Then, he dili-
gently placed his head on the corner of the “pillow” above the goose 
feathers, expecting to sleep well.

But he couldn’t sleep all night, and his neck hurt him even more than 
before!

The next morning, he met his friend, and told him that he is very 
lucky that he only bought 15 goose feathers! Because if 15 goose 
feathers gave him such a bad stiff neck, what would happen to him 
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if he filled up his sack with a lot of goose feathers?! He surely would 
have broken his back!

Looking at the empty pillow case, one could see that we need to fill 
up our “case” with Emunah and Bitachon and Torah and Mitzvos to 
truly be comfortable and happy. A few Mitzvos is like placing a few 
feathers in the pillow case and expecting to have the comfort of a full 
pillow! There are 613 Mitzvos which correspond with the 613 connec-
tions every Neshama needs to be connected with Hashem Yisbareich. 
So it’s davka when the Yid does more and more Torah and Mitzvos, 
filling his life with Torah and Mitzvos that he will be able to feel truly 
free to his very essence, with his Neshama connected with Hashem 
Yisbareich.

Our Parshah begins with the Avodah of the Kohen Gadol on Yom 
Kippur, and the mishneh describes the end of the Kohen Gadol’s 
Avodah on Yom Kippur: “...he was mekadesh his hands and feet and 
took off his bigdei zahav and they brought him his own clothes, which 
he put on, and they escorted him to his home, and he would make 
a Yom Tov for his friends, ‘besha’ah’- in the time ‘sheyatzah’- he went 
out, ‘besholom’ - in peace from the Kodesh.

Others correct the words to read, ‘al sheyatzah, because he went out, 
beshalom min hakodesh, in peace from the Kodesh!

The reason for this correction is explained by Meforshim: How could 
the Kohen Gadol make a Yom Tov in the time that he went out from 
the Holy of Holies if it’s a fast day? Therefore, the mishneh needs to 
say that he made the Yom Tov “al sheyatzah”, because he went out. 
And the Kohen Gadol made a Yom Tov, not on Yom Kippur, but the 
day after Yom Kippur. (The Rambam writes like this also.)

However, there are other Meforshim who don’t agree, stating that 
there is no problem to begin with!
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It’s possible that in the time it took for the Kohen Gadol to light the 
Menorah in the afternoon, put on his clothes and walk in an honored 
and relaxed fashion until he reached his home, it would be nighttime 
already. Then it’s possible for the Kohen Gadol to make the Yom Tov 
that night, and it was after he left the Kodesh!

The explanation given to explain the essential difference between of 
these two opinions is based on why the Kohen Gadol made this Yom 
Tov.

1. The Yom Tov was an expression of todah, thanks, that he went out 
from a makom sakanah, place of danger, similar to the four instances 
that one needs to thank Hashem for going out from danger. (i.e. Trav-
eled through the desert, Was in a place called Prison, Was sick or 
Crossed an ocean)

If a Kohen Gadol was not worthy to enter the Holy of Holies, he did 
not go out from the Holy of Holies alive!

This is why the Kohen Gadol did not daven for a long time when he 
was in the Holy of Holies. He did not want to frighten the Yidden 
to think that he died, that maybe he died in the same way many 
Kohanim Gedolim died in the Holy of Holies if they were not worthy 
or if something happened with the maaseh haketores.

2. The Yom Tov was because his actions (and tefillos) were accepted 
in front of Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Proof is that he went out in peace 
(or because he was so happy to have served Hashem in the Holy of 
Holies).

The two ways to learn the Mishnah correspond with these two 
reasons.

According to those who learn “Besha’ah sheyatzah”, meaning the 
Kohen Gadol made the Yom Tov in the same time he went out, mean-
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ing that it was a continuation of his Avodah, then the Yom Tov is like 
the second way, because the Kohen Gadol was so happy that his 
actions were accepted by Hashem; therefore, the Yom Tov is a contin-
uation of the Avodah that he did as the Kohen Gadol the same day!

According to those who learn “AL Sheyotzoh,” meaning the Yom Tov 
was because he went out in peace from the Holy of Holies, which 
means the reason is like the first way, it’s not connected to his Avodah 
being accepted and it’s a Yom Tov to give todah, thanks, because he 
went out in peace from the Holy of Holies.

When we learn the Rambam we see that he emphasizes that the 
simcha was not only his own personal simcha; the Rambam adds that 
it was kol ho’om, the whole nation, who escorted him to his home, and 
then he omits that he made the Yom Tov for his friends and says, the 
Yom Tov was for all the Yidden who escorted him home, and not only 
for his friends.

From this we see that even though the Yom Tov was because he went 
out in peace, and not for his Avodah of Yom Kippur being accepted, 
the Yom Tov was still a part of the Avodah of Yom Kippur, which is 
why all the Yidden participated in escorting the Kohen Gadol and in 
the Yom Tov he made - because the Kohen Gadol did the Avodah of 
Yom Kippur as their shliach and brought the kochos of all the Yidden.

Going out to his home is considered as the completion and siyum of 
the Kohen Gadol’s Avodah on Yom Kippur!

The beginning of the Avodah of the Kohen Gadol was that seven days 
before Yom Kippur the Kohen Gadol was separated from his home, 
as we learn from the way of the Kohanim by the yemei meluim, (in 
Parshas Tzav) and from Matan Torah.

Because the Avodah of Yom Kippur demands the matzav of separat-
ing the Kohen Gadol from his home, (from this we understand that 
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the separation is not a side point, to prepare him for the Avodah prop-
erly, rather, the essence of the Avodah demands there be the matzav 
of separation from his home), this means then, that his returning 
(going out) to his home, is the Siyum and completion of his Avodah!

This is why the whole nation escorted him to his home. This was not 
only for the reason of giving him kavod, rather, (and mainly), in order 
to show and emphasize that his going out to his home is a part of his 
Avodah of this day and therefore it’s connected to the whole nation!

And this is why he made a Yom Tov.

From one side, it was a todah saying thanks to Hashem for him going 
out from the Kodesh in peace and not as thanks for the Avodah.

On the other hand, his Yom Tov is connected to the whole nation, 
because his going out to his home is also part of the Avodah that 
the Kohen Gadol does on this day, which is not completed until he 
finds himself in his home. Since the Kohen Gadol is the shliach of the 
whole nation, the simcha of his going out from the Kodesh in peace, 
the simcha of the completion of the Avodah, is also the simcha of the 
whole Yiddishe nation.

Yehi Ratzon from Hashem Yisbareich to complete the Avodah.
A gutten un a freilichen nissimdiker Shabbos un chodesh
lokail gomer olai.....nachon libi ashirah v’azamrah
podoh besholom nafshi :)
Besuros tovos didan notzach

Shalom Mordechai Halevi ben Rivka sheyichye
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PREPARING FOR PESACH IS PART OF PESACH

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Dovid, Eli, More
Date: 1 Nissan, 5777

B”H

Rosh Chodesh Nissan, Chodesh HaGeulah!
Yom Shlishi Parshas Vayikra :)
Dear Dovid, Eli, Zalmy, and Shmuly sheyichyu :)
Shalom U’vracha :)

Boruch Hashem it is Yom Shlishi when we learn together and B’ezras 
Hashem we will be together this week.

It is an interesting Hashgacha Pratis that it is Yom Shlishi and there 
is adverse weather again. There have been many times that on Yom 
Shlishi we have had adverse weather which shortens the time for me 
to send an email :) Today there was also some other thing that I had 
to do.

The Baal Shem Tov says that a Yid needs to take a lesson in his Avodas 
Hashem from everything he sees and hears. I think the lesson is that 
we have to work for what is truly important and when something is 
not easy, that must mean that it is very important. This is why the 
Yetzer Hara tries so hard to stop it from happening, but with Hash-
em’s help we will overcome all the obstacles.

People started asking me about how Pesach was in a place called 
prison. After I answered about Pesach it occurred to me that there is 
a bigger question which is even more difficult than all the things a Yid 
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misses out on while in prison! The question should be, how are your 
‘preparations’ going for Pesach?

Sadly, in the place called prison there is no preparation! A prisoner 
goes from being completely Chametz’dik one day to totally Pesach’dik 
the next day! There is also this feeling of having an empty hole because 
the days before Pesach are no different than any other day! And so, 
one comes into Pesach as a spectator rather than a participant!

Most likely you are all very busy with Pesach preparations, some-
thing that does not exist in the place called prison.

Although they allow the Yid to have all the things he needs to make 
a Seder Pesach night, and have food that is Kosher for Pesach for the 
whole Yom Tov, there is nothing allowed in the realm of preparing for 
the festive Yom Tov Pesach.

What is the difference, you may ask. Why is preparing so important? 
The answer can be explained in many ways, but living it is the best 
way to explain it. This is because it is a world of a difference that we 
can feel!

Let me explain.

What makes Shabbos special and sets it apart from the other six days 
of the week? It is the higher level of Kedusha that comes into the 
world, or as we know it, the ‘Neshamah Yeseira’ that we receive on 
Shabbos. This is the what causes us to be more sensitive to Kedusha 
on Shabbos, compared to the other days of the week! It is because we 
have the extra ability from our Neshamah Yeseira to feel the higher 
level of Kedusha.

Hashem established Shabbos as his holy day because on this day his 
presence is more revealed in this world. This is the inner reason as to 
why working on Shabbos is so destructive. During the week it is as if 
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the king is concealed behind the walls of his palace, but on Shabbos 
it is like the King is revealed to his nation. Doing work on Shabbos is 
like doing work in the presence of the king, which is a show of great 
disrespect and rebellion to ignore the king and do something else. 
The same goes for Yom Tov. What makes Yom Tov special and set apart 
from the other weekdays?

It is the higher level of Kedusha revealed in the world. Each Yom Tov 
has its specific inyan in Kedusha that we are able to take strength 
from when we live the Yom Tov in its proper way. This is why we need 
to put our heart and soul into preparing for the Yom Tov. Then we will 
come into Yom Tov as a ‘participant’ and not as a ‘spectator’. Our pay-
back will be that we will be able enjoy the Yom Tov so much more, and 
in an infinitely greater way. We will have the ability to take in all the 
nissim of the Yom Tov into our personal lives as well. This is why it is 
so bad when we have the ‘no ability to prepare syndrome’ in a place 
called prison!

I was thinking that it is possible for there to be a similar ‘not prepar-
ing for Pesach syndrome’ in the place called freedom.

I am sure you remember Pesach in your parents’ home. After Purim 
the whole house starts going through a total transformation. The 
house is raised higher; from ‘all year round’ Kosher to ‘Kosher for 
Pesach’. It was something we could feel in the air and in the home 
itself as everything in the home was raised to a higher level. Us chil-
dren would join in to help the home transcend its previous existence 
to greater place to live. The clothes, the dishes, and pots, were trans-
formed to the holiness of our Yom Tov of freedom. We rose along 
with it with the feeling of true freedom, which we took with us into 
the rest of the year.

Yes, it was hard work, but the payoff was great and our parents 
instilled the joy of Pesach into us.



PREPARiNG FOR PESACH iS PART OF PESACH |   227

But, are we doing the same for our children when we change the way 
we prepare for Pesach?

What happens when our homes are not cleaned the same way for 
Pesach and just a ‘spring cleaning’ is done? What happens when we 
conveniently switch over in one day from being completely into 
Chametz,

to being completely Pesach’dik in a hotel or rented home setting?

This is all the more reason we need to learn and prepare ourselves 
even more before Pesach, so that we will have the ability to overcome 
the challenge to live with Pesach.

Since our home were not brought up to become Pesach’dik, and we 
will dwell in rented quarters, which we do not connect with because 
its not ours, the place is clean and Kosher for Pesach, but nothing 
in our life has changed For Pesach. Even the food we eat on Pesach 
is becoming less and less different from the way we eat all year! So, 
we sit down by the Seder table like a spectator ready to be aroused or 
amused.

It is not truly living with the life of Pesach, which is the true mean-
ing of Pesach!

By properly preparing and taking out all of the Chametz in our pos-
session, including the spiritual Chametz of the klipah type, and by 
learning something, we will be able to live.

We must live all the 7 days of the week as a ‘Pesach’diger Yid’, steeped 
in the message of true freedom. This truly means freedom from 
the Yetzer Hara who is likened to Chametz and be like the Matzah 
which means being humble and ready to appreciate spirituality and 
holiness.
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This idea of preparation is also connected to our Parsha. The Parsha 
begins with how a Yid is able to bring different types of Korbanos. It 
starts with the Korban Olah which was completely brought on the 
Mizbeach, and continues with other Korbanos which a Yid brings vol-
untarily from the goodness of his heart. At the end of the Parsha it 
speaks about the Chatos and Asham Korban which the Yid brought to 
atone for a sin.

The Rebbe asks a simple question. Why does the Torah begin with the 
Korbanos that are brought as a nedava and not the Korbanos that a 
Yid must bring because the Torah tells him to bring it?

Lechorah, first the Torah should tell us about what is a chiyuv, manda-
tory, and then tell us about what is voluntary?

A simple but powerful question has a simple and powerful answer. It 
is because the main part of the Korban is the Kavanah the person has 
when he brings it. As Chazal say, “Echad hamarbeh v’echod hamamit 
ubilvad sheyikaven labo lashomayim,” even the Korbanos which the Yid 
must bring to atone for his sin like the Korban Chatos.

The Ramban explains that the person who brings the Korban needs 
to have in mind while the Korban is being offered that he sinned to 
Hashem with his body and soul and it is proper for his blood be spilled 
and burnt. But, Hashem’s Chesed is unlimited and he takes the offer-
ing instead of the person!

Also, the name Korban means coming close because the idea of the 
Korban is for the Yid to come close to Hashem by the person bringing 
his talents and powers close to Hashem.

Here comes a question: Since the thought and feeling of the Korban 
is so important, why does the Torah not say anything about this in 
the Chumash?
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The answer is, this is why the Torah brings the laws of the Korban 
which was brought by the Yid on his own first. The Korban Nedava 
is brought because the Yid’s heart feels close to Hashem or wants to 
come close to Hashem. By bringing the laws of the Korban Nedava 
first, the Torah is teaching us that the main part of the Korban is to 
have our heart and soul in it just as it would be when we brought a 
voluntary offering.

On a deeper note, the Pasuk says “Adam” ki yakriv mikem.” The Torah 
is teaching us that the penimius of every Yid is that he wants to come 
close to Hashem and only needs to reveal it. This is why the Pasuk 
calls every Yid an Adam, which is the name of a high level of a Yid (see 
reference to 25 Nissan, 5773). Since a Yid does not want and is not 
able to be torn away from Hashem Yisbareich, every Yid is an Adam 
who wants to come close to Hashem.

This explains the need for us to make the proper hachanos even more. 
We have to prepare ourselves for Pesach so that when Pesach comes 
we will be into Pesach with all our heart and soul.

Dear Dovid, Eli, Zalmy, and Shmuly:

It is simple, all you need to do is learn some of the inyanim on Pesach. 
Learn the Haggadah before you tell it over to your kids so that your 
children will see you living Pesach. They will want to do it like you do 
and you will be mekayem the Mitzvah of vehigadita l’vincha properly.

If you remember the mah nishtanah, the minhag of Lubavitch is to say 
the first question is on Karpas in salt water, and then go on to the 
question of Matzah, the Maror, and then the leaning. If you analyze 
this you will see that the Karpas in salt water is only a Minhag Yisrael, 
compared to the Mitzvah from the Torah to eat Matzah and the Mitz-
vah D’rabanan to eat Maror. The question is, why is the first question 
of the child about a Minhag?
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Lechorah, first the parent should teach the child the Mitzvos in the 
Torah, then the D’rabanan and then to learn about the Minhagim? 
(This is the way other Yidden say the 4 Questions!)

The answer is, the first thing that a child notices are the minhagim 
his father does, even before the Mitzvos in the Torah. Since the night 
of Pesach is about chinuch, we follow the first thing that the child will 
ask about. This also shows us the importance of doing Yiddeshe Min-
hagim. The education of our children is dependant on the way we live 
with Pesach and the way we will be into Pesach with all our mind and 
soul is by preparing before Pesach for Pesach by making our homes 
Kosher for Pesach and learning Torah.

Yehi Ratzon from Hashem Yisbareich to give every Yid his and her geula 
prati with our geulah klali now with Moshiach Tzidkeinu.

A guten, freilichen, geula’diker Shabbos Hei Nissan. Hei is for Hallel. 
Hallel is for my freedom!
Yismach tzadik ki chaza nakom
Padeh b’shalom nafshi, Besoros tovos, Didan notzach,

Sholom Mordechai Halevi Ben Rivkah, Sheyichye :)
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INSTITUTIONALIZED IN GOLUS

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Reb Pinchas, All
Date: 3 Nissan, 5777

B”H

Shabbos Parshas Vayikroh
Tyere Reb Pinchas, Askanim, and family sheyichyu,
Shalom Uvracho,

Baruch Hashem we are in gimmel = Geulah of Nissan; the Chodesh of 
Geulah.

Now is the time when we are all preparing for the coming Chag HaPe-
sach, Chag Hageuloh. Everyone loves the idea of “cheirus”[freedom]. 
But what does freedom really mean?

The place called prison exposes a person to various illnesses, from 
other people! But one “illness” comes from the “Institution” itself 
and robs him of his Freedom, INSIDE and OUTSIDE! It even has a 
name! It’s called becoming “Institutionalized.” The symptom of this 
illness are very noticeable. One could see a prisoner act in a condi-
tioned, routine and “robotic” way. They do things without thought 
even when he is not being “ordered” to do it! These are sure signs that 
he has become an inseparable part of the “Institution,” doing things 
“instinctively”, even when there is no need for it! For example, every 
barrack has a guard who unlocks the door when the “5 Minute Move” 
is announced over the loudspeaker,

and then locks the door after the move is completed. The prisoners 
will pile up by the door waiting for the guard to come out of his office 
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and unlock the door, and then the prisoners proceed through the 
door to the other places in the prison.

What would happen If the guard would unlock the door before the 
announcement, and return to his office? After the announcement 
is made, the “Institutionalized” prisoners would come to the guards 
office and ask him to unlock the unlocked door!They have been “Insti-
tutionalized,” so they need to see the guard unlock the door before 
they could come out, and that has become ingrained in the way they 
act, even when its not needed!

Another example is in eating room. Since there are a too many pris-
oners to eat in the “dining room” at one time, one barrack is called 
at a time. The “Institutionalized” prisoners are conditioned to wait 
by the door because it’s almost “Feeding Time in the Zoo”, until the 
guard screams out CHOW! (“Nice” word for inviting people to eat) 
and they go to the eating room. Over time, they will become so con-
ditioned to go to the eating room when the CHOW call is announced, 
that they will go there even though they don’t like the meal being 
served. Prisoners could be overheard saying “I don’t like the meal 
today, so I don’t know why I came! I guess I am institutionalized 
already!”

There are a few guards standing by the exit door, inspecting to see if 
the prisoners are taking out any food. Some prisoners will be stopped 
and “Patted Down” to see if they have any food items on them.

(See how coming to the eating room is a adventure in itself) Some 
guards will be more strict than others and the fear of the “inspec-
tion” is so ingrained. One could see some prisoners “firm up” and 
“stress” or “fear,” l’havdil, the way a good Yid is like when he reads the 
“Shema” accepting upon him the yoke of heaven, even when they are 
not carrying anything out! One officer tells me, the “institutional-
ization” is also taken with them, when they leave! For example, they 
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could be sitting in their home and supper is served, yet, they will pick 
up their plate and take it to their bedroom to eat! This is institution-
alized! Or, after finishing their food by the table, they will knock on 
the table a few times, before standing up. Why? He has been “institu-
tionalized” to do this in prison! Prisoners will knock on the table to 
“notify” others that they are standing up to leave, and not standing 
up to attack them! This is institutionalized! Another example is when 
prisoners put on their boots when they go to the shower!?! Why? 
Because in prison, one must always be on guard from an attack. So 
as not to give an advantage to the attacker the prisoner will wear 
boots rather than shower slippers in which he wouldn’t be able to 
fight back! This is institutionalized!

There are many examples of this “illness” in the place called prison, 
and we could chuckle at these examples that prisoners suffer from. 
But surely we could draw a parallel to the things people do in the 
place called freedom! Doing things, for the approval of others even 
when they don’t know you! And there is NO true need for doing these 
things, and they may even be harmful! But there is this “institution” 
called “Society” and it causes a person to act like that! When you see 
a person acting in a conditioned, routine, and robotic yay, stop him 
and tell him this is why Hashem gives us Pesach, to cure ourselves 
from dangerous illness! By freeing us from all limitations!

True Freedom:

True freedom is being free from any and all limitations that limit 
us! Therefore, true freedom cannot be attained by becoming “institu-
tionalized” with physical things, because physical things are limiting 
to the neshama! No matter how attracting the thing is, every creation 
can only have what it has been endowed with by its Creator. Physi-
cal things impose themselves on people who come in contact with 
them, imprisoning them by their own limitations, which may cause 
destruction to the person!
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The whole inyan of “Yetzias Mitzrayim” is that Hakadosh Baruch Hu 
raised up the Yidden and took them out of every type of “limitation!” 
Because, Mitzrayim has the meaning of “limitations and boundaries,”

this doesn’t only refer to freedom from the concealment and lim-
itations of the body and klipah, but also from the limitations of the 
spiritual worlds, because, even a spiritual being is included in “Mitz-
rayim” since it ultimately has a “limitation” also! By Yetzias Mitz-
rayim, Hashem raised the Yidden above all limitations “Mitzrayim.” 
Hashem gave the Yidden the ability to connect with Hashem Himself, 
as He is above all creation and limitation! Through connecting with 
Hashem who is above all limitations, Yidden are raised higher than all 
limitations, and are higher than any other creation! This is the inyan 
of Matan Torah, which is the purpose of “Yetzias Mitzrayim.” Because 
Torah and Mitzvos are the vessels through which Hashem gave us 
to be able to connect with Him Himself, thus true freedom can be 
attained only through learning Torah and doing , it’s simple!

Preparing for Pesach:

People started asking me how Pesach is in a place called prison? Of 
course, there are too many things lacking when celebrating Pesach in 
a place called prison, but this year it occurred to me there is a greater 
difficulty yet! The lack of “preparation” for the Yom Tov! For the pris-
oner, the days leading up to Pesach are the same as any other day! 
There is nothing for him to do in order to prepare for the festive Yom 
Tov of Pesach! He is transferred in a “instant” from being Chametzdik 
to being Pesachdik!

The effects are real, because this causes him to come into Pesach as a 
“spectator” rather than a “participant.” Unlike the preparation in the 
place called freedom, where each day closer to Pesach,
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the person sees and feels the change from the Chametz to the Matzah. 
In the place called prison, the Yid is able to prepare only through 
Learning the inyanim of Pesach. And through learning Torah, he is 
able to raise himself above the limitations of the place. As a result 
he comes to the seder table as a participant, ready to take the kochos 
from the yom tov for the whole year. Contrary to a spectator, who 
enjoys the moment, but doesn’t take anything with him.

One of the things that has become “institutionalized” in the place 
called freedom, is the seeking to also have an “effortless” prepara-
tion for Pesach! They leave their homes and go into galus, to a foreign 
dwelling place or hotel, in order to make it “easier” for themselves, 
so they don’t have to make their “home’ Pesachdik, or cook the spe-
cial pesachdiker food! This is a commonality between the place called 
freedom and the place called prison!?! Which immediately shows 
that something is wrong! But what’s wrong with not having to pre-
pare for Pesach and coming to a set table?! Freedom is only possi-
ble when we are raised above the world and creation. We do this by 
elevating our home from the way it is all year round to the way it is 
on Pesach! The taking out of the chametz is not spring cleaning! It is 
finding and destroying all the negative aspects in our home which 
oppose yiddishkeit! We elevate our home with the holiness of matzah. 
Because humility = holiness, this is why our parents homes and our 
homes become different on Pesach. Because the home was freed from 
all unwanted limitations, therefore the family became elevated to 
become free from the non jewish way of thinking! This is all miss-
ing in a place called prison and in a place called a hotel or rental! The 
place is not in a elevated state, and the food looks and tastes just like 
the chametz food! It’s baffling that the goal of pesach food is to taste 
just like the chametz food, that’s missing the point! The body may be 
fooled to thinking its being freed from work and taking in pleasure, 
but in truth its being limited and imprisoned to the physical dimen-
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sion, while the neshama craves the true feeling of cheirus, which is 
only possible by being connected with Hashem Yisbareich!

In order to come close to Hashem Yisbareich we need to put our heart 
into our Avodah and “Avodah” means “work/effort” which is why the 
“effortless” thing, doesn’t work.

We see this in the beginning of our Parsha, Parshas Vayikra:

The order of the Korbanos in our parsha, is as follows;

1. Korban Oiloh

2. Korban Mincha

3. Korban Shlomim

These are all Korban nedava! [voluntary] Meaning, the yid brings the 
korban voluntarily, from the goodness of his heart! After, the parsha 
teaches the dinim of the chatas and the asham, which are korbanos 
chovoh! [obligatory] Meaning; the yid who did an aveirah, is obligated 
to bring these korbanos.

So, the question is, why does the torah begin the parsha of korbanois, 
with the korbanois nedavah? Lechoirah, first the torah should teach 
the korbanois we are obligated to bring, and then follow that with the 
korbanois which are brought voluntarily! The explanation is given by 
first understanding another question.Regarding “korbanos” it’s well 
known, that the main part of bringing the korban is, the persons 
“kavanah” and “thought” when he brings the korban! As chazal say, 
“echod amarbeh, v’echod hamamit, ubilvad sheyikaven liboi lashomayim” 
Whether he brings a lot or little, he must focus his heart towards 
Hashem. This is also true regarding the korban which the yid brings 
to atone for his sins. The “kaparah” is mainly from the “kavanah” of 
the person, as as the ramban explains; when a yid brings a korban, 
during the offering, he must have the thought in mind that, because 
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he sinned to his G-d with his body and soul, and it would be fitting 
for his own blood to be spilled, and his own body to be burnt if not 
for the Chesed from Hakadosh Baruch Hu to take an “exchange” from 
Him! The blood from the korban is in exchange of his own blood, and 
the soul from the korban is in exchange of his own soul, and this 
thought is what makes the “kaporoh” from the korban! And we see the 
same point from the name “korban” as well. “Korban” has the mean-
ing of “kiruv” coming closer, emphasizing the spiritual Avodah of the 
korban, which is the person bringing his talents and kochos close to 
Hashem; this is the service of the “heart”!

So, we need to understand! Being that, the main part of the korban is 
[not the action, rather] it is the persons thought before and during 
bringing the korban, so why is it that the Torah doesn’t say anything 
about the “machashavah” [thought] and “kavanah” [intent] etc. ?!

The answer is that indeed the Torah does say this. This is the reason 
why the torah begins with the laws of the korbanois nedovoh, whose 
whole purpose of offering is the persons “thought” and “intent” 
to come close to Hashem. His giving over his heart to Hashem. By 
bringing these korbanos first, the torah is teaching us that “hakdo-
moh Klalis” to the whole inyan of korbanois. That the person’s “heart” 
should be brought with the korban which teaches us the main part 
of the korban is the thought before and during the mitzvah. Before: 
is the preparation we do before the mitzvah. During: is while we are 
doing the mitzvah. So, we see the importance of preparing for pesach. 
And if it’s not possible to prepare in the physical sense, there must 
be the preparation spiritually, through learning a few inyanim in the 
haggadah so we have what to teach our children and make the seder 
table a lichtiker table, with the light of Torah!

Yehi Ratzon from Hashem Yisbareich to give every yid his and her Chei-
rus Proti with our Geula Klali now with Moshiach Tzidkeinu!
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A guten freilichen Cheirusdiker Chodesh Nissan!
“yismach tzadik kee chozoh nokom, veyoimar odom ach pri latzadik”
“podoh besholom nafshi , besurois toivois, didan notzach!

Sholom Mordechai Halevi Ben Rivkah, Sheyichye
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PESACH MADE US FUNDAMENTALLY FREE

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Dovid, Eli, More
Date: 8 Nissan, 5777

B”H

Dear Dovid, Eli, Zalmy and Shmuly; sheyichu,

Baruch Hashem, today is Yom Shlishi, the day we are able to learn 
together. Baruch Hashem, our son Uziel had his Bar Mitzvah this past 
Sunday night, although I was not able to attend. However, Baruch 
Hashem we were able to make a minyan with him on Monday morn-
ing. He had his Aliyah L’Torah, so I was able to make the Bracha of 
Baruch Shepitarani. Be’ezras Hashem, Hashem will help me become 
Patur from this place of prison, so I can go home before Pesach.

We are only 3 days away from celebrating Yud Aleph Nissan, and I 
hope you are making a Farbrengen by you in Florida. Additionally, 
we are less than a week away from celebrating the Yom Tov of Pesach. 
Just like we were freed from Mitzrayim, we also anxiously await our 
own everlasting freedom with Mashiach Tzidkeinu.

There is a fundamental connection between our freedom from Mitz-
rayim and our Geulah from this Golus with Moshiach. As the Hagga-
dah tells us, even when Moshiach comes and we will be freed from our 
present long and bitter Golus, we must still remember how Hashem 
took us out of Mitzrayim.

The Navi Micha says, “Kemei Tzeischa M’Eretz Mitzrayim, Arenu Nif-
la’os,” which means “As you came out of the land of Mitzrayim, you 
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saw wonders.” Notice the Loshon, “As in the Days” which is plural; 
even though the Yidden went out of Mitzrayim in one day.

As aforementioned, the miracles of the Geula Ha’asida will be such 
great miracles, this is why we must constantly remember the Yetzias 
Mitzrayim.

Furthermore, The Rebbe explains:

The whole idea of Geulah was a new concept, a chiddush, which 
Hashem brought into the world by the Geula of Mitzrayim. This 
opened the “faucet” to give power for all following Geulos to come. 
The Geula of Mitzrayim was not simply being freed from slavery, their 
hard work or from Pharaoh, because then there could a possibility 
for the Yidden to become slaves to another nation in the future. The 
whole idea of Yetzias Mitzrayim was in such a way, that the Yidden 
became free in their very essence. Hashem reminds this to us in the 
first Dibra of the Aseres Hadibros, “Anochi Hashem Elokecha Asher 
Hotzeisicha M’Eretz Mitzrayim.” From Matan Torah on, the Yidden are 
servants of Hashem; and therefore, no one is able to enslave a Yid 
again. This is why we say in the Haggadah, that if Hashem had not 
taken us out of Mitzrayim, we would still be slaves today.

The freedom we celebrate on Pesach is completely different from the 
freedom that any other nation celebrates when they rejoice at their 
independence from a dictator or an oppressor. Their freedom is only 
limited, in the sense that they have only removed the oppressor. 
However they have not made any fundamental change to their being; 
so they may still have someone else that will enslave them, who may 
even worse than the first oppressor.

This is not the freedom we celebrate on Pesach. The freedom on Pesach 
is a total freedom from any creation because we became the servants 
of Hashem at Har Sinai. The Torah we received on Har Sinai completes 
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our freedom from all limitations that may inhibit us. Hashem said He 
is taking us out of Mitzrayim to serve Him at Har Sinai, because the 
main inyan of Geulah and freedom was by Matan Torah!

Before Matan Torah, there was still the separation between the worlds 
above and below; which left the people and creation completely lim-
ited in the lower world, unable to access and connect with Hashem’s 
infinite Kedusha above. By Matan Torah, Hashem came down on Har 
Sinai and nullified this Gezeira, and told Moshe Rabbeinu to come 
up above. Through learning the Torah and doing the Mitzvos, we are 
able to free ourselves from all limitations, and be truly free forever.

We have this Koach, which was received by Matan Torah from the 
Geula of Mitzrayim; and the same is true for the Geulah Ha’asida. The 
Geulas Mitzrayim gives the Koach for the Geulah Ha’asida.

This is why the Pasuk says “Days” in plural because it refers to all the 
days from when we went out of Mitzrayim until the time of the final 
Geulah. We need to go out of our limitations every day when serving 
Hashem, so that we will be on an even higher level than by Mitzrayim, 
until we reach the ultimate Geulah Ha’asida.

What does it mean to go out of Mitzrayim in our daily lives?

Mitzrayim is limitation of the world which inhibits the serving 
of Hashem; and Pharaoh is the Yetzer Hara, whose only goal is to 
enslave the person. Even though it is not possible to enslave a Yid, 
the Yid can enslave himself by surrendering to the Yetzer Hara, Chas 
Veshalom. He should be really be surrendering himself to do the will 
of Hashem, as we say in Krias Shema, “V’ahavta es Hashem Eloke-
cha, Bechol Levavcha, Bechol Nafshecha, Bechol Me’odecha.” Yetzias 
Mitzrayim is to leave the entanglements of the Yetzer Hara, which is 
why we read about Yetzias Mitzrayim when we read the Sham in the 
Parsha of Tzitzis.
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We begin going out of Mitzrayim by doing the opposite of what the 
Yetzer Hara wants of us. True, a Yid still has an opponent called the 
Yetzer Hara, but he fights him and davens to Hashem to help him 
overcome the battle, and Hashem helps the Yid leave this Mitzrayim.

When we have a challenge in our daily routine, even the smallest of 
challenges; such as saying a Bracha properly, without being rushed 
from the Yetzer Hara for distraction or excuse; davening with a little 
more Kavana, putting on the Tefillin of Rabbeinu Tam, learning for a 
few extra minutes that day, etc.; when we overcome the Yetzer Hara, 
the greatest level of Kedusha is revealed into this world. This is the 
whole purpose of Creation, to make this world into a dwelling place 
for Hashem. Therefore, Hashem gives us the greatest Koach to win the 
war and leave the land of limitations!

There is a very interesting Mashal given to understand this idea:

There is a king of flesh and blood who makes wars. However, there 
are 2 types of wars:

1) The war he will enter, to expand his kingdom – by conquering more 
land. This type of war is a calculated war, because it is for certain 
gain. Depending on the value of the gain, that is how much money 
he will invest to win the war.

2) The war he makes, which comes from his desire to win. He wants 
to win over his enemy! This type of war has no calculations at all. 
He will spend everything he has, even the greatest hidden treasures, 
which have never been viewed by public eye. It is a war of Nitzachon, 
so he will even plunder all those hidden treasures. He will go to the 
extreme of even giving them to simple soldiers, just so they have the 
ability to fight against their enemy!

This is the Mashal for the way it is in the worlds above:
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There are great treasures of Kedusha, which are hidden from all cre-
ations. They are too great and holy to be revealed in public eye, so 
they remain hidden. However, this is only in regular times. When 
Hashem is fighting a war of Nitzachon against the Yetzer Hara, whom 
He hates; then Hashem plunders and gives these great kochos to even 
the most simple Yid who is fighting his Yetzer Hara, so that he has 
the ability to win over the enemy and make sure that Hashem wins 
the battle!

This explains why we will remember the miracles of Yetzias Mitz-
rayim even when Moshiach comes; because in the times of Moshi-
ach, we will not have any Yetzer Hara anymore, since there will be 
no more Tuma in the world. Even though the levels of revelation in 
the times of Moshiach will be very great, they will not have the same 
great level as the “treasure” Hashem gave us to win the war in Golus. 
We need to remember going out of Mitzrayim in the Geulah Ha’asida, 
in order to bring down the level of treasure which is greater than any 
level revealed to us. When Moshiach comes, this level will finally be 
revealed!

This is why the Yom Tov is called Pesach because we are able to jump 
over all limitations. Let us do it this Pesach, and jump over all of our 
limitations!

Yehi Ratzon from Hashem to give every Yid his or her Geulah Prati 
with the final Geulah Klali with Moshiach Tzidkeinu now!

B’Ahava Rabba,

Sholom Mordechai Halevi ben Rivkah, sheyichye
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ESSENCE IS ESSENTIAL

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Reb Pinchas, All
Date: 11 Nissan, 5777

B”H

Shabbos Parshas Tzav
Shabbos Hagadol
Tayere Reb Pinchas, Askanim, and Family sheyichyu,
Shalom Uvracha,

Baruch Hashem, the week started with our youngest son Uziel Halevi’s 
Bar Mitzvah! Mazel tov!

I requested permission to participate for a few hours in his Bar Mitz-
vah, but the request was quickly denied. It’s impossible to under-
stand why they do everything to separate and destroy any semblance 
of a family, and yet, they pronounce their commitment to the fami-
lies of the prisoners!

Living in a powerful, technologically advanced, and economically 
wealthy society, there is this mistaken notion that the success in 
those areas reflect the “know how” to succeed and the “success” in 
the other aspects of social and family life as well. Thinking, there 
must be superiority/success in how the same society commits itself 
to social and family life. This mistaken notion is easily exposed, by 
just comparing the way the prisoners’ families are treated here, in 
comparison to how families in other modern societies are treated. 
One example is in the State of Israel, it’s the norm to give every pris-
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oner a few days furlough, where he joins his family for a Yom Tov, or 
for a major family simcha! Actually, it’s encouraged!

Obviously, there is absolutely nothing to gain by hermetically “seal-
ing off” a parent from his/her family for years or decades, because 
the children will to grow up in a vacuum! And a vacuum is not static! 
As we know scientifically, a vacuum will pull in what it can! Including 
the negative elements, which happens all too often. In other words, 
other societies say they are committed to the family and actually do 
it, while I was denied a basic escorted leave to be with my son on a big 
day in his life! Baruch Hashem I was able to hear through the phone 
the Bar Mitzvah bochur say his maamor, and also share Mazal Tov 
wishes with some of the family and friends, until the bitty “Phone 
Time” ran out! Also, I spoke to Uziel Halevi and explained the impor-
tance of serving Hashem with mesiras nefesh, which is also “mesiras 
haratzon,” giving over one’s will to do Hashem’s will. To explain this, 
I reminded him of the story which happened with him when he was 
much younger.

It was a hot Purim day, and he came to visit, dressed in a costume to 
make me frailach for Purim. An ice cream vending machine for the 
visitors, made it possible for some people to cool off with ice cold 
cream.

The young child saw others eating ice cream and he wanted some 
also! But the ice cream was cholov akum, so he couldn’t eat it. He was 
not happy at all.... I tried to tell him that soon he would have ice 
cream, i explained that in only one hour he would be leaving, and 
outside there is cholov yisroel ice cream he could eat. The young 
child was focused on the ice cream and continued kvetching to eat 
the cholov akum r”l. (seeing others eating it, made it more difficult!) I 
davened to Hashem to have the right words to say, “listen Uziel, there 
are two choices you could make” I patiently explained. “You could 
eat the ice cream that’s cholov akum now, and then you will happy, 
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but Hashem won’t be happy, or you could wait to eat cholov yisroel in 
a hour, and then you will be happy and also Hashem will be happy, 
so, please wait and then both you and Hashem will be happy” Amaz-
ingly, the young child calmed down, and quietly agreed to wait. Why? 
Because he knew it will make Hashem happy, and that gave him the 
koach to want what Hashem wanted.

Right there I saw the power of the neshama! His body demanded to 
have the ice cream and didn’t want to wait! But when he heard that 
Hashem will be happy if he waited for cholov yisroel, he immediately 
found “strength” to want to wait. Why? Because, by waiting he will 
make Hashem happy. He put aside what he wanted for what Hashem 
wants. That’s mesiras harotzon!

So, think about this, if a child could find the strength to do want 
what Hashem wants, why is it more difficult for the adult to find the 
strength of his neshama? Because the adult developed his “seichel” 
as his guide, which needs to understand why Hashem wants it. 
Seichel actually conceals the light of the essence of the neshama, and 
our avoidah is to reveal our neshama through serving Hashem with 
mesiras nefesh. As much as a person needs to understand the great-
ness of Hashem, he must also know that seichel alone, is a “Mitzrayim” 
-limitation- which will contain him from true freedom! Seichel is a 
creation and is thus limited to its parameter and confines everything 
it understands. Pesach is zman cheiruseinu, the time of our freedom. 
True freedom is achieved when we go out of the natural habits/ lim-
itations of creation in general. By revealing our neshama is its infinite 
power to connect with Hashem who is higher than seichel. We reveal 
our neshama through serving Hashem with mesiras nefesh/rotzoin.

Here is a story:

There are a few Yidden in same barrack as I and we learn together a 
few times a week. One of the books I gave a fellow to read was “Inside 
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Out” and he told me he really liked it. So much so, that he wants 
to purchase some to give to Rabbi Shpritzer to give other yiddishe 
inmates! Baruch Hashem I was happy to hear this and so I suggested 
he give to another yid who came a few weeks ago. This yid has been in 
and out of prison for many years, actually, more in than out and he 
told me that he became a Baal Teshuva two years ago, and comes to 
all the shiurim and drinks with thirst the words of Torah with a true 
chayus!

So he gave the yid the book to read.

I met him by shacharis and I asked him how he liked it. He pulled me 
aside and tells me, with alot of animation, that it was a real “hashga-
cha pratis” that he got the book, because yesterday he was having a 
hard time with his Yetzer Hara who was really bothering him! (prison 
is the home base of the Yetzer Hara, so it’s no surprise!) So he sat 
down to read the book and he says with a big smile that, “The book 
was just the thing I needed to beat the Yetzer Hara.” The idea of serv-
ing Hashem with mesiras nefesh fired up his neshama.

Makas Bechoros:

When Moshe Rabbeinu gave over the words of Hashem to Pharaoh, 
that Hashem was bringing Makkos Bechoros on Mitzrayim, he told 
Pharaoh that it’s going to happen at “chatzos halailah” (midnight).

We need to understand two things:

1. Unlike the other nine makkos which were not given at an exact 
time, here, Pharaoh was told that makas bechoros was coming exactly 
at midnight. Why the difference?

2. Unlike the other nine makkos where the Yidden didn’t have to make 
a sign to be protected from the makkah, by Makas Bechoros the Yidden 
needed to make a sign on their doorpost (from the inside) of blood 
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of their Bris Milah and the blood from their Korban Pesach. Why the 
difference?

The explanation is given as follows: By the other makos the “mash-
chis” was limited to the property of the Mitzriyim. It was limited, 
including limitation not to hurt Yidden! Even the Makkos Arov who 
attacked the Mitzriy body, was still limited to killing the Mitzri 
through Arov - wild beasts, and not in other ways.

However, by Makas Bechoros, there were no limitations in the way 
Bechorai Mitzrayim were killed.

Since permission was given to the “mashchis” to destroy without lim-
itation, Yidden needed the “sign” to protect them!

On a deeper level: Unlike the first Nine Makos whose purpose was to 
teach Miztrayim who Hashem is,

the purpose of Makas Bechoros was to destroy the first born, i.e. not 
to teach, but to destroy the klipah!

It was possible for the Midas Hadin to argue that the Yidden were 
steeped into the klipah of Miztrayim.

Therefore an Os, a sign was needed.

But, we still need to understand the following: Since the Yidden were 
sunken into the Tumah of Mitzrayim, it was still possible for the 
Midas Hadin to argue. “Why are these different than these?

How was the “sign” of the blood able to protect the Yidden from the 
Midas Hadin?”

The answer is:
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Makas Bechoros came from Hakadosh Baruch Hu Himself, who is com-
pletely higher than the order of creation, higher than Midas Hadin. 
Therefore, there is no place for the argument of the Midas Hadin!

Arguments of Seichel can only be effective in the levels of the order 
of creation, which are measured and limited. But, there can’t be any 
Seicheldiker arguments in higher than the order of creation!

Makas Bechoros came from Hakodosh Baruch Hu himself. This means 
that the essential love of Hashem to Yidden was openly seen by Makas 
Bechoros. This is a love which is higher than all “reasons” and “calcula-
tions”! When the essential love is revealed, even when Seichel argues, 
“Why are these different than these?”

This is similar to the argument that “Aisav is a brother to Yaakov”. 
Therefore, they are both equal!

However, Hashem clearly says “I love Yaakov and I hate Aisav”!

At the same time when the Bechorim were killed, the Yidden were 
redeemed! Hashem loves Yidden! Yidden are his children! “Bonim atem 
laHashem Elokaichem”. The love that a father has for his children is 
essential love, which cannot be questioned and cannot be touched, 
through seicheldiker reasons and arguments!

This is why Moshe Rabbeinu needed to tell Pharaoh the time of Makas 
Bechoros will be at Chatzos Halailah! The revelation of higher than the 
order of creation, is exactly at the moment of Chatzos!

Pharaoh needed to know that this will be a revelation which is higher 
than the order of creation.

Otherwise, Pharaoh and his sorcerers would not believe there would 
be a Makah, solely with the purpose to destroy Klipah, while at the 
same time the “Mashchis” was given permission to destroy.
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The Yidden would not be touched, even when they are no different 
than the others!

The Yidden still needed to make a Os, because all G-dly hamshachos 
which come from Above, come down only through the Avodah of 
Yidden. Moreover, the revelations which are higher than the order of 
creation, include the revelation of Hashem’s essential love to Yidden! 
‘Essential love’ is always there. However, there still must be the 
Avodah from the Yidden, in order for this love to be revealed below.

Obviously, the Avodah needs to be similar to that which it brings 
down in a revealed way. Therefore, it needs to be an Avodah which 
is higher than rational and understanding, which is higher than the 
regular “order” of a person’s behavior.

This is why the sign on the Yidden’s homes on the night of Makas 
Bechoros was the blood of Milah and the blood of Korban Pesach. 
They brought out the connection of Hashem and the Yidden, which is 
higher than rational and understanding.

The “Krisas Bris” of Mitzvas Milah is a covenant which is higher than 
Seichel, as we see the Mitzvah is done when the child is 8 days old, 
when he is totally not a Bar Seichel. Similarly, the Mitzvah of Korban 
Pesach was fulfilled in a way of Mesiras Nefesh, higher than Seichel. 
The “sheep” was the Avodah Zarah of Mitzrayim. The Yidden took the 
sheep and kept it by their bed for four days, in front of the Mitzriyim, 
and they told the Miztriyim they were going to shecht it, and bring it 
as a Korban to Hashem. This was Mesiras Nefesh in action!

This Avodah of Mesiras Nefesh, that the Yidden did in a revealed way, 
brought out and revealed higher love from Above. Hashem’s essential 
to Yidden was revealed; which is the revelation of Chatzos Halailah.

This also explains the 2 Maamorai Chazal:
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1. In the zechus of Emunah in the Besuras Hageulah the Yidden were 
redeemed from Mitzrayim.

2. In the zechus of the blood from the Korban Pesach, and the blood 
of Milah, the Yidden were redeemed, because both inyonim are higher 
than rational and understanding.

Emunah in general is higher than Seichel, especially the Emunah of 
Yidden in the Geula when they were still in Golus Mitzrayim. This is 
because in the laws of nature, it was impossible for even one slave to 
leave Mitzrayim! Also, the Yidden were broken from the hard work 
in Mitzrayim, which was made bigger with the Gezairah on the small 
children. Yet, the Yidden set all that aside, and had Emunah in Hashem 
Yisbareich that he would redeem them. This Emunah, which is higher 
than Seichel, brought out to reveal the essential love of Hashem to 
Yidden, even when the rational argument said they were the same. 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu redeemed us from Mitzrayim - Bayomim Hahaim 
Bizman Hazeh!

Yehi Rotzon from Hashem Yisbareich to give every Yid, his and her 
Geula Proti with our Geula Klali now with Moshiach Tzidkainu!

A Kosher un Freilichen un Geuladiker Shabbos Hagadol un Pesach!
Yismach Tzadik Ki Chazah Nakam! Veyomar Adzm Ach Pri laTzadik!
Padah Besholom Nafshi! Besuros Tovos! Didan Natzach!

Sholom Mordechai Halevi Ben Rivkah, Sheyichye
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JUST A TOURIST HERE IN PRISON

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Reb Pinchas, All
Date: 24 Nissan, 5777

B”H

Shabbos Parshas Shemini
Shabbos Mevorchim Chodesh Iyar “Ani Hashem Rofecha”
Tayere Reb Pinchas Askanim and Family sheyichyu,
Shalom Uvracha.

Baruch Hashem we celebrated Zman Cheiruseinu! We brought down 
new Hashpaos into the whole year to see our Geulah Proti and Klali 
now Bepoel Mamash!

It is possible to think that celebrating Zman Cheiruseinu in a place 
called Prison is a oxymoron: Two opposites. Yet Hashem Yisbareich 
gives us the Koach to fulfill the Mitzvos in every place we find our-
selves. All we need to do is reach deeper into the infinite kochos of 
our Neshama.

Everything in the place called Prison is “constricted” and “limited.” 
Even the fire for Burning the Chametz was made in empty commer-
cial food cans. The fire was made from cardboard, which lights up 
and extinguishes quickly. The 10 pieces of Chametz placed on the fire, 
seemed to be burnt immediately. But after poking up the ashes from 
the bottom of the can, I saw the Chametz covered with the white 
towel intact; as white as it was before! Baruch Hashem, with more 
hard work, we got the Chametz burnt to ashes.
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The Baal Shem Tov says: from everything a Yid sees and hears he 
must take a lesson in his Avodas Hashem:

The Chametz represents the “Yetzer Hara” Who “sours” the “dough” 
in the person’s heart. On Erev Pesach, we search and burn all Chametz 
- Yetzer Hara - in our possessions. But, there are times when the ‘fire 
of love’ for Hashem is like an “external” fire. Outwardly, it seems like 
there is excitement for Kedusha. But, the raging fire above, may not 
reach down into the internal heart of the person, and will not have 
burnt the internal Chametz! Only when our ‘fiery love’ to Hashem 
reaches to the “Internal” level, through learning and internalizing 
the Torah, will the Chametz be obliterated.

A lesson in Bitachon in Hashem:

There had been a reduction in the amount of prisoners, which caused 
‘The One Man Cells’ which were converted to ‘Two Man Cells’, become 
‘One Man Cells’ again. A few weeks before Pesach, they decided to 
close down two barracks, making sure the cells were back to the over-
crowded Hepuch Hatzniyus ‘Two Man Cells’. There was much tumult, 
as prisoners were trying to choose a “Cellie” for themselves!

By Divine Providence, I couldn’t identify anyone.

It’s brought in Shaar Habitachon and the Rebbe explains at length: 
When there is something for a person to do to go out of his tzarah, 
it means that Hashem wants him to make a hishtadlus. But when 
there is nothing he can do, that only means he doesn’t need to do 
any hishtadlus, because Hashem will do it for him.

So this is exactly what I did: I had Bitachon in Hashem and did nothing.

On the way to the visit, the officer told me “You’re getting a “Cellie” 
tomorrow!” It’s hard to describe the darkness of a goy coming into 
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the cell on Yom Tov Pesach! What will he eat? Who will he be? Will the 
light be left on after the Seder? More questions...

I was told it’s possible for them to send who knows who; But because 
Bitachon in Hashem means trusting in Hashem to do the good we 
trust in him. Baruch Hashem the person came in with a good attitude 
and was okay with the light, so I was able to continue reading the 
Haggadah after the Seder.

He didn’t eat in the cell and was okay with the Yiddisher things a Yid 
does wherever he is.

In the Haggadah it says “Va’yogor Sham” means that Yaakov didn’t go 
down to Mitzrayim to settle there, rather he went only to ‘sojourn’ 
there. The place called Mitzrayim was a temporary pass through!

Yaakov Avinu was 130 years old when he went down to Mitzrayim, 
and knew Galus Mitzrayim will be for more years than the 147 years 
he lived in Mitzrayim!

Yet Yaakov Avinu lived in Mitzrayim ‘temporarily’. How? Because 
Yaakov Avinu never established his home in Mitzrayim! He was in a 
place called Mitzrayim but he was not living the life of Mitzrayim! He 
was only like a ‘Tourist’ passing through! This teaches how a Yid can 
live and thrive in Golus!

I learned a Dvar Torah which I am excited to share with you.

In our Parsha, Parshas Shemini, we learn of the Korbanos which 
Aharon and his sons brought for the Chanukas Hamishkan. Since it 
was Rosh Chodesh, the “Korban Chatas” for Rosh Chodesh was also 
brought. Unfortunately, at this time, Nadav and Avihu passed away. 
Moshe Rabbeinu directed Aharon and his sons to eat the korbanos 
which were brought. However, Moshe saw that Korban Chatas for 
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Rosh Chodesh was burnt and not eaten! Moshe then asked Aharon 
why he didn’t do as he was commanded?

Aharon explained: If you heard from Hashem to eat the Korbanos 
brought specifically for this time, you shouldn’t be lenient on the 
Korbanos which are for all generations!

The Pasuk says, “Vayishma Moshe, Vayitev b’ainov.” Rashi explains, 
“Hodah Velo Bosh Lomar Lo Shomati” -he {Moshe} admitted and was 
not ashamed to say “I did not hear” and agreed to Aharon’s logic!

This begs a question: Since the Pasuk is easily understood as Moshe 
agreeing to Aharon, what difficulty is there in the Pasuk that Rashi 
needs to explain?!!

The answer is given as follows: Moshe Rabbeinu asked and Aharon 
answered. Obviously Moshe “heard” what Aharon said to him! 
Therefore, “Vayishmah Moshe” can’t only mean Moshe only “Heard” 
Aharon; rather, “Vayishmah” means Moshe “Understood” and 
“Accepted” Aharon’s reasoning (as in “Ki Shomeah Yosef).

Thus the difficulty arises: If he liked what he heard, what does “Vay-
itav b’ainov” add here?!

Rashi answers this question:

In addition to Moshe liking what Aharon said “Vayishma Moshe,” he 
also said this to others.

“Vayitav b’ainov” is praising Moshe Rabbeinu, for not being embar-
rassed to say to others “I didn’t hear this!” Even though it would have 
been enough to just agree with Aharons understanding, Moshe Rab-
beinu also told others!

A question arises:
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Since, the difference of understanding between Moshe Rabbe-
inu and Aharon Hakohen was dependant on a “Sevoroh,”logical 
understanding,

1. Why did Moshe Rabbeinu’s understanding lean towards not dif-
ferentiating between that which is holy for that time period and that 
which is holy in all generations, while Aharon logic leaned to making 
a difference between the two?!

2. Initially, Moshe Rabbeinu’s opinion was so strong, that there no 
difference between that which is holy for that time, and that which 
is holy for all generations, that he became angry when he saw them 
acting one way with the holy of that time and another way with the 
holy for all generations.

So, why did he change his way of thinking upon hearing Aharon’s way 
of thinking, to the point that “Vayitav b’ainov” even when Aharon 
didn’t bring proof that there is a difference between them?!

The explanation is:

There is a Pasuk in Tehillim, which states “Chesed ve’emes nifgashu.” 
The midrash explains: “Chesed” is Aharon; “Emes” is Moshe. The inyan 
of “Emes” is that there are no changes in it! “Emes” remains the same 
in every time and in every place, he is in the same in every “Madrai-
goh” and in every matzav!

However, “Chesed” is very different. The inyan of Chesed is to do good 
for another, therefore, the person doing good for another needs to 
take into account the level of each one of the receivers in their own 
way. There must be a change and a difference in the way the “Hash-
pa’ah” goes from the mashpiah and how it comes to the receiver, so as 
its received well and the other is not overloaded!
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Since Moshe Rabbeinu is the midah of emes, therefore, whenever 
there is a doubt of what to do, he will be inclined to pasken that there 
is no change from one time or matzav to another. This is why, here, 
Moshe Rabbeinu held there is no difference between the holy of all 
generations and of that time; The same kedusha that there is this 
time is also the same kedusha for all generations!

However, Aharon Hakohen is from the midas chesed, and loved 
Sholom and brought Yidden close to the Torah. He gave himself over 
to Yidden who were on a lower level, and give each one according to 
their level. Therefore, he understood there was a difference of the 
holiness of that time and the holiness of all generations!

Aharon saw that for the “Receivers” who need and depend onto the 
Chesed and Korbanos and Kodshim.

One cannot demand that they be on the same level of kedusha as the 
Mashpia, on the same level and strength in all times and in all levels!

Even though Moshe understood it differently, after he heard from 
Aharon that from the perspective of the Yidden who live in olam 
hazeh, there are changes and the avodah and kedusha is not the same 
from that time and on to all generations, then “Vayishmah Moshe 
Vayitav B’ainov” it was well received by Moshe.

From this, we understand that was not only understood by the bechi-
nah of Aharon, Chesed,

But also by bechinah of Moshe, the Midas Ha’emes!How is that 
possible?

The explanation is:

The Alter Rebbe explains in Tanya regarding the avodah of the “Bei-
noni,” that the ahava of the “Beinoni” is a true avodah for the level 
which they are on! The “Beinoni’s” ahavah is not a true ahavah, com-
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pared to the Tzadikim, who serve Hashem be’emes l’amitoi because it 
changes and leaves them after davening!

Still, for the level of the Beinoni, his Ahavas Hashem is a true Ahava!

But, if goes through changes, why is it a true Ahava?

The ultimate inyan of emes is only in G-dliness as it says “Vhavaya 
eloikim emes.” There can’t be any inyan of emes in the world as it is by 
itself, because creation by definition is something which is tempo-
rary and self destructs.

When one sees emes in creation, even when it’s a “Truth” only in rela-
tion to that level, and not true in the higher level, One must say, that 
this “Emes” is from Hashem which shines into the creation!

This is similar to what we say in the Shema “Ubechol meoidcho,” to 
love Hashem higher than our limitations. When we serve Hashem 
without limitations, we bring down the truth from above, which is 
higher than any limitations. Even though the person’s “Higher than 
Limitation” is relative to his limitations, which actually is a limited 
service for someone who is on a higher level, nevertheless, it is still 
true Avodah.

The inyan of “Unlimited” is only in G-dliness, which does not exist 
in creation and creation limits it. When we see a movement which 
is higher than the person’s limitations, we know that this is tied and 
connected with Hashem who is the true higher than limitations. So, 
for this reason, when a yid serves Hashem higher than his limita-
tions, He awakens the level of “higher than limitation” from above!

The same applies here also. Every level of kedusha is emes in its level, 
because the kedusha comes from the emes of Hashem which shines 
into the yid at that time!
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Even though the emes by Moshe Rabbeinu is the same G-dliness in 
every level, Aharon Hakohen caused Moshe Rabbeinu to see it his 
way also! This is because the purpose of the whole creation, including 
the highest level of kedusha and emes, is for the emes of Hashem to be 
understood down in this physical world.

The lowest levels of this world should come to understand the emes 
Hashem, and that could only be done through the midah of Aharon 
which is “Oihev es habriyois umekarvon latorah.” Since Toras Moshe 
reveals us the purpose of the world, that is why “Vayishma Moshe, 
vayitav b’ainov” and this idea became the inyan of Moshe Rabbeinu.

The practical lesson for all of us to live with is:

When it’s regarding the person’s own Avodah, the person needs to 
serve Hashem Yisbareich without any changes, and he needs to have 
the same kedusha at all times and in all places :)

But when he needs to work with another yid, he needs to take into 
account the other person’s matzav, and know that not all times are 
the same. He cannot begin his helping the other yid, especially the 
unlearned, by demanding from them that they should always be on 
the same level of kedusha as they are in the special times, and the like.

When we work with others in a way that takes into account their 
matzav, this will cause them to come to the level of emes Hashem leoi-
lom, all the time. This causes us that we will serve Hashem with the 
same Kedusha in all situations. Finally, when chesed and emes come 
together, we fulfill the purpose of creation!
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Yehi Ratzon from Hashem Yisbareich to give every yid his and her 
Geula proti with our Geula Klali now with Moshiach Tzidkeinu!
A guten geulidiker un freilichen Shabbos mevorchim chodesh Iyar :)
Yismach tzadik kee chozoh nokom :) podoh besholom nafshi :)

Sholom Mordechai Halevi Ben Rivkah, sheyichye
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STICK TO HASHEM’S POLICIES

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Dovid, Eli, More
Date: 29 Nissan, 5777

B”H

Yom Shlishi, Erev Rosh Chodesh Iyar
Parshas Tazria Metzora
Dear Dovid, Eli, Zalmy and Shmuly sheyichyu
Shalom U’vracha.

Baruch Hashem, we are able to learn together again. How was your 
Yom Tov? I hope you had a great Cheirusdiker Pesach. Baruch Hashem, 
it was great to see you (Eli) again, on Chol Ha’moed/Erev Shabbos. I 
was really uplifted with the great news you share with me, that you 
are started a third shiur in learning. We see that we are living the 
good life, since living means to continue growing. Torah is di beste 
Sechora, as it says “Ta’amu U’reu, Ki Tov Hashem ” – “Taste and see that 
Hashem is good.”WW

Baruch Hashem, I was able to send an email on the Parsha last week, in 
which I shared a few happenings from Pesach in a place called prison.

I would like to share some more with you now:

A living person is never able to get used to a place called prison. 
Hashem gives a Yid a Neshama which needs to be expressed, in order 
to fulfill its mission in this world. By the Seder table in the chapel, I 
was thinking, “How can a Yid celebrate Zman Cheiruseinu,in a place 
which is the opposite of Cheirus? How does one sit in a reclined posi-
tion, in a room with no window, to feel as if he is free; when there is 
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no family around him and no children to ask him the Ma Nishtana? 
How can one have the taste of freedom in the mouth from the Afi-
koman and then be forced to go into a locked prison cell? In short, 
how does one live the going out of Mitzrayim, while still being in a 
place of Mitzrayim?

Living and connecting with Hashem, we become truly free. Baruch 
Hashem, it was Yom Shlishi, the day after the Seder. I was still living 
with the Seder as I prepared to go to the chapel and daven. After dav-
ening, I was notified by an officer that I have legal mail which needed 
to be picked up. As one can imagine, legal mail is something of a cel-
ebration by prisoners, since it means the prisoner is in the Court 
System; and he has the hope of being freed.

Of course, a Yid cannot take the legal mail on Yom Tov because it is 
muktza and he cannot sign for it. I went to the barrack, to tell the offi-
cer that I cannot take the legal mail. He was shocked, and responded, 
“What do you mean?! By policy, we have to give it to you the same 
day! When the officials will check the log book, they will see I gave it 
to you late and that does not look good! Do you understand?”

I respectfully explained to him that it is my Jewish holiday. This 
meant the following: A Jew cannot take the legal mail on the holiday. 
Additionally, a Jew is not allowed to sign anything (even though this 
is really what they want.) Since it would be a grave sin to sign any-
thing on the Jewish holiday, they could even send it back to where it 
came from.

The officer could not believe or process what he was hearing! Firstly, 
he has a “policy” which must be fulfilled; and secondly, this was prob-
ably the first time he encountered a prisoner who did not want to 
receive his legal mail!

However, the truth is the same for a Yid:
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1) Hashem is the King and is Superior to everyone. The Yid must 
follow the policy of Hashem.

2) It is obvious that legal mail coming on Yom Tov has nothing to do 
with the Yid and cannot be anything, other than a test for him.

The officer finally replied, “Wait right there.” He picked up the phone 
and spoke with a higher up regarding the “issue” with which he was 
dealing. Baruch Hashem, the officer on the phone agreed to wait until 
Thursday for me to accept the mail. I went away with a true feeling 
of Cheirus!

The people in the world try to make the Yid think they are the highest 
authority, but a Yid knows that the true Highest Authority is Hashem 
Himself. When a Yid chooses to do what Hashem wants, he feels the 
true feeling of Cheirus.

The Baal Shem Tov says, “A Yid must take a lesson from anything he 
sees or hears and apply it to his Avodas Hashem.”

Whether a person is a place called prison, or in a place he calls free-
dom, he is surrounded by “policies,” which enslave him to those rules. 
The “policy” may be called style or how to dress; the way to eat; or 
how to act, according to peer pressure, etc. Each of these things limit 
and inhibit the person from being his true self. For example, Pharaoh 
and Mitzrayim came with the promise of “freedom of expression,” 
yet later enforced policies which enslaved the Yid to follow him; and 
Rachmana Litzlan caused the Yid to forget that he must follow the 
policies set by Hashem.

When a Yid realizes that the human enacted policies cannot over-
ride Hashem, and he faithfully follows the Torah and Mitzvos, he is 
able to taste true freedom. This is true for a Yid who may find himself 
in prison, or even in sunny Florida. When the Yid makesHashem his 
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only Authority, he connects with true infinity. This is the true mean-
ing of freedom.

Parshas Tazria begins with the birth of a baby boy and then a baby 
girl. Mazel Tov, Mazel Tov! The Parsha tells us the mitzvah a mother 
needs to do in connection with childbirth.

Rashi says, “Amar R’ Simlai, ‘K’shem Sheyitziraso Shel Adam Achar Kol 
Beheima, Chaya V’Of B’Maaseh Bereishis, Kach Toraso Nisparsha Achar 
Toras Beheima, Chaya V’Of.’” “R’ Simlai said, ‘Just like Man was cre-
ated after all the animals and birds in the Six Days of Creation; so 
too, the Parsha regarding him is discussed after the Parshios which 
discuss all the animals and birds.’”

In the previous Parsha (of Shmini), we learned all the laws regarding 
animals: what makes them kosher or not kosher; what makes them 
tahor or tamei. Then, we learn all the Halachos of the person, starting 
from his birth!

Note: The Chazal use the loshon of “K’shem,” or “just like.” The same 
reason why Man was created after the animals, is the same reason 
why his Torah is said after the animals. What is this reason?

The Chazal give a few explanations:

1) The Midrash explains: If a person acts in an inappropriate way, he 
is told that even tiny insects, such as gnats or mosquitos, were cre-
ated before him. This brings out the lower character of a person, that 
even a gnat is higher than him.

2) The Gemara says:

a) Man was created last, so the non-believers among Yidden should 
be able to say they were partners with the Creation.
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b) Man was created last, in order to be able to start doing mitzvos 
immediately.

c) Man was created last, so he can go to the seudah immediately.

However, this only explains why Man was created after everything. 
It does not explain why his Torah is said after the animals. Further-
more, why do the Chazal give two opposite explanations for Man 
being created last? One focuses on his greatness, so the world should 
be ready for him; whereas the other reason states of his ability to be 
on such a low level, even lower than a tiny gnat.

The Rebbe explains:

We learn in Tanya that a Yid has a Neshama, which is a Chelek Eloka 
Mima’al Mammash. This is a Maalah, through which the Yid makes 
himself higher than all of Creation!

However, he also has a Nefesh Habehamis and a Yetzer Hara, which 
give him the aspect of lowliness. He can stoop to such a level that 
he becomes lower than all creations, even Tumadike animals and 
insects, which explain why he was created last. Through working to 
elevate and refine himself, he can rise to the level which is higher 
than all of Creation.

The Maalah of something can come about in 2 ways:

1) He can get the Koach as a gift from above. It can come either by 
birth or as a present after he has already been created. However, the 
Yid did not work for it.

2) He can get the Koach by working on his Avodah. He works on him-
self and earns it.

Each one of these has its own specific advantage:
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The Maalah which is a gift from above is something that is not lim-
ited, while the Maalos the person works on are limited. On the other 
hand, the Maalah which a Yid achieves through his own efforts is 
something which becomes a part of his Penimius. It becomes a part 
of him and he owns it, whereas the Maalos given as a gift mean he 
has not made himself a keili for them yet. When he works on himself 
to refine his middos or sechel, it causes the Maalah to become a very 
part of him.

This is the center of the difference between the 2 reasons for Man 
being created last:

1) Regarding the Maalos which man was gifted from above: imme-
diately when a Yid is born, he is given a Neshama, which is a Chelek 
Eloka Mima’al Mammash. Therefore, even when it is possible for him 
to rebel against his Creator, Chas Veshalom, which is a tremendous 
Chisaron and cannot happen to any other Creation; a Yid never loses 
his Maalah of having a Neshama. He is always connected to Hashem.

2) However, regarding the Maalos which come through one’s Avodah, 
a Yid does not start out as higher than all Creations. It appears that 
he just like everyone else, with a body; so he also has the ability to 
sin. Although he has a Neshama, it is concealed. The Neshama needs 
to be revealed through his Avodah in learning Torah and doing Mitz-
vos. From this point, the reason why the person is created last is to 
tell him that the gnat was created before him.

This is why the Torah of Man is said after all the other animals:

The way a person begins learning Torah, is from easy to hard. As a 
child of five, he begins learning Chumash. When he is ten, he adds 
the Mishna etc. A Yid is told to begin learning Torah “Shelo L’Shma,” 
which is a lower level, in order to reach the highest level of learning 
Torah, which is “L’Shma.”
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The reason why the Torah teaches us about the Halachos of animals 
and birds first is because the “outer” signs on animals and birds 
are easier to refine. It is easier to identify the kosher food and good 
middos; to see how one should keep separate from them. This makes 
a person’s life better and more enjoyable. It is more difficult to deal 
with one’s own character traits, especially in order to refine them. 
It is easier to shecht a physical Beheima and make sure it is kosher 
than it is to shecht the spiritual Beheima which is found within us. 
This is because a person is made of a coarser material which must be 
refined. The Torah gives us the power to refine the Nefesh Habehamis 
and be Matzliach in our endeavors. When we work on ourselves, we 
bring down an even greater Kedusha than what was given to us as 
a gift from above. This Kedusha means that a “new child” has been 
born; there is an even greater light in the world.

Parshas Tazria opens up with the words of, “Isha Ki Sazriya V’Yalda 
Zachar.” The mother represents the person who is the receiver, i.e. 
the one who gives the seed through his own Avodah, in order to be 
rewarded with the Maalos of a Zachar, which connotes the inyan of 
strength. When one works on himself, he reaches an even higher 
level than the Kedusha which was gifted from above.

Additionally, does Rashi deem it necessary to mention the author of 
these words, R’ Simlai?

R’ Simlai did not have a lineage from which he could receive the Maalah 
in the form of a gift from above. Everything he accomplished in his 
life was through his own hard toil. It is fitting for him to be teach-
ing us this lesson: we must work on our Avodah, in order to attain 
the Maalos we want and need. R’ Simlai is the one to teach us that 
man was created last, to tell him that a gnat was created before him; 
in order to tell us that the refinement of a person will be achieved 
through his own hard work. What he achieves will truly be his own.
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A person could think that because he wasn’t given certain Maalos 
which others may have, that is proof that he can’t achieve what they 
have achieved!

However, it could be their Maalos were given as a present. It may 
appear to be great but they cannot claim it as their own! Hashem 
wants us to achieve our Maalos on our own because then we reach 
even higher and that could be the reason why it was not gifted to us. 
You can still achieve it through hard work!

Yehi Ratzon from Hashem that He give every Yid his and her Geula 
Proti with our Geula Klali now with Moshiach Tzidkeinu!

A Gut Shabbos! Yismach Tzaddik Ki Chazah Nokom! Pada B’Shalom 
Nafshi! Besuros Tovos! Didan Notzach!

Sholom Mordechai Halevi Ben Rivkah, sheyichye
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THE HATS WERE MISSING BUT THE HEARTS 
WERE THERE

From: Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin
To: Reb Pinchas, All
Date: 2 iyar, 5777

B”H

Shabbos Parshas Tazria-Metzoroh
Erev Shabbos Beis Iyar
Tyere Reb Pinchas Askanim and Family sheyichyu :)
Shalom U’vracha :)

Boruch Hashem we are continuing to live with the Cheirus of Pesach 
into Chodesh Iyar. We can see this very clearly by our counting of the 
Omer which begins with Pesach.

I want to share another story from Pesach in a place called prison. 
Baruch Hashem we had a minyan for Shacharis and Musof on the first 
day of Chol Hamoed. After davening we were told that volunteers 
were coming about 12:30 to bring simchas Yom Tov. We ate something 
and then shared some inyanim in learning. One Yid was learning 
Mesechtas Megillah and we had a great time understanding a Mishne 
Together. 12:30 passed and then 1:30 passed and people were won-
dering where the volunteers were.

We started sharing favorite Pesach stories with each other, and finally 
at about 1:50 they came in!

They were all wearing Yom Tov clothes minus their hats and shtreim-
lach. The delay was due to some officer insisting they take off their 
hats and shtreimlach. Even though this is part of the Yiddisher garb, 
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they were delayed in the commotion to take it off. The irony of this 
is because they allow others to wear their religious garb, yet they 
insisted the Yidden take off their Yom Tov garb. They were a little 
stunned from it all but they let go of the ‘outer garments’ and Boruch 
Hashem let their penimius, their lebedikeit shine out. They set up their 
instruments and played wonderful Chassidishe Songs. They really 
brought in a ruach of simcha into the Yidden in the place called prison. 
We danced and danced until 3:30 :)

Yes, a garment could be considered something chitzonius, outer, and 
not connected to the person. But this only when the garment is not 
an expression of what the penimius, inner feelings, of the person are!

Generally, what we see in the chitzonius is a result of what is inside 
the penimius, but it is possible for the person’s penimius to be perfect, 
and for some “outer” residue to stick to him.

Then there is the cause and effect, which is how ruchnius directly 
affects the gashmius that comes from it. I heard the Rebbe explain 
many times how we need make sure our ruchnius is the way Hashem 
wants it do be, and then automatically, our gashmius will be the way 
we want it to be.

The most basic thing to understand is that ruchnius directly effects 
gashmius! Why? This is because gashmius comes from ruchnius! Our 
gashmius is healthy when our ruchnius is healthy.

This is the lesson from our Parsha, Tazria-Metzora:

There is an obvious question regarding the name of Parshios. Why 
is our Parsha named Tazria, seeding, which is about the new birth 
of life, when most of the Parsha is about negaim? The person with a 
tzoraas is likened to the dead. Why is the 2nd Parsha named Metzora, 
which is the matzav of being tomei, when the Parsha begins with the 
purification of the person who was tomei?



THE HATS WERE MiSSiNG BuT THE HEARTS WERE THERE |   271

The explanation is given as follows. One of the 13 foundations of our 
emunah is the inyan of schar v’onesh, reward and punishment. As the 
Rambam Says, The 11th foundation is that Hashem Yisbareich gives a 
reward to one who does the Mitzvos of the Torah, and punishes those 
who violate its prohibitions. The greatest reward is Olom Habah and 
the strongest punishment is Koreis etc...

Since Torah is Toras Chesed, it is therefore understood that the pun-
ishments of the Torah are not for the sake of punishment Chas V’sha-
lom. Rather, it is for the correction of the nefesh which sinned.

For example, the lighter punishment of Malkus will absolve the 
person who has the harsher punishment of Korais. But, this Chesed 
is not seen in a revealed way. By most punishments in the Torah, it is 
not seen how the punishment is actually for the good of the person 
living his life in this world. One pace where this is seen in a revealed 
way is by the punishment of negaim , Tzoraas (from where we under-
stand that the same is by all punishments of the Torah).

Regarding the tumah of Tzoraas, the Rambam says, this change which 
is seen in clothes and in houses which the Torah calls Tzoraas is a bor-
rowed name only. The Tzoraas is not a natural phenomenon. Hashem 
made this sign of wonder by the Yidden in order to warn them from 
speaking loshon hora.

The order of the wonder was as follows. When a Yid spoke loshon 
hora the walls of his house changed colors. If he did Teshuvah, the 
house was purified. If he remained in his wickedness, to the point 
where the house was demolished, then the leather vessels in his home 
changed color etc. If he remained in his wickedness to the point that 
they were burnt, his clothes on his body changed. If he did Teshu-
vah, they were purified but if he remained in his wickedness until 
they were burnt, then his skin would change and he became a Met-
zora, and he was separated and publicized to be in solitude. He would 
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remain this way until he would not engage any more in the “speech 
of the wicked” which is leitzanus and lashon hora.

The Rambam is saying that Hashem makes a special change in the cre-
ation in order to warn the person from speaking lashon hora. This 
is why the order which Hashem brings the changes is in a way from 
easier to stronger, first in the houses, after that in the clothes etc., in 
order to warn the Yidden in a manner from easier to harsher to stay 
away from lashon hora. Also, the secluding of the Metzora outside his 
camp was with a purpose and goal. Being by himself was not only to 
avoid others from contracting his tumah, because he was not even 
allowed to be with another Metzora who had a similar tumah, the 
reason he must be alone was to cause him to cease from speaking the 
speech of the wicked, which is leitzanus and lashon hora.

This explains why the Parsha is called Tazriah.

The word Tazriah describes the beginning of birth and new life. This 
is similar to the seeding of produce; from the seeding comes a new 
growth.

The true meaning of negaim has the same meaning as Tazria because 
both, the nega itself, and the locking up and seclusion of the Met-
zora were not for the punishment of the Metzora. Rather, they were 
the details and way of the fixing and healing the spiritual part of the 
Metzora so that he should go into a Seder of a new life and not have 
any connection with the ‘speech of the wicked’ which is letzanus and 
lashon Hora! This is how negaim teaches us that all punishments in 
Torah are a special action from Hashem Yisbareich to fix the Yid so 
that he should go in the straight path. We are able to be b’simcha by 
knowing that Hashem Yisbareich is doing this especially for us.

So, we see the negaim are actually a sign and a warning to protect 
the Yid from lashon hora. If he will be pulled in further until his own 
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skin is changed and becomes Tzoraas, then specific actions are taken 
to separate him from the speech of the wicked. Similarly, (and to a 
greater extent) this is emphasized in the penimius explanation. The 
Lekutai Torah explains, the Pasuk says “Adam ki yihye b’oir bsaro...”, 
when a adam will have on his skin… Adam is the highest title by the 
Yidden. So why does the Pasuk describe the Yid who has a Tzoraas 
with the title of ‘adam”?

The inyan of Nega’im is specifically possible by the one who is on the 
level of adam, which is a very great level “Shlemu Dekuloh”! The reason 
for this is since the inyan of Nega’im is only on the skin of the person. 
This shows that the Ra, the bad, which causes the nega is not in the 
penimius of the person.

Rather, it is the pesoles, the residue and bad which is left over only in 
the person’s chitzonius, in his ‘outer garments’ which is why it only 
causes a nega in the skin of his flesh, in the chitzonius of the body.

This also answers the famous question of why there are no Nega’im 
in our times after the churban. Because, in our times, there is no such 
“adam” who has no bad in his penimius. Therefore, the ra in our time 
does not cause Nega’im which are only in the chitzonius. According to 
this we understand even more how the inyan of Nega’im is an inyan of 
Tazria. It is for the purpose of a new birth and a higher level!

Now we can understand why the name of the 2nd Parsha is Metzora 
even though it does not speak about the Metzora, as he is a matzav of 
Tumah, rather, how he is in the day of taharah

The Torah is teaching us that the taharah of the Metzora is not a sep-
arate novelty that begins only through the bringing of the birds etc. 
and Korbanos which are said in the parsha. Rather, the taharah comes 
as a continuation of what was said in parshas Tazria!
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The actions which cause the actual taharah only bring forth and 
reveal that which was already accomplished by the person through 
the tzora’as itself. The spiritual healing of the person came through 
the days that he was locked up and separated! This is why the Parsha 
is not called “Beyom Taharaso” or similar to it, because then it would 
mean that davka here with the birds etc. and Korbanos accomplishes 
his purity, when in truth his Taharah already began with the Tzora’as 
itself when Hashem gives him a sign to separate himself from the 
speech of the wicked. The same is by every challenge, it is Hashem 
Yisbareich elevating the Yid to a new birth and life. Galus Prati and 
Galus klali!

Just as it is by the individual Metzora, the same way it is by Klal Yis-
rael in Galus. The Yidden in Galus find themselves in a matzav where 
they are alone and outside their camp like the Metzora. The Avodah of 
the Yidden in Galus is the inyan of Tazriah, a needed seeding to make 
the time of Geulah grow!

As it is explained, all the revelations of L’asid lavo are dependant on 
our actions and Avodah throughout the time of Galus because the 
cause of the reward of the Mitzvah is the Mitzvah itself. This means, 
what we will have in the times of Moshiach is not a separate thing 
from the inyan of Galus. Rather, the times of Moshiach is the tzmi-
cha which grows forth from the work of seeding in Galus! Practically 
this means, a Yid needs to learn Torah and do Mitzvos with Kabolas Ol 
because Hashem commanded him to. So he could think that there is 
no difference at all as to what his Avodah is accomplishing.

Tazria and Metzora teach us that his Avodah it is! Together with the 
Kabolas Ol that every Yid must have, he needs to feel that his Avodah 
in the time of galus is the ‘tazria’, the seeding, which bring the tzmi-
cha, the growing, the coming of Moshiach Tzidkeinu since the revela-
tion of Moshiach’s times is not a separate inyan, it is a continuation 
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and a result of the Avodah in Galus. This is similar to the inyan of Taz-
ria-Metzora, the growing comes from the seeding

We see this clearly in Torah and Mitzvos. The inyan of Moshiach is that 
there will be shleimus in Torah and the shleimus in Mitzvos. “Taiku” 
means, Moshiach will answer all the questions in Torah that we do 
not understand in Galus. Moshiach will teach Torah to all the Yidden.

The Rambam says, “Hamelech Hamoshiach will establish the Malchus 
Bais Dovid...

and will gather all the Yidden… and return all the Mishpatim as they 
were before, and will make Shmitin and Yovlos as all the Mitzvos which 
are said in the Torah. “ The Rambam is saying this as a Halacha that 
the Geder of Moshiach is that he will bring back the shleimus of the 
Halachos and Mitzvos of the Torah.

All the things we are now missing and are not able to understand or 
do in Torah and Mitzvos will be complete again through Moshiach. 
Since the “Cheftza” of Torah and Mitzvos are there in a complete way, 
the fulfillment of Torah and Mitzvos that come from the Gavrah, the 
person, will be complete,

because, the Yidden will be totally occupied in learning Torah and its 
chachmah! There will be no famine, no war, no jealousy, and competi-
tion etc. The whole occupation of the world will be to Hashem alone!

This is the Emunah in the coming of Moshiach, and the impatient 
waiting for his coming. When our learning Torah is permeated with 
the Emunah that this will lead him and the whole world to the shlei-
mus of Learning Torah and Fulfilling the Mitzvos, and to the shlei-
mus of Yedias Haboreh. This is what it means when it says “Mechakeh 
Lebosei”!
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Yehi Ratzon from Hashem Yisborach to give every Yid his and her Geula 
Prati with our Geula Klali now with Moshiach Tzidkeinu.

A Guten Freilichen Geuladiker Shabbos :)
Yismach Tzadik ki chaza nakom :)
Podoh Besholom Nafshi :) Besurois Toivois Didan Notzach :)

Sholom Mordechai Halevi Ben Rivkah, Sheyichye
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